St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church

22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779
Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 828-586-2167
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N Pastor: Rev, Paul Asob, MSP (Ext 102)
Deacons: Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome

Rev. Mr. John Szarek
Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles
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Administrative Assistant to the Pastor /DRE:
Luci Castillo (Ext 101/103)
Receptionist/ Office Assistant: Sarah Brown (Ext 100)
Licurgical Music: Joe Conway (Ext 104)

Bookkeeper: Ellen Miller
St. Dary’s Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl

Receprionist: Beth Fields
Office Dours /Noras de Oficina

Monday & Thursday: 10 to 2; Friday: 9 to 2; Saturday: 10 to 1
Lunes y Jueves: 10 to 2; Viernes: 9 to 2 Sabado: 10 to 1

CONFESSION/CONFESIONES

Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am

Wednesdays at 4:45 pm, Friday at 9:30 am
and Saturday at 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God

Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Espafiol)
Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Daily Masses: . .
Tiempos de confesiones

Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturdays at
9:00 am; Wednesday at 5:30 pm

Misas de fin de semana:

Vigilia del sabado a las 7:00 pm (Espariol)
Domingo a las 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Misas diarias:
Lunes, jueves, viernes y sabados a las 9:00 am
Miércoles a las 5:30 pm

Miércoles de 4:45-5:15 pm
Viernes 9:30-10:30 am durante la Adoracion
Sabado 5:00-6:00 pm
O con cita previa

Adoration and Benediction

Every Friday from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Ist Friday from 9:30 am -8:00 pm
Ist Saturday Holy Hour after Mass

Adoracion v Bendicion

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry

(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm
Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm

Todos los viernes de 6:00 a 8:00 pm
Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm
Primer sdbado Hora Santa después de la Misa

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496 Sacrament Emergency: 828-631-0576

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
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Calendar - Auqust 14 to 215°

Sunday 8:30 am Sunday Mass Jim Alexander+
10:00 am Sanctuary Episode 4 — Stigma

11:30 am  Sunday Mass Newsom Family
Monday: 9:00 am Solemnity of the Assumption JoAnn Martin

6:30 pm Assumption (bilingual) Janet G. Geddes+
Tuesday: 6:00 pm RCIA Parish Hall
Wednesday: 5:30 pm Daily Mass Marta Conway+
Thursday: 9:00 am Daily Mass

7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting

Friday: 9:00 am Daily Mass Mary Perlakoski+
6:00 pm Adoration (until 8:00 pm)

Saturday: 9:00 am Daily Mass Protection for Colin Davenport
10:00 am  Lay Carmelite Community Meeting
7:00 pm Misa de Vigilia

Sunday 8:30 am Sunday Mass Roger Grenier+ & Carole Lemay
10:00 am Sanctuary Episode 5 — Recovery
11:30 am  Sunday Mass Reiter Family

4:00 pm Sunday Mass (at WCU)

To request a Mass Intention: Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

Or use the envelopes near the women’s bathroom

Liturgical Dinister Schedule - INext Week

Ushers / Readers / Servers /
Mass / Misa Hospitalidad Lecturas Monaguillos
Sabado Augl13 7:00 pm Familia Perez Benita Bueno
Mike Ensley . .
Sunday Augl14 8:30am . Brian Raming Todd Wenberg
Don Pierce
Robin St N
Sunday Aug14 11:30am obin tarrs Sue Cerniglia . ewsomes
Joe Cerniglia Gideon Freeman



mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

From the Pastor’s Desk

Like a Fire in Our Hearts

The first reading is an example of when and where people refuse to humble
themselves and accept truth, but prefer to tell lies and prefer to kill the messenger
of truth. They do everything possible to sink truth into mud. The rescue of
Jeremiah shows that truth never remains buried in the mud. Truth will eventually
come to light, no matter how long it is hidden. Jesus says, “Therefore do not be
afraid of them. Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that
will not be known” (Matthew 10:26).

For some of us, the fire of the Gospel is the demands of justice (feeding the
hungry, clothing the naked, providing drink for those who thirst, freeing those
wrongly imprisoned, and making a home for the stranger) that brings forth fire.
Others among us are passionate about prayer and the spiritual life. And then, of
course, we have those relationships that we protect fiercely.

The conquering of Judah, the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, and
carrying of the people into exile show the unfortunate consequences of
arrogance, lies, and rejection of truth. St. Paul cautions, “The wages of sin is
death” (Romans 6:23). When we are confronted with truth, do we take the path
of the princes; that is, reject the truth, tell lies, get rid of the messenger of the truth? Or do we take the path of Ebedmelech; that is,
speak the truth and see that the messenger of the truth is saved?

