St. Mary, Mother of God, Carholic Church

22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779
Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 8§28-586-2167

— 12/11/22 - 37 Sunday of Advent
=g III Domin& de Adviento

Pastor: Rev, Paul Asob, (DSP (Ext 102)

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired)
Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor /DRE:
Luci Castillo (Ext 101/103)
Receptionist / Office Assistant: Sarah Brown (Ext 100)
Lizurgical Music: Trinity Leger / Joe Conway (Ext 104)

Bookkeeper: Carla Haire
St. Mary’s Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl

Office Dours /Doras de Oficina

“The Joarcﬁec[ land will bloom with Monday & Thursday: 10 to 2;'Friday: 9 to 2; Saturday: 10 to 1
aﬁunc[antf[owers » Lunes y Jueves: 10 to 2; Viernes: 9 to 2 Sabado: 10 to 1

MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God CONFESSION
Weekend Masses: Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am
Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Espafiol) Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, Friday at 9:30 am
Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am and Saturday at 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

Daily Masses:
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturdays at Tiempos de Confesiones
9:00 am; Wednesday at 5:30 pm

Domingo 10:45 am, Miércoles 5:00 pm

Misas de fin de semana: Viernes 9:30 am, Sabado 5:00 pm
Vigilia del sabado a las 7:00 pm (Espaiiol) O con cita previa
Domingo a las 8"'?0 am & 11:30 am Adoration and Benediction

Misas diarias: Every Friday from 6:00 to 8:00 pm

Lunes, jueves, viernes y sabados a las 9:00 am Ist Friday from 9:30 am -8:00 pm

Miércoles a las 5:30 pm Ist Saturday Holy Hour after Mass

Adoracion y Bendicion
Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry Todos los viernes de 6:00 a 8:00 pm
(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm
Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm Primer sabado Hora Santa después de la Misa

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496 Sacrament Emergency: 828-631-0576




Calendar - December 11* to 187

Sunday

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday

8:30 am
11:30 am
4:00 pm

9:00 am
6:30 pm
8:30 pm

6:00 pm

5:30 pm
6:30 pm

8:30 am

9:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
7:00 pm

8:30 am
11:30 am

To request a Mass Intention:

Sunday Mass Jim Alexander+

Sunday Mass Reiter Family

Sunday Mass (at WCU) Pro Populo

Daily Mass Deceased of the Kennedy & Maurro Families+

Procesion de la Virgin de Guadalupe (comienza en la tienda Mexicana)
Misa — Virgen de Guadalupe Joannie Newsome

English Class / Clase de Inglés

Daily Mass Susan Mueller+
Faith Formation Community Service Night
Last Day for United Christian Ministries Food Drive

Daily Mass Deceased of the Bubb & Nigriny Families+

Daily Mass Pauline Ellis+
Adoration (until 8:00 pm)
Empieza la Novena de Navidad

Daily Mass Colin Davenport
Lay Carmelite Community Meeting
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

Misa en Espaiiol Pro Populo
Sunday Mass Newsom Family
Sunday Mass Edward Brian Cerniglia+

Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofeod.com

Or use the envelopes near the women’s bathroom

Liturgical (Dinister Schedule - INext Week

Ushers / Readers / Servers /
Mass / Misa Hospitalidad Lecturas Monaguillos
Sabado 17 Dic 7:00 pm Familia Perez Juan Carlos Villegas
Mike Ensley _ Brian Raming
Sunday Dec18 8:30am . Lucanne Rinke
Don Pierce Todd Wenberg
Robin Starrs ) Alister, Gideon,
Sunday Dec18 11:30am . Carla Haire _ )
Joe Cerniglia Kristen, Maddie



mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

From the Pastor’s Desk

The Joy of the Lord Is Our Strength

-
-

The Third Sunday of Advent is called '‘Gaudate’ Sunday, meaning,
Sunday of Joy. 'Gaudate’ is a Latin word which means rejoice. The
entrance antiphon of today’s Mass, taken from Philippians 4:4-5,
invites us, “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say rejoice.” In the first
week of Advent, we prayed for restoration of hope. In the second week
we prayed for restoration of peace. In this third week, we are praying
for restoration of joy, especially for those, according to Pope Francis,
whose life seem like “Lent without Easter.” This type of joy, according
to Pope Francis, enables wheat to grow amongst weeds and the light of
the Holy Spirit to radiate amid darkness. Today, we light the pink
candle which symbolizes joy. There are people who have little or no
joy in their life. We pray for such people that they may experience the
joy of the Lord; and may the joy of the Lord be their strength.

The first reading brings out clearly the theme of today’s celebration.
“The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and
bloom. They will bloom with abundant flowers and rejoice with joyful
song” (Isaiah 35:1-2). When there is no joy, life is like a desert or a parched land.

