‘ St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church
v 22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779
Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 8§28-586-2167

1/2/22 - Epipbany
Epifania
Pastor: Rev, Paul Asob, MDSP (Ext 102)

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome

Rev. Mr. John Szarek
Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor /DRE:

Luci Castillo (Ext 101/103)
Receptionist/ Office Assistant: Sarah Brown (Ext 100)

Lizurgical Music: Brad Martin / Joe Conway (Ext 104)

Bookkeeper: Ellen Miller
St. Dary’s Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl

Receptionist: Beth Fields

Gbe office will be closed December 23,24,25,30,31
Open Dec. 27 from 10am to 12pm

MASS TIMES at St. Mary’s CONFESSION/CONFESIONES at St. Mary’s

Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am

Wednesdays at 4:45 pm, Friday at 9:30 am
and Saturday at 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Espafiol)
Sunday at 8:30 am 11:30 am

Daily Masses:
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturdays at
9:00 am; Wednesday at 5:30 pm

Tiempos de confesiones

Miércoles de 4:45-5:15 pm
Viernes 9:30-10:30 am durante la Adoracion

Misas de fin de semana: Sabado 5:00-6:00 pm
Vigilia del sabado a las 7:00 pm (Espariiol) O con cita previa
Domingo a las 8.‘.?0 am. 11:30 a.m. Adoration and Benediction
Misas diarias: Every Friday following Mass until 10:30 am
Lunes, jueves, viernes y sabados a las 9:00 a.m. Ist Friday from 9:30 am -9:00 pm
Miércoles a las 5:30 p.m. Ist Saturday Holy Hour after Mass
Adoracion y Bendicion
Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry Todos los viernes después de la misa hasta las 10:30
(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm a.m. ler viernes de 9:30 a.m. a 10:00 p.m.
Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm ler sabado hora santa después de la misa

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496 Sacrament Emergency: 828-631-0576

Email: smmioi;zceﬁa%tmaﬁmothemi‘"ﬁod.com




Calendar - January 2™ to 9%

Sunday 8:30 am Sunday Mass
10:00 am Donuts, Dogma & Scripture Father Paul
11:30 am Sunday Mass Marta Conway+
Monday: 9:00 am Daily Mass
Tuesday: 6:00 pm RCIA Parish Hall
Wednesday: 5:30 pm No Mass
6:30 pm Faith Formation
Thursday: 9:00 am No Mass
Friday: 9:00 am Liturgy of the Word
9:30 am Adoration (until 9:00pm)
Saturday: 9:00 am No Mass
9:30 am Knights of Columbus 4" Degree Meeting
7:00 pm Misa de Vigilia
Sunday 8:30 am Sunday Mass
10:00 am Donuts, Dogma & Scripture Hymns of St. Ephraim (Deacon Matt)
11:30 am Sunday Mass
4:00 pm Sunday Mass (at WCU)
To request a Mass Intention: Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com
Use the envelopes near the women’s bathroom
Lizurgical (Dinister Schedule - Next Week
Ushers / Readers / Servers /
Mass / Misa Hospitalidad Lecturas Monaguillos
Sabado Jan8 7:00pm Familia Maya Marta Espinoza
Mike Ensley . .
Sunday Jan9 8:30am . Sue Szarek Brian Raming
Don Pierce
Robin Starrs Bella Core Newsomes
Sunday Jan9  11:30am . .
Joe Cerniglia Opal Core Gideon Freeman



mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

From the Pastor’s Desk

The Star God Sets Before Us

My dear brothers and sisters, as we celebrate the New Year and the
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God, the Patron feast day of our Parish, we
offer prayers of thanksgiving for His many blessings. We also join the
Diocese of Charlotte in this thanksgiving as she celebrates her 501
anniversary starting on the 12 of January, 2022 with a simultaneous
Holy Hour and Mass in all the parishes in the Diocese by 5:30 pm and
7:00 pm respectively. | invite all parishioners to spend time with the Lord
that day and the different Holy Hours, prayers and charity events that are
being planned for the year long celebrations. We place all our hopes,
needs and cares in the New year, in the Lord Jesus Christ who in the words
of St. Augustine "He was created of a mother whom he created. He was
carried by hands that He formed." As we celebrate our Parish's feast, we
ask for the continued intercessions of our Blessed “Theotokos”, (God
Bearer) who bore and carried in her hands the Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ, who is revealed to the whole world in the Solemnity of the
Epiphany.

