
  

Pastor: Rev, Paul Asoh, MSP (Ext 102) 

Deacons:   Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome  
Rev. Mr. John Szarek 

Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles 
  

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor / DRE:  
Luci Castillo (Ext 101/103) 

Receptionist / Office Assistant: Sarah Brown (Ext 100) 

Liturgical Music:  Brad Martin / Joe Conway (Ext 104) 

Bookkeeper: Ellen Miller 
St. Mary’s Book Rack:  Mary Ann Kuehl 

Receptionist:  Beth Fields 

Office Assistant:  Courtney McLaughlin 

Office Hours / Horas de Oficina 
Monday & Thursday: 10 to 2; Friday: 9 to 2; Saturday: 10 to 1 

Lunes y Jueves: 10 to 2; Viernes: 9 to 2 Sabado: 10 to 1 

12/12/21 3rd Sunday of Advent 
III Domingo de Adviento 

St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church 
22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779  

Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 828-586-2167 
  

 

MASS TIMES at St. Mary’s  
  

Weekend Masses: 

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Español) 

Sunday at 8:30 am 11:30 am  
  

Daily Masses: 

Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturdays at  

9:00 am; Wednesday at 5:30 pm  
  

Misas de fin de semana: 

Vigilia del sábado a las 7:00 pm (Español) 

Domingo a las 8:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 
  

Misas diarias: 

Lunes, jueves, viernes y sábados a las 9:00 a.m.  

Miércoles a las 5:30 p.m. 
  

  

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry 

(during the academic school year)  Sunday: 4:00 pm   

Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm 

  

  

CONFESSION/CONFESIONES at St. Mary’s 
  

Sunday:     10:45 until 11:15 am  

Wednesdays at 4:45 pm,  Friday at 9:30 am  

and Saturday at 5:00 pm 

Or by appointment  
  

Tiempos de confesiones 

Miércoles de 4:45-5:15 pm 

Viernes 9:30-10:30 am durante la Adoración 

Sábado 5:00-6:00 pm 

O con cita previa 

Adoration and Benediction 

Every Friday following Mass until 10:30 am 

1st Friday from 9:30 am -9:00 pm 

1st Saturday Holy Hour after Mass 
  

Adoración y Bendición 

Todos los viernes después de la misa hasta las 10:30 

a.m. 1er viernes de 9:30 a.m. a 10:00 p.m. 

1er sábado hora santa después de la misa 

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496  Sacrament Emergency:  828-631-0576 

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 
  

 



 

Mass / Misa 

Ushers /  

Hospitalidad 

Readers / 

Lecturas 

Servers / 

Monaguillos 

Sabado Dec 18 7:00pm Familia Perez Patricia Hernandez 
 

 

Sunday Dec 19 8:30am 
Mike Ensley 

Don Pierce 
Karyn Raming Brian Raming 

Sunday Dec 19 11:30am 
Robin Starrs 

Joe Cerniglia 
Carla Haire 

Newsomes 

Gideon Freeman 

  

 Sunday 8:30 am  Sunday Mass Jim Alexander+ 

 10:00 am Donuts, Dogma & Scripture Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 11:30 am  Sunday Mass Pro Populo  

4:00 pm  Sunday Mass (at WCU) 

5:00 pm Guadalupe Procession From El Mercadito (104 W. Main)  

7:00 pm Our Lady of Guadalupe Familia Perez  

Monday:  9:00 am  Daily Mass Walter Charles Hmielewski Family 

Tuesday:  6:00 pm  RCIA Parish Hall 

Wednesday:   5:30 pm  Daily Mass Christina Reitz  

 6:30 pm Faith Formation 

Thursday: 9:00 am  Daily Mass James Jacob+ 

Friday:  9:00 am  Daily Mass   

Saturday:  9:00 am  Daily Mass   

 7:00 pm  Misa de Vigilia: Pro Populo 

Sunday 8:30 am  Sunday Mass Roger Grenier+ 

 11:30 am  Sunday Mass Edward Brian Gerniglia+  

 1:00 pm Christmas Decorating Party 

4:00 pm  No Mass (at WCU) 

To request a Mass Intention: Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com 

 Use the envelopes near the women’s bathroom 

Liturgical Minister Schedule – Next Week 

Calendar – December 12th to December 19th  

mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com


Gaudete Sunday 

On this third Sunday of Advent, we light the pink candle, which is 

called “Candle of Joy.”  The third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudate 

Sunday. Gaudate is the Latin word for rejoice. The antiphon of the 

Mass taken from the second reading of today’s Mass is, “Rejoice in 

the Lord always; again I say, rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). In Latin: 

“Gaudate in Domino semper; interim dico, gaudate”. From the 

antiphon to the second reading, the words ‘joy’ and ‘rejoice’ appear 

twelve times. Yes, in the middle of so much troubles in our personal 

lives, in families, in our country, and a global Covid 19 pandemic; we 

are invited to pray for the joy of the Lord that is our strength 

(Nehemiah 8:10).  