The joy we are reflecting on and praying for, is not given by worldly possessions and pleasures. One can lack worldly
possessions but still be filled with joy. One may be encountering deprivations of life and yet be filled with joy. One can
have all worldly possessions but have no joy. There are people who are rich in worldly possessions but are sad and
unhappy. What, therefore, is this joy? It is the gladness and interior satisfaction which we experience when we are close
to Jesus, when we surrender to him, trust in him, be guided by his words and precepts, and by the promptings of the
Holy Spirit. This joy is not given by worldly possessions. It is divinely infused. Therefore, we need to be close to the
‘Infuser in order to be infused!

Many times, we are like John the Baptist in the Gospel. We feel disappointed that our expectations have not been
fulfilled. In our desert, parched land, feebleness, weakness, fear, blindness, lameness, deafness, dumbness, and
imprisonment, our disappointment increase when we feel our prayers are not answered. Today, Jesus encourages us,
“Blessed is the one who takes no offense at me” (Matthew 11:6). Another translation says, “Blessed is the one who does
not lose faith in me.” St. James tells us in the second reading, “You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because
the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 5:8). Your miracle may be on the way; do not give up. Isaiah encourages us
in the first reading, “Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak, ... Be strong, do not fear!”
(Isaiah 35:3-4). The joy of the Lord is our strength.

Sincerely in Christ, Pastor, Fr. Paul Asoh, MSP

Housekeeping:

1. We are appealing for donations to buy Poinsettias to decorate the Altar and other parts of the Church. You can make
donations by check, online or cash, indicating “For Poinsettias” on the envelope in the offertory or at the Parish office. We
hope to raise $500 as budget for the poinsettias. We are appealing for volunteers to help decorate the Church after the 11:30
am Mass on Sunday December 18.

2. We have a second collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious this weekend, December 10 & 11. This helps thousands
of elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who have spent years working in ministries such as Catholic schools,
parishes, and hospitals, often for little or no pay. Today, many religious communities do not have enough savings to meet
retirement needs. Your donation helps provide medications, nursing care, and more. Please give generously.

3. The Angel Tree is still up this weekend, please pick up an Angel card on the tree and be an instrument of charity and of
God’s providence to a child, someone or family in need. The wrapped gifts can be returned back to the tree by December
18%,

4. The processioin for Our Lady of Guadalupe takes place at 6:30 pm on Monday, December 12, from the Mexican store on
E. Main street. Mass will be at 8:30 pm followed by a fiesta. Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us.

5. The office will be closed on December 22, 23, 26 & 30, and January 2. The office will re-open on January 5.

6. Christmas wreaths are available for sale for $20. Sign up in the narthex using the envelopes provided.




Desde el Escritorio del Pastor

El Gozo del Seiior Es Nuestra Fortaleza

El Tercer Domingo de Adviento se llama Domingo 'Gaudate', es decir, Domingo
de Alegria. 'Gaudate' es una palabra latina que significa regocijo. La antifona de
entrada de la Misa de hoy, tomada de Filipenses 4:4-5, nos invita: “Estad siempre
alegres en el Sefior, otra vez digo gozaos”. En la primera semana de Adviento,
oramos por la restauracion de la esperanza. En la segunda semana oramos por la
restauracion de la paz. En esta tercera semana, estamos orando por la restauracion
de la alegria, especialmente para aquellos, segiin el Papa Francisco, cuya vida
parece "Cuaresma sin Pascua". Este tipo de alegria, segin el Papa Francisco,
permite que el trigo crezca entre la cizafia y la luz del Espiritu Santo irradie en
medio de la oscuridad. Hoy encendemos la vela rosa que simboliza la alegria. Hay
personas que tienen poca o ninguna alegria en su vida. Oramos por esas personas
para que puedan experimentar el gozo del Sefior; y que el gozo del Sefior sea su
fortaleza.

La primera lectura resalta claramente el tema de la celebracion de hoy. “El desierto
y la tierra arida se regocijaran; la estepa se regocijara y florecera. Floreceran con abundantes flores y se regocijaran con
canticos de alegria” (Isaias 35:1-2). Cuando no hay alegria, la vida es como un desierto o una tierra arida.

El gozo sobre el cual estamos reflexionando y por el cual oramos, no es dado por las posesiones y placeres mundanos. Uno
puede carecer de posesiones mundanas y aun asi estar lleno de alegria. Uno puede encontrarse con privaciones de la vida y,
sin embargo, estar lleno de alegria. Uno puede tener todas las posesiones mundanas pero no tener alegria. Hay personas que
son ricas en posesiones mundanas pero estan tristes e infelices. ;Qué es, pues, este gozo? Es la alegria y la satisfaccion interior
que experimentamos cuando estamos cerca de Jesus, cuando nos entregamos a €l, confiamos en €1, nos dejamos guiar por sus
palabras y preceptos, y por los impulsos del Espiritu Santo. Este gozo no es dado por las posesiones mundanas. Esta
divinamente infundido. Por lo tanto, jnecesitamos estar cerca del 'Infusor' para recibir la infusion!

