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Pastor: Rev, Paul Asob, MSP (Ext 102)

Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired)
Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles

Administracive Assistant: Flor Widmar (Ext 101)
DRE: Luci Castillo (Ext 103)
Receprionist/ Office Assistant: Sarah Brown (Ext 100)

Deacons:

Lizurgical Music: Trinity Leger
Bookkeeper: Carla Haire
St. Dary’s Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl

Office hours /Noras de Oficina
Monday, Friday & Saturday: 10 to 2; Wednesday 12 to 2
Lunes, Viernes y Sdbado: 10 a 2; Miércoles 12 a 2

Appointments with the Pastor
Monday/Lunes: 10:30 to 12:30; Thursday/Jueves: 10 to 2

MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God

Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Daily Masses:
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 9:00 am
Wednesday at 5:30 pm
Last Thursday at 6:30 pm (Spanish)

Misas de fin de semana:

Vigilia del sabado a las 7:00 pm (Espaiiol)
Domingo a las 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Misas diarias:
Lunes, jueves, viernes y sabado a las 9:00 am

Miércoles a las 5:30 pm
Ultimo jueves a las 18:30 (Espaiiol)

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry

(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm
Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm

CONFESSION

Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, Friday at 9:30 am
and Saturday at 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

Tiempos de Confesiones

Domingo 10:45 am, Miércoles 5:00 pm
Viernes 9:30 am, Sédbado 5:00 pm
O con cita previa

Adoration and Benediction

Ist Friday from 9:30-8:00 pm
Ist Saturday Holy Hour after Mass
Last Thursday & Friday 7:00-8:00 pm

Adoracion y Bendicion

Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm
Primer sibado Hora Santa después de la Misa
Ultimo jueves y viernes 7:00-8:00 pm

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496

Sacrament Emergency: 828-631-0576

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com




Calendar - Day 7 - May 147

Sunday 8:30 am Sunday Mass Linda Tiller+
10:00 am Donuts & Dogma — Rosary for Joe Conway+
11:30 am Sunday Mass William Newsom+
2:00 pm Cinco de Mayo Fiesta at Bridge Park
4:00 pm Sunday Mass - WCU
Monday: 9:00 am Daily Mass Margaret Lynn Derico+
6:30 pm English Class / Clase de Inglés
Tuesday:
Wednesday: 5:30 pm Daily Mass
6:30 pm First Holy Communion Rehearsal
Thursday: 9:00 am Daily Mass Father Paul
Friday: 9:00 am Daily Mass
6:30 pm Catechist Dinner- Mesquite Grill, adults only please
Saturday: 9:00 am Daily Mass
11:30 am First Holly Communion
7:00 pm Misa en Espaiiol Pro Populo
Sunday 8:30 am Sunday Mass Sheila Coller+ and Charles “Chuck” Coller+
10:00 am Donuts & Dogma — Chosen Episode 4
11:30 am Sunday Mass Father Paul
1:00 pm Father Paul’s 50" Birthday Celebration
To request a Mass Intention: Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

Or use the envelopes near the women’s restroom

Licurgical (Dinister Schedule - Next Week

Ushers / Readers / Servers /
Mass / Misa Hospitalidad Lecturas Monaguillos
Sdbado May 13 7:00pm Marta Espinoza

Brian Raming

Sunday May 14 8:30am Brian Ramin
y Y € Todd Wenberg

Alister, Gideon,

Sund May 14 11:30 Sue Cernigli
unday May am ueLerniglia Kristen, Maddie




From the Pastor’s Desk

In My Father's House there are many Mansions

The Lord gives, the Lord takes, blessed be the name of the Lord (Job 1:22). I know
that the reality of death with all its pain and sense of loss confronts you at this
moment, grieving and reflecting on the deaths and transition of Joe Conway and
[Kathy Starr both within days of each other. Joe's sudden and unexpected death and
Kathy's passing after battling with illness. Their deaths though have left us numbed
with shock, grief and questions has not deterred our faith in the will of God, Who
many times calls his own at their brightest. On behalf of St. Mary Mother of God
Parish may I extend to the Conway, Newsom, and Starr families our deepest
sympathy and assurance of our prayers for your consolation.