That joy is also reflected in the three Marian Feasts we are celebrating 

within a week, starting with the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of our Blessed Mother.  She is our model of Christian 

discipleship and obedience, and trust in God’s will in the midst of a 

broken and troubled world. Dr. Tim Gray described this period as 

about the yearning for the light we have in the darkness of winter.  We 

yearn with joy and expectation of the glorious Advent of our Lord 

Jesus Christ into our broken lives, nation and world as Brian Pusateri reminded us of during the Parish Mission/Retreat. That 

yearning is strongest this time of year. It is dark when we leave our homes in the morning and dark when we return. Dusk 

seems more fleeting, for it comes earlier than we wish. The mounting gloom hems us in. Traffic is tougher. The dog must be 

walked by flashlight. Chores wait for the weekend. We are happier indoors, where lamps and candles bring the warmth and 

illumination we crave. 

Yet the close of the year meets a need in our souls. We are reminded that earthly things come to an end. The darkness, chill, 

and dampness outside prompt us to find solace within. The very rhythm of things invites us to reflect, to remember, and to 

pray. This brings us to renewal, reawakening and healing as we joyfully anticipate the celebration of the Baby Jesus and the 

Glorious King of the Universe. 

There are many desolate people who are going through various kinds of crises that stifle joy in their lives and leave them sad, 

lonely and depressed a lot of time. May the prophecy of Zephaniah in the first reading come to fulfillment in their lives. May 

they and we no longer be afraid or discouraged. May they and we be renewed in God’s love. May God, in his infinite mercy, 

replace our sadness with joy. May God remove the judgement upon those who suffer injustice and turn away their enemies. 

May we all shout for joy, and sing joyfully to God. May we all exult with all our hearts. 

Sincerely in Christ, Pastor, Fr. Paul Asoh, MSP 

Housekeeping: 

1. This weekend December 11 and 12, we have the last Second collection for the year, which is for the Retirement Fund for 

all the Religious women and men who have worked or are working in our Diocese. A donor to the Retirement Fund for the 

Religious writes “I still remember the lessons the sisters gave us and how they instilled in us the love of our faith”. Your 

gift this weekend provides care, medicine, and more for these our elderly Religious sisters, brothers and priests. 

2. The Parish will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the evening of this Sunday December 12, starting with 

gathering for Procession by 5 pm (at the El Mercadito store on W. Main) and Procession starting by 5:30 pm. Mass begins 

after the Procession, followed by a Parish fiesta in the Parish Hall after the Mass. 

3. Please join in decorating the Church for Christmas on Sunday, December 19th, after the 11:30am Mass.  Many hands make 

light work! 

4. Parishioners can now donate towards the purchase of poinsettias for the decoration of the Church next Sunday which is the 

last week of Advent. A Lowes gift card will also help in that regard. We are also appealing for volunteers to help decorate 

the Church next Sunday. 

5. We still have some Angel cards left on the Angel tree, if you have not and want to, please pick a card to help get gifts for 

the needy this Christmas. Gifts are to be wrapped and returned to the tree during the coming week, and latest by Sunday, 

December 19th. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



Domingo Gaudete 

En este tercer domingo de Adviento, encendemos la vela rosa, que se llama 

"Vela de la alegría". El tercer domingo de Adviento se llama domingo de 

Gaudate. Gaudate es la palabra latina para regocijarse. La antífona de la 

Misa tomada de la segunda lectura de la Misa de hoy es: “Regocíjense en el 

Señor siempre; otra vez digo, regocíjense ”(Filipenses 4: 4). En latín: 

“Gaudate in Domino semper; interim dico, gaudate ”. Desde la antífona 

hasta la segunda lectura, las palabras "alegría" y "regocijo" aparecen doce 

veces. Sí, en medio de tantos problemas en nuestra vida personal, en las 

familias, en nuestro país y una pandemia mundial de Covid 19; se nos invita 

a orar por el gozo del Señor que es nuestra fuerza (Nehemías 8:10). 

Esa alegría también se refleja en las tres Fiestas Marianas que estamos 

celebrando dentro de una semana, comenzando con la Solemnidad de la 

Inmaculada Concepción de nuestra Santísima Madre. Ella es nuestro 

modelo de discipulado cristiano y obediencia, y confía en la voluntad de 

Dios en medio de un mundo quebrantado y atribulado. El Dr. Tim Gray 

describió este período como el anhelo de la luz que tenemos en la oscuridad 

del invierno. Anhelamos con alegría y expectativa el glorioso advenimiento de nuestro Señor Jesucristo en nuestras vidas, 

nación y mundo quebrantados, como nos recordó Brian Pusateri durante la misión / retiro parroquial. Ese anhelo es más fuerte 

en esta época del año. Está oscuro cuando salimos de nuestras casas por la mañana y oscuro cuando regresamos. El anochecer 

parece más fugaz, porque llega antes de lo que deseamos. La creciente penumbra nos acorrala. El tráfico es más difícil. El 

perro debe ser paseado con linterna. Los quehaceres esperan el fin de semana. Somos más felices en el interior, donde las 

lámparas y velas aportan la calidez y la iluminación que anhelamos. 