The word Epiphany comes from the Greek word epiphania; meaning
revelation or manifestation. Before the arrival of the Magi (also called the
wise men), it was only the shepherds and those the shepherds told who
knew about the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:17-18). As we have read in today’s gospel, it was the Magi who announced the birth of Jesus
to King Herod and his officials. From then, the news became public. This is one of the reasons why the visit of the Magi is called
Epiphany; meaning the disclosure or revelation of the Lord.

Matthew 2:1 informs us that the Magi came from the East to Jerusalem. Suggestions have been made that the East was probably
within the region of the present-day Iran, Irag, Saudi Arabia, Yemen or Turkey. It has also been suggested that the Magi were
probably astronomers who observed stars and other celestial bodies. They saw a spectacular star which they, rightly, interpreted to
signify the birth of a great king. The Magi brought gifts to Jesus: gold, frankincense and myrrh. The gifts, further, revealed who
Jesus is: gold symbolizes Jesus our king; frankincense symbolizes Jesus our priest; and myrrh symbolizes Jesus’ death. The Magi
were non-Jews. Indeed, their visit was God’s plan that the birth of Jesus was also revealed to non-Jews. The Magi, no doubt, returned
to the East with the news of the birth of Jesus, hence revealing Jesus to the non-Jewish world as well.

It was not only the Magi that saw the spectacular star. Some people saw it, admired it, but it meant nothing to them. Some people
saw the star, knew that the star signified something special but did nothing about it. Only the Magi, after seeing the star, followed
the star until it stopped over the place Jesus was born. The Magi’s journey took them months, and they travelled through hills,
deserts, and rivers. Not even Herod could stop their mission. This means that the level of perseverance and passion determine the
level of success. The Magi teach us that with determination and perseverance, we will reach the ‘star’ God sets before us. The Magi
also listened and discerned God’s directions and warning and hence avoided returning to Herod. Their actions remind us to pray
and discern the will of God especially in this New Year.

Sincerely in Christ, Pastor, Fr. Paul Asoh, MSP

Housekeeping:

1. The Parish will celebrate its feast day on January 1%, the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God. There will be one Mass by 10 am
after which there will Parish launch/fiesta.

2. We join the Diocese of Charlotte to begin the celebration of 50" anniversary on January 12 (the day the first Bishop was installed
in 1972) with Holy Hour by 5:30 pm and Mass by 7:00 pm celebrated in every Parish on that day at the same time. There are
50™ anniversary prayer cards and 2022 calendars in the narthex, please feel free to pick one. The anniversary celebration is a
yearlong event with different activities until January 12, 2023.

3. The Epiphany blessing of holy water and salt, and chalk for New Year’s house blessings takes place this weekend Saturday,
January 1%, by 6 pm. Please bring your empty containers to be filled with the newly blessed holy water. Sachets of blessed salt,
chalk and the prayer pamphlet for the blessing of the house can be collected after the Mass of the Epiphany of Lord.

4. I will be taking a few days break, so there will not be daily Mass and confessions for Wednesday evening, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday mornings. There will be First Friday adoration starting with Liturgy of the Word by 9 am and ending with Benediction
by 9 pm. There will be Confessions on Saturday by 5 pm. Happy New Year everyone.




Desde el Escritorio del Pastor

La Estrella Puesta Delante de Nosotras

Mis queridos hermanos y hermanas, mientras celebramos el Afio Nuevo y
la Solemnidad de Maria Madre de Dios, la fiesta patronal de nuestra
Parroquia, ofrecemos oraciones de accion de gracias por Sus muchas
bendiciones. También nos unimos a la Didcesis de Charlotte en esta accion
de gracias mientras celebra su 50 aniversario a partir del 12 de enero de
2022 con una Hora Santa y Misa simultaneas en todas las parroquias de la
Dibcesis a las 5:30 pm y 7:00 pm respectivamente. Invito a todos los
feligreses a pasar tiempo con el Sefior ese dia y las diferentes Horas Santos,
oraciones y eventos de caridad que se estan planificando para las
celebraciones de todo el afio. Ponemos todas nuestras esperanzas,
necesidades y cuidados en el afio nuevo, en el Sefior Jesucristo que, en
palabras de San Agustin, "fue creado de una madre a quien cred. Fue
llevado por manos que El formé". Mientras celebramos la fiesta de nuestra
parroquia, pedimos la continua intercesion de nuestra Bendita
"Theotokos", (Dios Portador) que llevd y llevd en sus manos el Verbo
hecho carne, Jesucristo, quien se revela al mundo entero en la Solemnidad
de la Epifania.