But as I speak to you this weekend, I know that we are also united with you in
another way, namely, faith. And indeed, if it were not for that faith, I would have
ery little to say to you that would be of any consolation or meaning. God doesn't
take life, rather He gives us life. We are but mortals and the sadness of a sudden or
nntimely death is incomprehensible. But by our faith we know that God receives
the soul and ends the suffering. To us Jesus reassures that He is the resurrection and
the life, and we should not be afraid. He has prepared and promised a place for us, a
mansion in heaven for you and me. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life to eternal
life. In the Psalm we cry out "Lord let your mercy be upon us as we place all our
trust in you."

We struggle with death especially when it's out of the order of life. It tests our faith
- it did for the apostles. We all try to make meaning of what has happened and ask the question "Why" and why now as we struggle with our
bwn vulnerabilities and fears. But let us focus rather on the iconic Christian life of service to the very end of Joseph Conway and Kathy Starr,
Joe literally did the work of ten men and was completely generous with his time and resources. In the same way he dotted on and loved God,
his late wife Martha, his family, and the Church. Last Sunday after Communion at all the Masses, he appealed for more volunteers for the
different ministries in the Parish. His death makes that appeal even more urgent and necessary. Christianity is about emulating Jesus Christ
who though the King of the Universe, lived a life of humility and service. We need men and women to generously step forward and fill the
different roles Joe filled in the Parish.

[_ike Martha and Mary when staring at the death of a loved one, relative or friend we might feel abandoned. They too felt abandoned when
Jesus didn't come to their house for 4 days after Lazarus' death. No wonder Martha and Mary gently chided Jesus. “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” Those words spoke volumes. Some of the onlookers remarked, “Hey, now he opened the eyes of the
blind man. Don't you think he could have saved Lazarus?” Then, the great teaching moment, “Your brother will rise again”, Jesus told them.
‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Then one of the greatest moments of revelation of who Jesus was — “I am the
resurrection and the life, whoever believes in me will live even if he dies (John 11: 24-32). Do you believe this?” Do we believe this?

The tall, white candle, the Paschal Candle, stands beside the coffin at every Mass. We call it the Paschal Candle because we light it firstly at

Easter. And there are five grains of incense inserted in it symbolizing the five wounds of Jesus — the two wounds in His hands, the two in His

legs, and the wound in His side. It is very symbolic that this candle stands beside the coffin during every funeral Mass. It is almost as if
Jesus is standing beside the coffin looking up at His Father and pleading on behalf of our brother and sister saying, “Look, I bore these
wounds in my body for your salvation, I suffered, I died, I rose again for you. Be merciful to them Father and welcome them to your beatific
[ove in Paradise.” May the souls of Joseph Conway and Kathy Starr through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen!

Housekeeping:
1. Funeral Information for Joe Conway: Vigil and visitation on Thursday May 11th at Appalachian funeral home from 6-8pm. Vigil to

be held at 7 pm. Friday May 12th at 11 am there will be a funeral mass at St Mary's. Reception to follow. Updated for the funeral of
Kathy Starr will be communicated later once it is available.

2. A Mass for United States military personnel will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m., Monday, May 29, 2023, at the Cathedral of Saint
Patrick in Charlotte. The Mass and Rosary, to be recited at 10:30 a.m., will be offered for all military personnel who have died or
retired and for those who are now serving. All military personnel are invited and encouraged to come in uniform.

3.  We are all invited to our Hispanic celebration of Cinco De Mayo this Sunday at Bridge Park, from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Please let us
come and rejoice, celebrate with, and support each other. There will be a lot of food sale, music and dancing.

4.  We will be celebrating First Holy Communion for fourteen of our Children this Saturday May 13th with Mass by 11:30 am. Please
let us keep them in our prayers.

5. Youare all invited to my 50th birthday celebration at the 11:30 am Mass on Sunday the 14th of May, and also a reception featuring
a Potluck lunch and cutting of cake.

6. We will be having a Second collection at all the Masses next weekend May 13" and 14", This is the Combined collection for the
Catholic Relief Services, Collection for the Holy Land, Collection for the Works of the Holy Father (Peter Pence), Catholic
University of America, Catholic Communications Campaign.