When looked at from the perspective of discipleship, we recognize that what Jesus is asking us to consider is the prophetic stance
that is part of discipleship. However, as we can see in story of Jeremiah, that prophetic stance can put us at odds with those who are
opposed to the truth.. This can happen at home at the dinner table, or in workspaces, neighborhoods, or churches, when those hot
button topics arise over issues of politics, religion, education, family, sexuality, immigration, and others to mention a few.

As we think of the story of Jeremiah and the mission of Jesus, because Jeremiah and Jesus were calling for change, the comforts
and complacency of these resisters was being burned up by the fire of the prophetic proclamation. Let us embrace their message
and brace ourselves with faith for the push back and consequences from those who resist the truth. This is what put Jeremiah in
prison. This is what put Jesus on the cross.

In 2016, Pope Francis spoke of this refining fire of prophetic proclamation when he reflected: “The fire that Jesus speaks of is the
fire of the Holy Spirit, the presence living and working in us from the day of our Baptism. It is the fire, a creative force that purifies
and renews, that burns all human misery, all selfishness, all sin, which transforms us from within, regenerates us and makes us able
to love. Jesus wants the Holy Spirit to blaze like fire in our heart, for it is only from the heart that the fire of divine love can spread
and advance the Kingdom of God. It does not come from the head, it comes from the heart. This is why Jesus wants fire to enter
our heart. If we open ourselves completely to the action of this fire which is the Holy Spirit, He will give us the boldness and the
fervor to proclaim to everyone Jesus and his consoling message of mercy and salvation, navigating on the open sea, without fear.”

The fire Jesus sets on us makes us the light of the world that cannot be hidden or put under a bowl. May we let our light shine so
that our good works be seen, and God be glorified (Matthew 5:14-16). May no cloud of darkness or evil wind overshadow or blow
out your light. Amen!

Sincerely in Christ, Pastor, Fr. Paul Asoh, MSP

Housekeeping:

1. Starting this weekend Sunday,we will introduce the guitar for liturgical musical accompaniment for the 8:30 am Mass as we
only have an organist at the 11:30 am Mass.

2. Please let us welcome Fr. Jude Alih, MSP who is standing in while Fr. Paul is on vacation. He will celebrate Masses and the
Sacraments while he is away.

3. Our parish will take up a second Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS), the last weekend of this
month (August 27 & 28), a collection approved by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to be taken every three years. The
AMS provides pastoral care to Catholic men and women serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, enrolled at a U.S. Military Academy,
being treated as a patient at any of the 153 Veterans Medical Centers, or who work for the federal government beyond U.S.
borders - including those from our own parish and diocese. The AMS does not receive any funding from the government or
military and has no parishes from which to receive a weekly assessment. To learn more about the AMS, go to
www.milarch.org/nationalcollection.

4. This Monday, August 15" is the solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. There will be Mass in English at 9:00
am and a bilingual Mass at 6:30 pm.




Desde el Escritorio del Pastor

Como un Fuego en Nuestros Corazones

La Asuncion es la fiesta més antigua de Nuestra Sefiora, pero no sabemos La
primera lectura es un ejemplo de cuando y donde las personas se niegan a
humillarse y aceptar la verdad, sino que prefieren decir mentiras y prefieren matar
al mensajero de la verdad. Hacen todo lo posible por hundir la verdad en el lodo.
El rescate de Jeremias muestra que la verdad nunca queda enterrada en el lodo. La
verdad finalmente saldra a la luz, sin importar cuanto tiempo esté oculta. Jesus
dice: “Por tanto, no les tengais miedo. Nada hay encubierto que no haya de ser
revelado, ni secreto que no haya de saberse” (Mateo 10:26).

Para algunos de nosotros, el fuego del Evangelio son las exigencias de la justicia
(alimentar al hambriento, vestir al desnudo, dar de beber al sediento, liberar a los
encarcelados injustamente y hacer un hogar para el extranjero) que produce fuego.
Otros entre nosotros son apasionados por la oracion y la vida espiritual. Y luego,
por supuesto, tenemos esas relaciones que protegemos ferozmente.

La conquista de Juda, la destruccion de Jerusalén y del templo, y el traslado del
pueblo al exilio muestran las desafortunadas consecuencias de la arrogancia, la
mentira y el rechazo de la verdad. San Pablo advierte: “La paga del pecado es
muerte” (Romanos 6:23). Cuando nos enfrentamos a la verdad, ;tomamos el
camino de los principes? es decir, rechazar la verdad, decir mentiras, deshacerse del mensajero de la verdad? ;O tomamos el camino de
Ebedmelec; es decir, hablar la verdad y hacer que el mensajero de la verdad se salve?