Sin embargo, el cierre del año satisface una necesidad en nuestras almas. Se nos recuerda que las cosas terrenales llegan a su 

fin. La oscuridad, el frío y la humedad del exterior nos impulsan a encontrar consuelo en nuestro interior. El ritmo mismo de 

las cosas nos invita a reflexionar, recordar y rezar. Esto nos lleva a la renovación, el despertar y la curación mientras 

anticipamos con alegría la celebración del Niño Jesús y del Glorioso Rey del Universo. 

Hay muchas personas desoladas que atraviesan diversos tipos de crisis que ahogan la alegría en sus vidas y las dejan tristes, 

solitarias y deprimidas por mucho tiempo. Que la profecía de Sofonías en la primera lectura se cumpla en sus vidas. Que ellos 

y nosotros ya no tengamos miedo ni nos desanimemos. Que ellos y nosotros seamos renovados en el amor de Dios. Que Dios, 

en su infinita misericordia, reemplace nuestra tristeza con alegría. Que Dios elimine el juicio sobre los que sufren injusticia y 

rechace a sus enemigos. Que todos gritemos de gozo y cantemos con gozo a Dios. Que todos nos regocijemos con todo nuestro 

corazón. 

Sinceramente en Cristo, Pastor, P. Paul Asoh, MSP 

Noticias: 

1. Este fin de semana 11 y 12 de diciembre, tenemos la última Segunda colecta del año, que es para el Fondo de Jubilación de 

todos los religiosos y religiosas que han trabajado o están trabajando en nuestra Diócesis. Un donante del Fondo de 

Jubilación para Religiosos escribe: “Todavía recuerdo las lecciones que nos dieron las hermanas y cómo nos inculcaron el 

amor de nuestra fe”. Su donación de este fin de semana brinda atención, medicina y más para estas nuestras hermanas 

religiosas, hermanos y sacerdotes ancianos. 

2.  La Parroquia celebrará la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en la noche de este domingo 12 de diciembre, 

comenzando con la reunión para la Procesión a las 5 pm (en la tienda El Mercadito en W. Main) y la Procesión a partir de 

las 5:30 pm. La misa comienza después de la procesión, seguida de una fiesta parroquial en el salón parroquial después de 

la misa. 

3.  Únase a la decoración de la Iglesia para Navidad el domingo 19 de diciembre, después de la Misa de las 11:30 am. ¡Muchas 

manos facilitan el trabajo! 

4.  Los feligreses ahora pueden donar para la compra de poinsettias para la decoración de la Iglesia el próximo domingo que 

es la última semana de Adviento. Una tarjeta de regalo de Lowes también ayudará en ese sentido. También estamos 

pidiendo voluntarios para ayudar a decorar la Iglesia el próximo domingo. 

5.  Todavía nos quedan algunas tarjetas de ángeles en el árbol de ángeles, si no las tiene y desea, elija una tarjeta para ayudar 

a obtener regalos para los necesitados esta Navidad. Los obsequios deben ser envueltos y devueltos al árbol durante la 

próxima semana y, a más tardar, el domingo 19 de diciembre. 

Desde el Escritorio del Pastor 



  

Faith Formation Classes are Wednesday December 15th, at 6:30pm  

Remember you will get screened at the entrance. 

If you are interested in volunteering please talk to Luci. We appreciate your help! 
 

 

Las clases de formación de fe son el miércoles 15 de diciembre a las 6:30 pm 

Recuerde que le checaran la temperatura en la entrada. 

Si está interesado en ser voluntario, hable con Luci. ¡Apreciamos su ayuda! 

Religious Education 

Stewardship 
Offertory last weekend: $3,393 / Month to date: $3,393 

Christmas poinsettias: $115 received / Goal: $450 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ofertorio último fin de semana: $3,393 / Mes hasta la fecha: $3,393 

Poinsettias de Navidad: $115 recibidos / Meta: $450 

WCU Campus Ministry News 
Holiday Masses at WCU: 

Sunday Dec 12 Final Mass of the semester (No Mass on campus until January) 

Sunday Jan 9 First campus Mass in 2022 

VISIT THE BOOK RACK 

Missals for 2022 and Guides for the Liturgy of the Hours are now available. 

We also have Advent and Christmas items! 