Desde el Escritorio del Pastor

E En la Casa de Mi Padre hay muchas Moradas

El Sefior da, el Sefior toma, bendito sea el nombre del Sefior (Job 1:22). S¢é que la
Featidad de 1a muerte com todo su dOl0T ¥ Sentido de perdida te COnirontd e este
momento, afligido y reflexionando sobre las muertes y la transicion de Joe Conway
y Kathy Starr, ambos con dias de diferencia. La muerte repentina e inesperada de
Joe y el fallecimiento de Kathy después de luchar contra una enfermedad. Aunque
sus muertes nos han dejado entumecidos por la conmocion, el dolor y las
preguntas, no ha disuadido nuestra fe en la voluntad de Dios, quien muchas veces
llama a los suyos en su maxima luminosidad. En nombre de la Parroquia de Santa
Maria Madre de Dios, quiero extender a las familias Conway, Newsom y Starr
nuestro mas sentido pésame y la seguridad de nuestras oraciones por su consuelo.
Pero mientras les hablo este fin de semana, sé que también estamos unidos a
ustedes de otra manera, a saber, la fe. Y ciertamente, si no fuera por esa fe, muy
poco tendria que decirte que pudiera ser de algun consuelo o significado. Dios no
quita la vida, sino que nos da la vida. No somos mas que mortales y la tristeza de
una muerte subita o inoportuna es incomprensible. Pero por nuestra fe sabemos que
Dios recibe el alma y acaba con el sufrimiento. A nosotros Jesus nos asegura que
El es la resurreccion y la vida, y que no debemos tener miedo. El ha preparado y
prometido un lugar para nosotros, una mansion en el cielo para ti y para mi. El es el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida para la vida eterna. En el
Salmo clamamos: "Sefior, sea tu misericordia sobre nosotros, ya que en ti ponemos toda nuestra confianza”.

Luchamos con la muerte especialmente cuando esta fuera del orden de la vida. Pone a prueba nuestra fe — lo hizo para los apdstoles. Todos
tratamos de dar sentido a lo que ha sucedido y hacemos la pregunta "Por qué" y por qué ahora mientras luchamos con nuestras propias
vulnerabilidades y miedos. Pero centrémonos mas bien en la iconica vida cristiana de servicio hasta el final de Joseph Conway y Kathy
Starr. Joe literalmente hizo el trabajo de diez hombres y fue completamente generoso con su tiempo y recursos. De la misma manera adord
y amo a Dios, a su difunta esposa Marta, a su familia ya la Iglesia. El domingo pasado después de la Comunion en todas las Misas, pidio
mas voluntarios para los diferentes ministerios de la Parroquia. Su muerte hace que ese llamamiento sea ain mas urgente y necesario. El
cristianismo se trata de emular a Jesucristo quien, aunque Rey del Universo, vivio una vida de humildad y servicio. Necesitamos hombres y
mujeres que generosamente den un paso adelante y desempefien los diferentes roles que Joe cumplié en la parroquia.

Como Marta y Maria ante la muerte de un ser querido, familiar o amigo, podemos sentirnos abandonados. Ellos también se sintieron
abandonados cuando Jests no vino a su casa durante 4 dias después de la muerte de Lazaro. Con razon Marta y Maria reprendieron
amablemente a Jesus. “Sefior, si hubieras estado aqui, mi hermano no habria muerto”. Esas palabras decian mucho. Algunos de los
espectadores comentaron: “Oye, ahora le abrio los ojos al ciego. {No crees que podria haber salvado a Lazaro? Entonces, el gran momento
de la ensefianza, “Vuestro hermano resucitara”, les dijo Jesus.

“S¢é que resucitara en la resurreccion en el ultimo dia”. Luego, uno de los momentos mas grandes de revelacion de quién era Jesus: “Yo soy
la resurreccion y la vida, el que cree en mi, aunque muera, vivira (Juan 11: 24-32). ;Cree usted esto?" ;Creemos esto?

El cirio blanco alto, el cirio pascual, esta junto al ataid en cada misa. Lo llamamos el cirio pascual porque lo encendemos primero en
Pascua. Y hay cinco granos de incienso insertados en él que simbolizan las cinco heridas de Jesus: las dos heridas en Sus manos, las dos en
Sus piernas y la herida en Su costado. Es muy simbolico que esta vela esté junto al atatid durante cada misa funebre. Es casi como si Jesus
estuviera de pie junto al atatid mirando a Su Padre y suplicando en nombre de nuestro hermano y hermana diciendo: “Mira, yo cargué con
estas heridas. en mi cuerpo por vuestra salvacion, sufri, mori, resucité por vosotros. Ten misericordia de ellos, Padre, y acogelos en tu
Amor beatifico en el Paraiso”. Que las almas de Joseph Conway y Kathy Starr por la misericordia de Dios descansen en paz. jAmén!
Limpieza interna:

1. Informacion sobre el funeral de Joe Conway: Vigilia y velorio el jueves 11 de mayo en la funeraria Appalachian de 6:00 p. m. a 8:00 p.
m. La vigilia se realizara a las 7 pm. El viernes 12 de mayo a las 11 am habra una misa de funeral en St Mary's. Recepcion a seguir. La
actualizacion para el funeral de Kathy Starr se comunicara mas adelante una vez que esté disponible.