Cuando miramos desde la perspectiva del discipulado, reconocemos que lo que Jests nos pide que consideremos es la postura profética
que es parte del discipulado. Sin embargo, como podemos ver en la historia de Jeremias, esa postura profética puede ponernos en
desacuerdo con aquellos que se oponen a la verdad. Surgen temas candentes sobre temas de politica, religion, educacion, familia,
sexualidad, inmigracidn y otros, por mencionar algunos.

Al pensar en la historia de Jeremias y la mision de Jesus, debido a que Jeremias y Jestis pedian un cambio, las comodidades y la
complacencia de estos resistentes estaban siendo quemadas por el fuego de la proclamacion profética. Abracemos su mensaje y
preparémonos con fe para el retroceso y las consecuencias de aquellos que se resisten a la verdad. Esto es 1o que puso a Jeremias en prision.
Esto es lo que puso a Jesus en la cruz.

En 2016, el Papa Francisco habld de este fuego refinador del anuncio profético cuando reflexiono: “El fuego del que habla Jests es el
fuego del Espiritu Santo, la presencia que vive y obra en nosotros desde el dia de nuestro Bautismo. Es el fuego, fuerza creadora que
purifica y renueva, que quema toda miseria humana, todo egoismo, todo pecado, que nos transforma desde dentro, nos regenera y nos hace
capaces de amar. Jesus quiere que el Espiritu Santo arda como fuego en nuestro corazon, porque solo desde el corazon el fuego del amor
divino puede extenderse y hacer avanzar el Reino de Dios. No viene de la cabeza, viene del corazon. Por eso Jesus quiere que entre fuego
en nuestro corazon. Si nos abrimos completamente a la accion de este fuego que es el Espiritu Santo, El nos dara la audacia y el fervor
para anunciar a todos a Jesus y su consolador mensaje de misericordia y salvacion, navegando en mar abierto, sin miedo”.

El fuego que Jesus enciende en nosotros nos convierte en la luz del mundo que no se puede ocultar ni poner debajo de un cuenco. Que
brille nuestra luz para que se vean nuestras buenas obras y Dios sea glorificado (Mateo 5:14-16). Que ninguna nube de oscuridad o viento
maligno ensombrezca o apague tu luz. jAmén!

Sinceramente en Cristo, Pastor, P. Paul Asoh, MSP

Noticias:

1. A partir de este fin de semana domingo, introduciremos la guitarra para el acompafamiento musical litirgico en la Misa de las 8:30
am ya que solo tenemos un organista en la Misa de las 11:30 am.

2. Démosle la bienvenida al P. Jude Alih, MSP, quien estd presente mientras el p. Pablo esta de vacaciones. Celebrard misas y sacramentos
mientras esté fuera.

3. Nuestra parroquia realizara una segunda Colecta para la Arquidiocesis para los Servicios Militares, EE. UU. (AMS), el ultimo fin de
semana de este mes (27 y 28 de agosto), una colecta aprobada por la Conferencia de Obispos Catdlicos de EE. tres afios. El AMS brinda
atencion pastoral a hombres y mujeres catdlicos que sirven en las Fuerzas Armadas de los EE. UU., inscritos en una Academia Militar
de los EE. UU., que reciben tratamiento como pacientes en cualquiera de los 153 Centros Médicos para Veteranos, o que trabajan para
el gobierno federal mas alla de las fronteras de los EE. UU., incluidos los de nuestra propia parroquia y didcesis. El AMS no recibe
ningun financiamiento del gobierno o del ejército y no tiene parroquias de las cuales recibir una evaluacion semanal. Para obtener mas
informacion sobre el AMS, visite www.milarch.org/nationalcollection.

4. Este lunes 15 de agosto es la solemnidad de la Asuncién de la Santisima Virgen Maria. Habra Misa en inglés a las 9:00 am y una Misa
bilingiie a las 6:30 pm.




Reliqious Education

Confirmation will be celebrated on Monday, August 22, at 7pm at St. John the Evangelist in Waynesville.
Come and support our four Confirmandi who have been preparing for the last six months.

La confirmacion se celebrara el lunes 22 de agosto a las 7 pm en St. John the Evangelist en Waynesville.
Ven y apoya a nuestros cuatro Confirmandi que se han estado preparando durante los Gltimos seis meses.

Welcome Faith Formation students!