Muchas veces somos como Juan Bautista en el Evangelio. Nos sentimos decepcionados de que nuestras expectativas no se
hayan cumplido. En nuestro desierto, tierra reseca, debilidad, debilidad, miedo, ceguera, cojera, sordera, mudez y prision,
nuestra desilusion aumenta cuando sentimos que nuestras oraciones no son contestadas. Hoy, Jesis nos anima:
“Bienaventurado el que no se ofende conmigo” (Mateo 11:6). Otra traduccion dice: “Bienaventurado el que no pierde la fe en
mi”. Santiago nos dice en la segunda lectura: “T0 también debes tener paciencia. afirmad vuestros corazones, porque la venida
del Sefior esta cerca” (Santiago 5:8). Tu milagro puede estar en camino; no te rindas. Isaias nos anima en la primera lectura:
“Fortaleced las manos débiles, afirmad las rodillas débiles... {Sed fuertes, no temais!”. (Isaias 35:3-4). El gozo del Sefor es
nuestra fortaleza.

Sinceramente en Cristo, Pastor, P. Paul Asoh, MSP

Noticias:

1.Estamos solicitando donaciones para comprar flores de Pascua para decorar el Altar y otras partes de la Iglesia. Puede hacer
donaciones con cheque, en linea o en efectivo, indicando "Para Nochebuenas" en el sobre en el ofertorio o en la oficina
Parroquial. Esperamos recaudar $500 como presupuesto para las flores de Pascua. Estamos solicitando voluntarios para
ayudar a decorar la Iglesia después de la Misa de las 11:30 a. m. el domingo 18 de diciembre.

2.Tenemos una segunda colecta para el Fondo de Retiro para Religiosos este fin de semana, 10 y 11 de diciembre. Esto ayuda
a miles de hermanas, hermanos y sacerdotes de 6rdenes religiosas mayores que han pasado afos trabajando en ministerios
como escuelas catolicas, parroquias y hospitales. , a menudo por poco o ningun salario. Hoy en dia, muchas comunidades
religiosas no tienen suficientes ahorros para cubrir las necesidades de jubilacion. Su donacion ayuda a proporcionar
medicamentos, atencion de enfermeria y mas. Por favor, da generosamente.

3.El Angel Tree todavia esta en pie este fin de semana, por favor tome una tarjeta Angel en el arbol y sea un instrumento de
caridad y de la providencia de Dios para un nifio, alguien o familia necesitada. Los regalos envueltos se pueden devolver al
arbol antes del 18 de diciembre.

4.La procesion de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe se lleva a cabo a las 6:30 pm el lunes 12 de diciembre desde la tienda
mexicana en E. Main street. La misa serd a las 8:30 pm seguida de una fiesta. Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe, ruega por
nosotros.

5.La oficina estara cerrada los dias 22, 23, 26 y 30 de diciembre y el 2 de enero. La oficina volvera a abrir el 5 de enero.

6.Las coronas navidefias estan a la venta por $20. Registrese en el nartex usando los sobres provistos.




Religious Education

Faith Formation Community Service night is December 14. The next Faith Formation e
Class Day is January 11, 2023 (no classes on December 21, 28 or January 4). /\? A~
P
La noche de servicio comunitario de formacion de fe es el 14 de diciembre. ey
El proximo dia de clase de formacion de fe es el 11 de enero de 2023 FAITH
(no hay clases el 21, 28 de diciembre ni el 4 de enero). FORMATION

Bookrack / Estante de Llibros

St Mary’s Bookrack has the 2023 Christian prayer and Liturgy of the Hours guides. We also have the new
Sunday missals. Advent and Christmas items are also now available.

St Mary’s Bookrack tiene las guias de oracion cristiana y liturgia de las horas de 2023. También tenemos los
nuevos misales dominicales. Los articulos de Adviento y Navidad también estdan disponibles ahora.

UC® Food Collection /UCM Recoleccion de Alimentos

United Christian Ministries esta organizando su
proyecto anual Christmas B Food Bas Crean

grandes bolsas de E|II’.H& para m@*ecemtados
. Les

United Christian Ministries is hosting th&'r annual
Christmas Break Food Bag project. TheQsreate large
bags of fD,ﬂd for children in ndgd@ Yackson CGUII"IT‘;’. en el condado de Ja d s nitios comida

They give children eaé@wake food for their f4cil de hace < vacaé de Navidad, para

Christmas Breaﬁacey do not go hungry. Listed que no pasé%hre.@tinuacién SE enumeran

below ana‘g‘n e have been asked to donate, los articulos qu s ha pedido que donemos,

ple in mind that plastic and squeezable tengaenc er&que se prefieren los recipientes de

containers are preferred. lastica y comprimibles

Peanut Butter Mantequilla de mani

.Jelhf Gelatina
Fruits Cups Copas de frutas
Applesauce Coba

All donations are due Wednesday December 14™, , .
Todas las donaciones vencen el miércoles

Thank you! 14 de diciembre. |Gracias!




PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES:

Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Angel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury,
Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Fran Berry, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke,
Caceres Family, Moon Chung, Veronica Natalia Chavez, Jim Clark, Will Crain, Rebecca & Russell Ensley,
Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris,
Debbie Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann,

Sam Matthews, Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsom,
William Newsom, Jr., Linwood Newsome, Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia
Brizuela Pérez, Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family,
Veronica Rodriguez, SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, Maria Sol Montel, Kathy Starr, Teresa Starrs, Jay
Thorne, Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner
Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte)

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list
or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.

Restored - Donuts & Dogma Prorecting God's Children

Restored: Stories of Encounter is a six-part Help protect all 0f God’s children
documentary series on individuals who had radical

encounters with Christ and went on to make a real Everyone has a role to play in protecting children. North

Carolina law requires all adults to immediately report

difference in the world. This series provides vivid and suspected child abuse by anyone to law enforcement.

deeply human role models for all who desire life in

Christ. To report, please call 9-1-1 or contact local law enforcement.
Also, if you have information about possible sexual abuse or

Every subject of this series is a moving example of misconduct by any clergy, employee or volunteer of the Diocese

Christ’s perfect love for the poor, the lost, and the of Charlotte, report concerns securely and anonymously over the

phone or online: 1-888-630-5929 or

weak. They can inspire anyone who wants to do i
www.RedFlagReporting.com/RCDOC.

something good to take the leap. All our subjects did
was let their great love move them to action.

Donuts & Dogma

Begins
Sunday, January 8" at 10:00am
in the Fellowship Hall Ayuda a proteger a todos los niiios de Dios

Todo el mundo tiene un papel que desempefiar en la
proteccion de los nifios. La ley de Carolina del Norte
requiere que todos los adultos informen inmediatamente a
las autoridades si sospechan abuso infantil por parte de
cualquier persona.

Para reportar, por favor llama a 9-1-1 o con la policia local.

Ademas, si tiene informacion sobre un posible abuso sexual o
mala conducta por parte de cualquier miembro del clero,
empleado o voluntario de la Didcesis de Charlotte, por favor
reportar sus inquietudes de forma segura y andnima las por
teléfono o en linea: 1-888-630-5929 o
www.RedFlagReporting.com/RCDOC.



http://www.redflagreporting.com/RCDOC
http://www.redflagreporting.com/RCDOC

Angel Gree Begins December 4

This year our Angel Tree will focus on our homebound parishioners and

Skyland Care Center residents. There are still angels to be claimed! %@7
Please return your gifts (wrapped with the angel tag on the outside) o=

by December 18. We thank you for your generosity and hope you will 44:\
consider participating. A

Este afo, nuestro Angel Tree se centrara en nuestros feligreses A, ,
confinados en sus hogares y en los residentes del Skyland Care Center. /‘/-r‘-\
iAun quedan angeles por reclamar! Devuelva sus regalos (envueltos
con la etiqueta del dngel en el exterior) antes del 18 de diciembre. Le
agradecemos su generosidad y esperamos que considere participar.

Parisb Orqanizations

Parish Council
Chair: Brian Raming

Secretary: Sue Szarek

Parish Finance Council
Chair: Robin Starrs

Buildings & Grounds Commission

Chair: Don Pierce

Communications & Evangelization Commission
Chair: Linda Gray
- Online & Social Media Resources:
Deacon Matt and Linda Gray

Community Outreach Commission
Chair: Elaina Quijada
- Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez
- Respect Life: Sue Szarek
- Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl

Faith Education & Formation Commission

Chair: Bonnie Dodge
DRE: Luci Castillo
- OCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley
- Contact Luci for sacramental needs

Liturgical Commission

Chair: Joe Conway
- Altar Guild: Sue Szarek

Hispanic Community Commission
Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas

Parish Life Commission

Chair: Javier & Analise Comacho
- Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia
- Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton

Stewardship Committee

Chair: Brian Raming

WCU Campus Ministry
Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
Website: stmarymotherofgod.com

Social Media:
facebook.com/stmarysylva
instagram.com/stmarysylva

youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod
Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496
Sacramental Emergency: 828-631-0576

New to the parish?

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.
Want to volunteer? Please call the office and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.

;Nuevo en la parroquia?

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salon y complete un formulario de registro.
(Quieres ser voluntario? Llame a la oficina y lo ayudaremos a compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia.
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