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St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church

22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779
Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 8§28-586-2167

11/27/22 - 1°* Sunday of Advent
I Domingo de Adviento

JesusiCmst, and
e N0 Devision

the fiesh to
LIS desires

alS

Pastor: Rev, Paul Asob, (DSP (Ext 102)

Deacons:

Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired)
Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles

Administrative Assistanc to the Pastor /DRE:
Luci Castillo (Ext 101/103)
Receptionist / Office Assistant: Sarah Brown (Ext 100)
Lizurgical Music: Trinity Leger / Joe Conway (Ext 104)

Bookkeeper: Carla Haire
St. Dary’s Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl

Office Dours /Doras de Oficina

Monday & Thursday: 10 to 2; Friday: 9 to 2; Saturday: 10 to 1

Lunes y Jueves: 10 to 2; Viernes: 9 to 2 Sabado: 10 to 1

MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God

Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Espafiol)
Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Daily Masses:
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturdays at
9:00 am; Wednesday at 5:30 pm

Misas de fin de semana:
Vigilia del sabado a las 7:00 pm (Espariol)
Domingo a las 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Misas diarias:
Lunes, jueves, viernes y sabados a las 9:00 am
Miércoles a las 5:30 pm

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry

(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm
Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm

CONFESSION/CONFESIONES

10:45 until 11:15 am

Wednesdays at 4:45 pm, Friday at 9:30 am
and Saturday at 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

Sunday:

Tiempos de confesiones
Miércoles de 4:45-5:15 pm
Viernes 9:30-10:30 am durante la Adoracion
Sabado 5:00-6:00 pm
O con cita previa

Adoration and Benediction

Every Friday from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Ist Friday from 9:30 am -8:00 pm
Ist Saturday Holy Hour after Mass

Adoracion y Bendicion
Todos los viernes de 6:00 a 8:00 pm
Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm
Primer sdbado Hora Santa después de la Misa

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496

Sacrament Emergency: 828-631-0576

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com




Sunday

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday

Calendar - November 27% to December 4

8:30 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
4:00 pm

9:00 am
6:00 pm

5:30 pm
6:30 pm

9:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

9:00 am
10:00 am
12:15 pm

9:00 am
7:00 pm

8:30 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
4:00 pm
6:30 pm

To request a Mass Intention:

Sunday Mass

Sunday Mass

Sunday Mass (at WCU)

Daily Mass

Gerald Karcher+
Donuts & Dogma — Authority & Continuity Session 5
Guy & Susan Karcher

Pro Populo

Paul+ & Joan Conway

English Class / Clase de Inglés

NO MASS

Faith Formation Community Meeting

NO MASS

Clase de Computacion

Education Commission Meeting

Daily Mass

Don & Peggy Pierce+

First Friday Adoration (until 8:00 pm)

Daily Mass (at WCU)

Daily Mass
Misa en Espaiiol

Sunday Mass

Donuts & Dogma — Authority & Continuity Session 6

Sunday Mass

Sunday Mass (at WCU)

Douglas Irving+

Martin Espinoza+

Deceased of the Lamanna Family+

William Newsom+

Pro Populo

Novena to the Virgin of Guadalupe begins

Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

Or use the envelopes near the women’s bathroom

Liturgical (Dinister Schedule - INext Week

Ushers / Readers / Servers /
Mass / Misa Hospitalidad Lecturas Monaguillos

Sabado Dec3 7:00 pm Familia Perez Patricia Hernandez

Mike Ensley . Brian Raming
Sunday Dec4 8:30am ) Caryn Raming

Don Pierce Todd Wenberg

Robin Starrs Alister, Gideon,
Sunday Dec4 11:30am Jonathan Fischer Kristen, Maddie,

Joe Cerniglia

Malcolm



mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

From the Pastor’s Desk

We Give Thanks!

I’ve never been one to get too excited about secular holidays, but one I do really
appreciate is Thanksgiving. Out of all of them, this one most directly expresses
that central Christian attitude of gratitude. One of the core teachings of our faith
— one that we often overlook — is to be grateful at all times for the blessings
God has given us. The Scriptures are full of injunctions for us to give thanks. In
the Old Testament, we read in Isaiah to “give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his
name; among all nations make known his deeds” (Is 12:4). The Psalms instruct
us to “give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting” (Ps 118:1).