La palabra Epifania proviene de la palabra griega epifania; significando
revelacion o manifestacion. Antes de la llegada de los Magos (también
llamados los magos), eran solo los pastores y aquellos a quienes los pastores contaban quienes sabian sobre el nacimiento de Jesus
(Lucas 2: 17-18). Como hemos leido en el evangelio de hoy, fueron los magos quienes anunciaron el nacimiento de Jesus al rey
Herodes y sus funcionarios. A partir de entonces, la noticia se hizo publica. Esta es una de las razones por las que la visita de los
Magos se llama Epifania; es decir, la revelacion o revelacion del Sefior.

Mateo 2:1 nos informa que los magos vinieron del este a Jerusalén. Se ha sugerido que Oriente probablemente se encontraba dentro
de la region de lo que hoy es Iran, Irak, Arabia Saudita, Yemen o Turquia. También se ha sugerido que los magos probablemente
eran astronomos que observaron estrellas y otros cuerpos celestes. Vieron una estrella espectacular que, con razén, interpretaron
que significaba el nacimiento de un gran rey. Los magos llevaron regalos a Jesus: oro, incienso y mirra. Los dones, ademas, revelaron
quién es Jesus: el oro simboliza a Jesus nuestro rey; el incienso simboliza a Jests nuestro sacerdote; y la mirra simboliza la muerte
de Jesus. Los magos no eran judios. De hecho, su visita fue el plan de Dios de que el nacimiento de Jesus también fuera revelado a
los no judios. Los magos, sin duda, regresaron a Oriente con la noticia del nacimiento de Jesus, por lo que también revelaron a Jesus
al mundo no judio.

No fueron solo los magos los que vieron la estrella espectacular. Algunas personas lo vieron, lo admiraron, pero no significo nada
para ellos. Algunas personas vieron la estrella, sabian que la estrella significaba algo especial pero no hicieron nada al respecto.
Solo los Magos, después de ver la estrella, la siguieron hasta que se detuvo sobre el lugar donde naci6 Jesus. El viaje de los magos
les llevd meses y viajaron a través de colinas, desiertos y rios. Ni siquiera Herodes pudo detener su mision. Esto significa que el
nivel de perseverancia y pasion determina el nivel de éxito. Los Magos nos ensefian que con determinacidon y perseverancia,
llegaremos a la "estrella" que Dios pone ante nosotros. Los magos también escucharon y discernieron las instrucciones y
advertencias de Dios y, por lo tanto, evitaron regresar a Herodes. Sus acciones nos recuerdan orar y discernir la voluntad de Dios,
especialmente en este Afio Nuevo.

Sinceramente en Cristo, Pastor, P. Paul Asoh, MSP
Noticias:

1. La Parroquia celebrara su fiesta el 1 de enero, solemnidad de Maria Madre de Dios. Habra una misa a las 10 am después de la cual
habra lanzamiento / fiesta de la parroquia.

2. Nos unimos a la Didcesis de Charlotte para comenzar la celebracion del 50 aniversario el 12 de enero (el dia en que se instalo el primer
obispo en 1972) con la Hora Santa a las 5:30 pm y la Misa a las 7:00 pm celebrada en cada parroquia en ese dia a la misma hora. Hay
tarjetas de oracion del 50 aniversario y calendarios 2022 en el nartex, no dude en elegir uno. La celebracion del aniversario es un evento
de un afio con diferentes actividades hasta el 12 de enero de 2023.

3. Labendicion de la Epifania de agua bendita, sal y tiza para las bendiciones de la casa de Afio Nuevo se lleva a cabo este fin de semana
el sdbado 1 de enero a las 6 pm. Por favor traiga sus recipientes vacios para llenarlos con el agua bendita recién bendecida. Las bolsitas
de sal bendita, tiza y el panfleto de oracion por la bendicién de la casa se pueden recoger después de la Misa de la Epifania del Sefor.

4. Me tomaré unos dias de descanso, por lo que no habra misa diaria ni confesiones los miércoles por la noche, jueves, viernes y sabados
por la mafiana. Habra adoracion el primer viernes comenzando con la Liturgia de la Palabra a las 9 am y terminando con la Bendicion
a las 9 pm. Habra confesiones el sabado a las 5 pm. Feliz Afio Nuevo a todos..