Classes for the new school year begin on Wednesday, September 7. This year .

we will go back to in-person classes every week. /\\ . ’/,.\
iBienvenidos estudiantes de Formacion en la Fe! = —
Las clases para el nuevo afio escolar comienzan el miércoles 7 de septiembre. FAITH

Este afio volveremos a las clases presenciales todas las semanas. FORMATION

Stewardsbip

Offertory last weekend: $4,651 / Month to date: $4,651

Ofertorio ultimo fin de semana: $4,651 / Mes hasta la fecha: $4,651

50 Acts of Charity School Supplies /50 Actos de Caridad Ukiles Escolares

School starts soon! Children need supplies! Can you help? Let’s help the
children of Jackson County start the school year right with new supplies.

As part of our 50 Acts of Charity, we’ll be collecting School Supplies for
school age children in Jackson County. Please pick up a couple things and
place in the box in the vestibule. All donations will be coordinated with
Catholic Charities and be donated to local children in need.

Children are our most treasured and important investment in our future.
Let’s help them start the academic year right!

iLa escuela comienza pronto! jLos nifios necesitan suministros! ;Puede usted ayudar? Ayudemos a los nifios del
condado de Jackson a comenzar bien el afio escolar con nuevos ttiles.

Como parte de nuestros 50 actos de caridad, recolectaremos ttiles escolares para nifios en edad escolar en el condado
de Jackson. Recoja un par de cosas y coloquelas en la caja en el vestibulo. Todas las donaciones se coordinaran con
Caridades Catdlicas y se donaran a nifios locales necesitados.

Los nifios son nuestra inversion mas preciada e importante en nuestro futuro. jAyudémoslos a comenzar bien el afio
académico!




PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES:

Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Angel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury,
Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke, Caceres Family,
Moon Chung, Verdnica Natalia Chavez, Jim Clark, Sheila Coller, Will Crain, Noah & Bridger Ensley+, Rebecca &

Russell Ensley, Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham,
Miles Harris, Debbie Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela,, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann,
Sam Matthews, Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsom,
William Newsom, Jr., Linwood Newsome, Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia
Brizuela Pérez, Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family,
Veronica Rodriguez, SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, Maria Sol Montel, Jay Thorne,

Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner
Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte)

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list
or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.

Sanctuary Course

How can a church become a sanctuary—a place where
individuals living with mental health challenges feel
safe, supported, and a sense of belonging? The
Sanctuary Course for Catholics was created to inspire
and equip communities of faith that are asking this
important question. Developed in consultation with
mental health professionals, theologians, and people
with lived experience, this eight-session study guide
explores key mental health topics and examines
meaningful ways to offer companionship, support
recovery, and promote wellbeing.

The Sanctuary Course continues every
Sunday at Donuts and Dogma (10:00 am)

SANCTUARY

Mental Health Ministries

Our session on August 21 will discuss Recovery from
Mental illness. In the video segment, we will meet
Augustina, who lives with depression. The video is not
graphic, but does reference suicidal thoughts.




WCU Campus Miniscry

We will welcome back the students at Western Carolina University with our first Masses on campus:
Sunday, August 21, 4:00 pm
Friday, August 26, 12:15 pm

For more information visit:

wcucatholic.org
Parisb Orx
Parish Council Liturgical Commission
Chair: Brian Raming Chair: Joe Conway
Secretary: Sue Szarek - Altar Guild: Sue Szarek

Hispanic Community Commission

Parish Finance Council
Chair: Robin Starrs

Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas

o . Parish Life Commission
Buildings & Grounds Commission

Chair: Javier & Analise Comacho

Chair: Don Pierce - Knights of Columbus: Jonathan Fischer

Communications & Evangelization Commission - Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton
Chair: Mike Ensley Stewardship Committee
- Online & Social Media Resources: Chair: Brian Raming
Deacon Matt and Brittany Lester WCU Campus Ministry
Community OQutreach Commission Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome
Chair: Elaina Quijada
- Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
- Respect Life: Sue Szarek Website: stmarymotherofgod.com
- Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl Social Media:

Faith Education & Formation Commission facebook.com/stmarysylva

Chair: Bonnie Dodge
DRE: Luci Castillo youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod

instagram.com/stmarysylva

- RCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496

. Contact Luci for sacramental needs Sacramental Emergency: 828-631-0576

New to the parish?

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.
If interested in volunteer opportunities please call the office

and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.

;Nuevo en la parroquia?

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salén y complete un formulario de registro.
Si esta interesado en oportunidades de voluntariado, llame a la oficina

y veremos como compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia.




Eucharistic Congress & Pilgrim Statue / Congreso Eucharistico y Estatua Peregrina
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