This theme is emphasized even more in the New Testament. In the gospels, Jesus
admonishes the nine lepers who were cured and did not offer thanks to God for
their blessing (Lk 17:11-19). In his first letter to the Thessalonians, St. Paul
teaches that it is the will of God that we give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thess
5:18). All circumstances. It’s easy for us to feel thankful when things are going
well for us, but being thankful in difficult times is... well, difficult. Yet this is
precisely what we are called to do.

St. Paul gives us what I think is a good example of this in the opening to his first letter to the Corinthians. If you know anything
about Paul’s letters to the Corinthians you know that they are corrective letters. The Church in Corinth was a troubled church.
Things were not well there. They were going astray in all kinds of ways, broken up into various factions. No doubt they were
the cause of much stress and concern for Paul and the other Apostles. But notice how Paul chooses to begin his corrective
letter of admonishment to them: “I give thanks to my God always on your account” (1 Cor 1:4). Having an attitude of gratitude
even in hard times is the secret to knowing the peace and joy that Christ offers. Remember, Jesus never promises that his
followers will have easy, care-free lives. But he does promise peace and joy.

Giving thanks in hard times is indeed the very purpose of this national holiday. This Day of Thanksgiving was established at
a time when our country was literally tearing itself apart. In October of 1863, “in the midst of a civil war of unequaled
magnitude and severity,” as he put it, President Abraham Lincoln declared that the last Thursday in November be kept “as a
day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.” And what most Americans think of as
the first Thanksgiving — the meal shared between the Plymouth colonists and the Wampanoag tribe in 1621 to celebrate a
successful corn harvest — came after a brutal winter during which over half of the colonists died.

For Catholics, the concept of thanksgiving is fundamentally tied to our worship of God. In most all ancient societies the
worship of the gods was made through sacrifice, but usually those sacrifices were about appeasing the gods. In the Jewish
tradition, however, the idea of sacrifice was more about offering thanks to God for his blessings. We see this going all the
way back to the sacrifice of Abel the just, offering the first fruits of his livestock. The sacrifice of bread and wine by
Melchizedek was offered in thanksgiving for Abram’s victory. The great Passover sacrifice was renewed each year in
thanksgiving for being liberated from slavery in Egypt. The greatest sacrifice of all, Jesus’ offering of himself to God the
Father on the cross for our salvation is the perfect act of thanksgiving. That’s why we call our participation in that sacrifice
Eucharist — the Greek word for “thanksgiving.” It’s worth noting that this thanksgiving meal was instituted by Christ when
he was on the cusp of his Passion. Even knowing all that he was about to suffer in the coming hours, our Lord took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his disciples (1 Cor 11:23-24).

So the idea of gathering together with loved ones around a table to celebrate a ritual meal of thanksgiving — even when times
are tough — is nothing new to Catholics. We’ve been doing it for two thousand years. It’s part of our Catholic DNA. We
thank God for guiding us through the last liturgical year, and as we begin the new liturgical year and Advent Season, we give
thanks to you, O Mighty God.

(From Deacon Matthew Newsome s homily on Thanksgiving Day)

Housekeeping:

1. Thank you for your contributions and support of the DSA, we are currently $1,447 short of our goal of $19,146 (92% of goal). 44
families have contributed. We currently have $4,797 for the Priests Retirement collection, and still a little short of our goal. We continue
to ask for your generosity. A little more and we would reach these goals.

2. We are having a Blood Drive at church on Saturday, December 10. For details see the flyer (in English & Spanish) with the signup
sheet on the bulletin board.

3. There will not be Mass or confessions on Wedensday, November 30, and Thursday, December 1, since Fr. Paul will be in Charlotte for
a meeting with Bishop Jugis. There will be Mass and adoration as usual on Monday, First Friday and Saturday.




Desde el Escritorio del Pastor

1Damos gracias!