Religious Education

Faith Formation classes resume January 5, 2022
with a Community meeting celebrating the Epiphany of Jesus at 6:30pm

Las clases de formacion en la fe se reanudan el 5 de enero de 2022
con una reunion comunitaria celebrando la Epifania de Jests a las 6:30 pm

Stewardsbip

Offertory last weekend: $5,861 / Month to date: $15,658
2022 Offertory envelopes are available this weekend in the church entrance.

December Offertory

51,743
Surplus

Christmas a
Week2
Weeka

Week3

Week1

Ofertorio ultimo fin de semana: $5,861 / Mes hasta la fecha: $15,658
Los sobres del ofertorio 2022 estan disponibles este fin de semana en la entrada de la iglesia.

WCU Campus Ministry News

Holiday Masses at WCU:
Sunday Dec 12 Final Mass of the semester (No Mass on campus until January)
Sunday Jan 9  First campus Mass in 2022




PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES:

Alonso Family, Angel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury, Justin Basenese,
Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke, Caceres Family, Moon Chung,
Veroénica Natalia Chavez, Jim Clark, Sheila Coller, Will Crain, Martin Espinoza+, Diane Glover, Jim Glover,
Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris, Debbie Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Skip Karby+,
Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann, Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty &
McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsom, William Newsom, Jr., William Newsom, Sr.+,
Linwood Newsome, Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia Brizuela Pérez,
Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family, Veronica Rodriguez,
SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, Maria Sol Montel, Jay Thorne, Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner,
Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner
Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte)

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list
or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.

(Dasses for the Immuno-Compromised

With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the emergence of the omicron variant,
the protocols below are being adopted beginning Sunday, December 12, to make
our parish more welcoming to those with higher health risk or concerns.

Out of love and respect for our whole parish family,
please follow these guidelines.

SUNDAY — 8:30am Mass Wednesday — 5:30pm Mass
Mass will be live-streamed The right transept is reserved
to the Fellowship Hall for those with high risk
The door to the shelter area MASKS ARE REQUIRED
will be unlocked for access IN THE RIGHT TRANSEPT
MASKS ARE REQUIRED IN THE HALL All are requested to wear masks
Social distancing is required, and Celebrant will wear a mask
singing is not allowed in the Hall when giving communion
A Eucharistic Minister (with mask) Singing is not allowed
will bring communion Practice social distancing at communion
Special air filtration is in place Special air filtration is in place

For the Christmas Eve Mass at 4:00pm the Sunday protocols will be used.




Parisb Organizations

Parish Council
Chair: Brian Raming
Secretary: Sue Szarek

Parish Finance Council
Chair: Robin Starrs

Buildings & Grounds Commission
Chair: Don Pierce

Communications & Evangelization Commission

Chair: Mike Ensley
¢ Online & Social Media Resources:
Deacon. Matt and Steve Kuehl

Community Outreach Commission
Chair: Elaina Quijada
e Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez
e Respect Life: Sue Szarek
e Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl

Faith Education & Formation Commission

Liturgical Commission
Chair: Joe Conway
e Altar Guild: Sue Szarek
Hispanic Community Commission
Chair: Javier and Marta Espinoza

Parish Life Commission
Chair: Beth Fields
e Deputy Chair: Bonny Dodge
 Knights of Columbus: Jonathan Fischer
e Lay Carmelites: Director: Jean Burton

Stewardshib Commiittee
Chair: Brian Raming

WCU Campus Ministry
Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome

DRE: Luci Castillo
e Sacramental Preparation: Bonny Dodge
e RCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley
e Small Group Bible Studies: Tom Asbury

Email:
smmgolffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
Website:
stmarymotherofgod.com
Social Media:
facebook.com/stmarysylva
instagram.com/stmarysylva
youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod
Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496
Sacramental Emergency: 828-631-0576

New to the parish?

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.

If interested in volunteer opportunities please call the office

and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.

;Nuevo en la parroquia?

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salon y complete un formulario de registro.

Si esta interesado en oportunidades de voluntariado, llame a la oficina

y veremos como compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia.




ANGEL TREE GRATITUDE!

Many thanks, prayers, & blessings to the parishioners of St. Mary
from the recipients of your angel tree gifts.

Your gifts are deeply appreciated!

THE FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN

Food Pantry Hours: Saturdays after 7pm mass
Thursdays from 3:30-5:30pm

If you want to donate to the food pantry, please drop off any non-
perishable items in the parish hall.
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