2. Se celebrara una misa para el personal militar de los Estados Unidos a las 11:00 a. m. del lunes 29 de mayo de 2023 en la Catedral de
San Patricio en Charlotte. La Misa y el Rosario, que se rezaran a las 10:30 a. m., se ofreceran por todo el personal militar que haya
fallecido o se haya jubilado y por los que ahora estan sirviendo. Todo el personal militar esta invitado y alentado a venir en uniforme.

3. Estamos todos invitados a nuestra celebracion hispana del Cinco de Mayo este domingo en Bridge Park, de 2:00 pm a 7:00 pm. Por
favor, vengamos y regocijémonos, celebremos y apoyémonos unos a otros. Habra mucha venta de comida, musica y baile.

4. Estaremos celebrando la Primera Comunion de catorce de nuestros Niflos este Sabado 13 de Mayo con Misa a las 11:30 am. Por favor,
mantengamoslos en nuestras oraciones.

5. Estan todos invitados a la celebracién de mi 50 cumpleafios en la misa de las 11:30 am el domingo 14 de mayo, y también a una
recepcion con un almuerzo compartido y un corte de pastel.

6. Tendremos una Segunda colecta en todas las Misas el proximo fin de semana 13 y 14 de mayo. Esta es la colecta combinada para
Catholic Relief Services, Colecta para Tierra Santa, Colecta para las Obras del Santo Padre (Peter Pence), Universidad Catolica de
América, Campaiia Catolica de Comunicaciones.







Religious Education Protecting God's Children
Anyone who volunteers with children and youth must attend a

Catechist Dinner 6:30pm Mesquite Grill _ .
Catechists, please come enjoy a meal and fellowship as PGC session. If you have already attended a session, please
stay active by reading the monthly bulletins at

we celebrate another successful year. X .
www.virtusonline.org.

Anyone who volunteers in the Parish ministries but does not
work with minors must still complete a background check.
You can do this through www.Virtusonline.org

Cena Catequista 6:30pm parrilla de mezquite
Catequistas, vengan a disfrutar de una comida y

comparierismo mientras celebramos otro ano exitoso.
For questions contact Sara Freeman.

Email: Sara.freemanl@gmail.com or (828)506-7074.
You can also learn more about Safe Environment guidelines at

The bookrack has First Communion and Mother’s Day
charlottediocese.org

items, Stop by and check it out!
El estante para libros tiene articulos de Primera
Comunion y Dia de la Madre, {Pase y compruébelo!

Funeral Information Joe Conway

It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing of Joe Conway. Our Musical
director, Liturgy Chair and Catechist. A visitation will be held at Appalachian
Funeral Home from 6:00pm-8:00pm, with a vigil at 7 pm. Friday May 12",
there will be a Funeral Mass at St. Mary’s at 11:00 am.

Con gran pesar anunciamos el fallecimiento de Joe Conway. Nuestro Director
Musical, Catedra de Liturgia y Catequista. Se llevara a cabo un velorio en
Appalachian Funeral Home de 6:00 p. m. a 8:00 p. m., con una vigilia a las 7:00
p. m. El viernes 12 de mayo habra una Misa de funeral en St. Mary's a las 11:00

am.

Corpus Christi Retreat: Source and Summic

“The Eucharist is ‘the source and summit’ of the Christian life. All ministries are bound up with the
Eucharist and are oriented toward it” (CCC 1324). Come to this retreat and learn how to make the
Eucharist the “source and summit” of your life and ministry. Renew your spirit with a mix of Adoration,
contemplation, and prayer, plus be guided by several thoughtful reflections on the Mass. Make this

year’s Feast of Corpus Christi one to remember. >

Corpus Christi Retreat

June 9-11, 2023

June 9-11, 2023
Catholic Conference Center
in Hickory, NC

For more information:
Visit www.catholicconference.org/eucharist
Email info@catholicconference.org
Call 828-327-7441

bc f harist

para ayudar a construir el patio de recreo este verano. Por el momento no hay Espiritus y Escritura.