Nunca he sido de los que se emocionan demasiado con las festividades seculares, pero
una que realmente aprecio es el Dia de Accion de Gracias. De todos ellos, éste expresa
mas directamente esa actitud cristiana central de gratitud. Una de las ensefianzas
centrales de nuestra fe, que a menudo pasamos por alto, es estar agradecidos en todo
momento por las bendiciones que Dios nos ha dado. Las Escrituras estan llenas de
mandatos para que demos gracias. En el Antiguo Testamento, leemos en Isaias “Dad
gracias al Sefior, aclamad su nombre; den a conocer sus obras entre todas las naciones”
(Is 12,4). Los Salmos nos instruyen a “dar gracias al Sefior porque es bueno, su amor
es eterno” (Sal 118:1). Este tema se enfatiza aun mas en el Nuevo Testamento. En los
evangelios, Jestis amonesta a los nueve leprosos que fueron curados y no dieron gracias
a Dios por su bendicion (Lc 17,11-19). En su primera carta a los Tesalonicenses, San
Pablo ensefia que es la voluntad de Dios que demos gracias en todas las circunstancias
(1 Tes 5,18). Todas las circunstancias. Es facil para nosotros sentirnos agradecidos
cuando las cosas nos van bien, pero estar agradecidos en tiempos dificiles es... bueno,
dificil. Sin embargo, esto es precisamente lo que estamos llamados a hacer.

San Pablo nos da lo que creo que es un buen ejemplo de esto en la apertura de su primera carta a los Corintios. Si sabe algo acerca
de las cartas de Pablo a los corintios, sabe que son cartas correctivas. La Iglesia en Corinto era una iglesia con problemas. Las cosas
no estaban bien alli. Se estaban extraviando en todo tipo de formas, divididos en varias facciones. Sin duda fueron la causa de mucho
estrés y preocupacion para Pablo y los otros Apdstoles. Pero fijate como elige Pablo comenzar su carta correctiva de amonestacion
a ellos: “Doy gracias a mi Dios siempre por vosotros” (1 Cor 1, 4). Tener una actitud de gratitud aun en los momentos dificiles es
el secreto para conocer la paz y el gozo que ofrece Cristo. Recuerde, Jestis nunca promete que sus seguidores tendran una vida facil
y sin preocupaciones. Pero promete paz y alegria..

Dar gracias en tiempos dificiles es, de hecho, el prop6sito mismo de esta fiesta nacional. Este Dia de Accion de Gracias se establecio
en un momento en que nuestro pais literalmente se estaba desgarrando. En octubre de 1863, “en medio de una guerra civil de
magnitud y severidad sin igual”, como ¢él lo expreso, el presidente Abraham Lincoln declar6 que el tltimo jueves de noviembre se
guardaria “como un dia de accidn de gracias y alabanza a nuestro Padre bienaventurado que mora en los cielos.” Y lo que la mayoria
de los estadounidenses consideran el primer Dia de Accion de Gracias, la comida compartida entre los colonos de Plymouth y la
tribu Wampanoag en 1621 para celebrar una cosecha de maiz exitosa, se produjo después de un invierno brutal durante el cual murio6
mas de la mitad de los colonos.

Para los catodlicos, el concepto de accion de gracias estd fundamentalmente ligado a nuestra adoracion a Dios. En la mayoria de las
sociedades antiguas, la adoracion de los dioses se hacia a través del sacrificio, pero por lo general esos sacrificios eran para apaciguar
a los dioses. En la tradicion judia, sin embargo, la idea del sacrificio se trataba mas de dar gracias a Dios por sus bendiciones. Vemos
esto remontandose al sacrificio de Abel el justo, ofreciendo las primicias de su ganado. El sacrificio de pan y vino de Melquisedec
fue ofrecido en accion de gracias por la victoria de Abram. El gran sacrificio de la Pascua se renovaba cada afio en accion de gracias
por haber sido liberados de la esclavitud en Egipto. El mayor sacrificio de todos, el ofrecimiento de Jesus de si mismo a Dios Padre
en la cruz por nuestra salvacion, es el acto perfecto de accion de gracias. Es por eso que llamamos Eucaristia a nuestra participacion
en ese sacrificio, la palabra griega para “accion de gracias”. Vale la pena sefialar que esta comida de accion de gracias fue instituida
por Cristo cuando estaba en la ctspide de su Pasion. Aun sabiendo todo lo que iba a sufrir en las horas venideras, nuestro Sefior
tomo pan, dio gracias, lo partié y lo compartié con sus discipulos (1 Cor 11, 23-24).