VISITA EL ESTANTE DE LIBROS 

Los Misales para 2022 y las Guías para la Liturgia de las Horas ya están disponibles. 

¡También tenemos artículos de Adviento y Navidad! 



   

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES: 

 Alonso Family, Ángel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury, Justin Basenese,  

Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke, Cáceres Family, Moon Chung, 

Verónica Natalia Chávez, Jim Clark, Sheila Coller, Will Crain, Martin Espinoza+, Diane Glover, Jim Glover,  

Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris, Debbie Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Skip Karby+, 

Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann, Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty &  

McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsom, William Newsom, Jr., William Newsom, Sr.+,  

Linwood Newsome, Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia Brizuela Pérez,  

Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family, Verónica Rodríguez, 

SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, María Sol Montel, Jay Thorne, Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner,  

Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes 

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner 

Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte) 
  

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.   

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list  

or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.  

With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the emergence of the omicron variant, 
the protocols below are being adopted beginning Sunday, December 12, to make 

our parish more welcoming to those with higher health risk or concerns. 

 

Out of love and respect for our whole parish family,  
please follow these guidelines. 

 

 SUNDAY – 8:30am Mass Wednesday – 5:30pm Mass 

 Mass will be live-streamed The right transept is reserved 
  to the Fellowship Hall for those with high risk 

 The door to the shelter area  MASKS ARE REQUIRED 
 will be unlocked for access IN THE RIGHT TRANSEPT 

 MASKS ARE REQUIRED IN THE HALL All are requested to wear masks 

 Social distancing is required, and Celebrant will wear a mask  
 singing is not allowed in the Hall when giving communion 

 A Eucharistic Minister (with mask)  Singing is not allowed 
 will bring communion Practice social distancing at communion 

 Special air filtration is in place Special air filtration is in place 

 

For the Christmas Eve Mass at 4:00pm the Sunday protocols will be used. 

Masses for the Immuno-Compromised  



 

  

New to the parish?   
  

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.   

If interested in volunteer opportunities please call the office  

and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.   
  

 ¿Nuevo en la parroquia?  
  

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salón y complete un formulario de registro.  

Si está interesado en oportunidades de voluntariado, llame a la oficina  

y veremos cómo compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia. 

 

 

Parish Council  

Chair: Brian Raming 

 Secretary: Sue Szarek    
  

 

Parish Finance Council  

Chair: Robin Starrs     
  

 

Buildings & Grounds Commission 

Chair: Don Pierce  
  

 

Communications & Evangelization Commission 

Chair: Mike Ensley  

• Online & Social Media Resources:  

Deacon. Matt and Steve Kuehl 
  

 

Community Outreach Commission 

Chair: Elaina Quijada  

• Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez  

• Respect Life: Sue Szarek 

• Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl 
  

 

Faith Education & Formation Commission 

DRE:  Luci Castillo  

• Sacramental Preparation: Bonny Dodge 

•  RCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley 

• Small Group Bible Studies: Tom Asbury 

 

 

Liturgical Commission 

Chair: Joe Conway  

• Altar Guild: Sue Szarek 

Hispanic Community Commission 

Chair: Javier and Marta Espinoza  
  

Parish Life Commission 

Chair: Beth Fields 

• Deputy Chair: Bonny Dodge 

• Knights of Columbus: Jonathan Fischer 

• Lay Carmelites: Director: Jean Burton 
  

Stewardship Committee 

Chair: Brian Raming 
  

WCU Campus Ministry 

Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome  

  

  

  

  

Email:  

smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 

Website:  

stmarymotherofgod.com      

Social Media:  

facebook.com/stmarysylva 

instagram.com/stmarysylva 

youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod 

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496   

Sacramental Emergency:  828-631-0576 

Parish Organizations 



 

DECEMBER MASS SCHEDULE 

Dec 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Sunday Mass schedule as usual for the 3rd Sunday of Advent 

5:00 PM Procession beginning at the El Mercadito (W. Main) 

7:00 PM Mass for Our Lady of Guadalupe (Spanish) 

8:00 PM Fiesta after Mass  

 

Dec 24/25 Christmas 

Dec 24 at 4:00 PM   Vigil Mass in English 

Dec 24 at 7:00 PM  Vigil Mass in Spanish 

Dec 24 at 11:00 PM  Matins (Office of Readings) with Extended Vigils 

Dec 24 at 11:30 PM  Mass at Night in English 

Dec 25 at 10:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass in English 

 

Dec 31/Jan 1 Mary Mother of God (Patronal Feast of our Parish) 

Dec 31 at 6:30 PM Vigil Mass in English 

Adoration from after the Vigil Mass until Midnight 

Jan 1 at 10:00 AM Bilingual Mass 

Parish lunch celebration after Mass 

 

   