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES:

Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Angel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury,
Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Fran Berry, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke,
Céaceres Family, Moon Chung, Veronica Natalia Chavez, Jim Clark, Will Crain, Rebecca & Russell Ensley,
Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris,
Debbie Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann,
Sam Matthews, Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsom,
William Newsom, Jr., Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia Brizuela Pérez,
Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family, Veronica Rodriguez,
SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, Maria Sol Montel, Kathy Starr, Teresa Starrs, Jay Thorne,
Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner
Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte)

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list
or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.

Pilgri Do Dee s e

JOIN A PILGRIMAGE TO MEXICO
MARCH 2 to 7, 2024

You are invited to join Deacon Matt and the college students on a
pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe and related historic
sites and shrines in Mexico! This special pilgrimage is open to current |
college students as well as alumni, parents, university staff & faculty, and
members of the parish. By traveling with us you are helping to make this
pilgrimage a reality for our students.

COST: $2,500 / SPECIAL STUDENT RATE: $2,250

Covers airfare, lodging, entry fees to all locations, medical coverage, break-
fast and dinner for the whole trip. A $300 deposit is due at registration. Full
payment is due by November 23. Find an itinerary and registration form at:

wcucatholic.org/alternative-spring-break-2024

UNETE A UNA PEREGRINACION A MEXICO
DEL 2 AL 7 DE MARZO DE 2024

jEstas invitado a unirte al Didcono Matt y los estudiantes universitarios en
una peregrinacion a la Basilica de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe y sitios
histdricos y santuarios relacionados en México! Esta peregrinacion especial
esta abierta a estudiantes universitarios actuales, asi como a ex alumnos,
padres, personal y facultad de la universidad y miembros de la parroquia.
Viajando con nosotros estds ayudando a que esta peregrinaciéon sea una
realidad para nuestros alumnos.

COSTO: $2,500 / TARIFA ESPECIAL PARA ESTUDIANTES: $2,250

El costo cubre pasaje aéreo, alojamiento, entradas a todos los lugares,
cobertura médica, desayuno y cena durante todo el viaje. Un depoésito de $
300 se debe en el momento de la inscripcion. El pago completo vence el 23
de noviembre.




Stewardsbip

Offertory last weekend: $2,877 / Budget: $3,292
April month to date: $12,619 / Budget: $16,460
DSA Actual: $11,763 / Actual + Pledged: $14,763 = 75% of target of $19,622

Ofertorio ultimo fin de semana: $2,877 / Presupuesto: $3,292
Mes de abril a la fecha: $12,619 / Presupuesto: $16,460
Real DSA: $11,763 / Real + Prometido: $14,763 = 75% del objetivo de $19,622

Parisb Orqanizations

Parish Council

Chair: Brian Raming
Secretary: Sue Szarek

Parish Finance Council
Chair: Robin Starrs

Buildings & Grounds Commission

Chair: Don Pierce

Communications & Evangelization Commission
Chair: Linda Gray
- Online & Social Media Resources:
Deacon Matt and Linda Gray

Community Outreach Commission
Chair: Elaina Quijada
- Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez

- Respect Life: Sue Szarek
- Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl

Faith Education & Formation Commission

Chair: Bonnie Dodge
DRE: Luci Castillo
- OCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley
- Contact Luci for sacramental needs

Liturgy Commission
Chair:
- Altar Guild: Sue Szarek

Hispanic Community Commission

Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas

Parish Life Commission

Chair: Javier & Analise Comacho
- Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia
- Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton

Stewardship Committee

Chair: Brian Raming

WCU Campus Ministry
Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
Website: stmarymotherofgod.com
Social Media:
facebook.com/stmarysylva
instagram.com/stmarysylva
youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod
Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496
Sacramental Emergency: 828-631-0576

To contact any Commission with ideas or to volunteer, contact Brian Raming at pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com

New to the parish?

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.

Want to volunteer? Please call the office and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.

:Nuevo en la parroquia?

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salén y complete un formulario de registro.

(Quieres ser voluntario? Llame a la oficina y lo ayudaremos a compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia.




PLEASE JOIN US FOR FATHER PAUL'S .
50th Birthday I}

B cCelebration B

Sunday, May 14
After the 11:30am Mass
Parish Hall

WE WILL HAVE A POTLUCK AND CAKE
SIGN UP SHEET LOCATED ON COUNTER
NEAR KITCHEN