Entonces, la idea de reunirse con sus seres queridos alrededor de una mesa para celebrar una comida ritual de accion de gracias,
incluso cuando los tiempos son dificiles, no es nada nuevo para los catélicos. Lo hemos estado haciendo durante dos mil afios. Es
parte de nuestro ADN catolico. Damos gracias a Dios por guiarnos durante el ultimo afio litirgico, y al comenzar el nuevo afio
litArgico y la temporada de Adviento, te damos gracias, oh Dios poderoso.

(De la homilia del Diacono Matthew Newsome en el Dia de Accion de Gracias)

Noticias:

1. Gracias por sus contribuciones y apoyo a DSA, actualmente nos faltan $1,447 para nuestra meta de $19,146 (92% de la meta). 44
familias han Gracias por sus contribuciones y apoyo a DSA, actualmente nos faltan $1,447 para nuestra meta de $19,146 (92%
de la meta). 44 familias han contribuido. Actualmente tenemos $4,797 para la colecta de Jubilacion de Sacerdotes, y ain estamos
un poco por debajo de nuestra meta. Seguimos pidiendo su generosidad. Un poco mas y alcanzariamos estos objetivos.

2.Tendremos una campana de donacion de sangre en la iglesia el sabado 10 de diciembre. Para mas detalles, vea el volante (en
inglés y espaiiol) con la hoja de inscripcion en el tablon de anuncios.

3.No habra Misa ni confesiones el miércoles 30 de noviembre y el jueves 1 de diciembre, ya que el P. Paul estara en Charlotte para
reunirse con el obispo Jugis. Habrd misa y adoracién como de costumbre el lunes, primer viernes y sabado.




Religious Education

Faith Formation Community Meeting is on November 30. e
7 - /,v\
La reunion de la comunidad de formacion de fe es el 30 de FAITH
noviembre. FORMATION

Bookrack / Estante de Llibros
St Mary’s Bookrack has the 2023 Christian prayer and Liturgy of the hours guides. We also have the new Sunday

missals. Beginning next week, Advent items will be available.

St Mary’s Bookrack tiene las guias de oracion cristiana y liturgia de las horas de 2023. También tenemos los nuevos
misales dominicales. A partir de la proxima semana, los articulos de Adviento estaran disponibles.

UC® Food Collection /UCM Recoleccion de Alimentos

Food Food

United Christian Ministries esta organizando su

United Christian Ministries is hosting their annual proyecto anual Christmas Break Food Bag. Crean
Christmas Break Food Bag project. They create large grandes bolsas de alimentos para nifios necesitados
bags of food for children in need in Jackson County. en el condado de Jackson. Les dan a los nifios comida

Thev give children easy to make food for th.ew facil de hacer para sus vacaciones de Navidad, para
Christmas Efreak, so they do not go hungry. Listed que no pasen hambre. A continuacion se enumeran
helow are items we have been asked to donate, los articulos que se nos ha pedido que donemos,

please keep in mind that plastic and squeezable -
_ tenga en cuenta que se prefieren los recipientes de
containers are preferred. pléstico y comprimibles.
Peanut"Eutter Mantequilla de mani
_JE ¥ Gelatina
Fruits Cups Copas de frutas
Applesauce Coba
All donations are due Wednesday December 14™, , .
Todas las donaciones vencen el miércoles

Thank you! 14 de diciembre. |Gracias!




PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES:

Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Angel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury,
Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Fran Berry, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke,
Caceres Family, Moon Chung, Veronica Natalia Chavez, Jim Clark, Will Crain, Rebecca & Russell Ensley,
Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris,
Debbie Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann,

Sam Matthews, Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsom,
William Newsom, Jr., Linwood Newsome, Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia
Brizuela Pérez, Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family,
Veronica Rodriguez, SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, Maria Sol Montel, Teresa Starrs, Jay Thorne,
Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner
Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte)

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list
or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.

Auchority & Continuity

Protecting God's Children

The Second Vatican Council was a gathering of
Catholic bishops from around the world that took
place from 1962-1965. Much of the ongoing
confusion regarding the Second Vatican Council
stems not only from a lack of familiarity with the
Council’s documents but also from a lack of
understanding about how its various teachings fit
together. In this new miniseries, Dr. Richard DeClue
sheds light on precisely what was discussed and
debated at Vatican Il by the Catholic bishops and
explains why it is important for Catholics today to
understand Vatican Il.

Donuts & Dogma

Continues on
Sundays at 10:00am
in the Fellowship Hall

NEW MINI-SERIES AVAILABLE ON
THE WORD ON FIRE INSTITUTE YOUTUBE CHANNEL

AUTHORITY& |

(ONTINUITY 8

Authority & Continuity explains Vatican Il through
the salvation-historical perspective

Help protect all of God’s children

Everyone has a role to play in protecting children. North
Carolina law requires all adults to immediately report
suspected child abuse by anyone to law enforcement.

To report, please call 9-1-1 or contact local law enforcement.

Also, if you have information about possible sexual abuse or
misconduct by any clergy, employee or volunteer of the Diocese
of Charlotte, report concerns securely and anonymously over the

phone or online: 1-888-630-5929 or
www.RedFlagReporting.com/RCDOC.

Ayuda a proteger a todos los nifios de Dios

Todo el mundo tiene un papel que desempefiar en la
proteccion de los nifios. La ley de Carolina del Norte
requiere que todos los adultos informen inmediatamente a
las autoridades si sospechan abuso infantil por parte de
cualquier persona.

Para reportar, por favor llama a 9-1-1 o con la policia local.

Ademas, si tiene informacion sobre un posible abuso sexual o
mala conducta por parte de cualquier miembro del clero,
empleado o voluntario de la Didcesis de Charlotte, por favor
reportar sus inquietudes de forma segura y andonima las por
teléfono o en linea: 1-888-630-5929 o
www.RedFlagReporting.com/RCDOC.



http://www.redflagreporting.com/RCDOC
http://www.redflagreporting.com/RCDOC

Angel Gree Begins Ilovember 26

This year our Angel Tree will focus on our homebound parishioners and

Skyland Care Center residents. We will have the tree with donation %@7
requests in the church on the first weekend of Advent, Saturday o=

November 26th. We thank you for your generosity and hope you will 44:\
consider participating. A

Este afo, nuestro Angel Tree se centrara en nuestros feligreses /J—\
confinados en sus hogares y en los residentes del Skyland Care Center. /‘/-r‘-\
Tendremos el arbol con las solicitudes de donacion en la iglesia el
primer fin de semana de Adviento, sabado 26 de noviembre. Le
agradecemos su generosidad y esperamos que considere participar.

Parisb Orqanizations

Parish Council
Chair: Brian Raming

Secretary: Sue Szarek

Parish Finance Council
Chair: Robin Starrs

Buildings & Grounds Commission

Chair: Don Pierce

Communications & Evangelization Commission
Chair: Linda Gray
- Online & Social Media Resources:
Deacon Matt and Linda Gray

Community Outreach Commission
Chair: Elaina Quijada
- Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez

- Respect Life: Sue Szarek
- Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl

Faith Education & Formation Commission

Chair: Bonnie Dodge
DRE: Luci Castillo
- OCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley
- Contact Luci for sacramental needs

Liturgical Commission

Chair: Joe Conway
- Altar Guild: Sue Szarek

Hispanic Community Commission
Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas

Parish Life Commission

Chair: Javier & Analise Comacho
- Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia
- Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton

Stewardship Committee

Chair: Brian Raming

WCU Campus Ministry
Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
Website: stmarymotherofgod.com

Social Media:
facebook.com/stmarysylva
instagram.com/stmarysylva

youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod
Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496
Sacramental Emergency: 828-631-0576

New to the parish?

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.
Want to volunteer? Please call the office and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.

;Nuevo en la parroquia?

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salon y complete un formulario de registro.
(Quieres ser voluntario? Llame a la oficina y lo ayudaremos a compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia.
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