
	  	  	  	     	   	  

Pastor: Rev, Paul Asoh, MSP (Ext 102) 
Deacons:   Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome  

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired) 
Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles 

 Administrative Assistant:  Flor Widmar (Ext 101) 
DRE: Luci Castillo (Ext 103) 

Receptionist / Office Assistant: Sarah Brown (Ext 100) 

Liturgical Music:  Trinity Leger  
Bookkeeper: Carla Haire 

St. Mary’s Book Rack:  Mary Ann Kuehl 

Office Hours / Horas de Oficina 
Monday, Friday & Saturday: 10 to 2; Wednesday 12 to 2  

Lunes, Viernes y Sábado: 10 a 2; Miércoles 12 a 2 

Appointments with the Pastor 
Monday/Lunes: 10:30 to 12:30; Thursday/Jueves: 10 to 2 

 

5/28/23 –  7th Sunday of Easter 
VI Domingo de Pascua 

St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church 
22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779  

Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 828-586-2167 
	  	  

MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God  
  

Weekend Masses: 
Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Spanish) 

Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am  
  

Daily Masses: 
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 9:00 am 

Wednesday at 5:30 pm  
Last Thursday at 6:30 pm (Spanish) 

  

Misas de fin de semana: 
Vigilia del sábado a las 7:00 pm (Español) 

Domingo a las 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
  

Misas diarias: 
Lunes, jueves, viernes y sábado a las 9:00 am  

Miércoles a las 5:30 pm 
Último jueves a las 18:30 (Español) 

  
  

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry 
(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm   

Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm 
  

CONFESSION 
  

Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am  
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, Friday at 9:30 am  

and Saturday at 5:00 pm 
Or by appointment  

Tiempos de Confesiones 
Domingo 10:45 am, Miércoles 5:00 pm 

Viernes 9:30 am, Sábado 5:00 pm 
O con cita previa 

Adoration and Benediction 
1st Friday from 9:30-8:00 pm 

1st Saturday Holy Hour after Mass 
Last Thursday & Friday 7:00-8:00 pm  

  

Adoración y Bendición 
Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm 

Primer sábado Hora Santa después de la Misa 
Último jueves y viernes 7:00-8:00 pm 

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496        Sacrament Emergency:  828-631-0576 
Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 

	  	  

 



	  

Mass	  /	  Misa	  
Ushers	  /	  	  

Hospitalidad	  
Readers	  /	  
Lecturas	  

Servers	  /	  
Monaguillos	  

Sábado	   Junio	  3	   7:00pm	   	   Patricia	  Hernandez	  
	  
	  

Sunday	   June	  4	   8:30am	  
	  
	  

Lucanne	  Rinke	  
Brian	  Raming	  
Todd	  Wenberg	  

Sunday	   June	  4	   11:30am	  
	  
	  

Sue	  Cerniglia	  	  
Alister,	  Gideon,	  
Kristen,	  Maddie	  

  

 Sunday 8:30 am  Sunday Mass                                   Marta Conway + 
 11:30 am Sunday Mass  Reiter Family 
 

Monday:  9:00 am  Daily Mass Fe Stack 
 6:30 pm English Class / Clase de Inglés 
    

Tuesday:   

Wednesday:   5:30 pm Daily Mass Irene & Samuel Asoh, Theresa Kalu 

 6:30 pm Bi-lingual Rosary for the month of Mary/	  Rosario bilingüe por el mes de María 
   

Thursday: 9:00 am Daily Mass               Joe Conway+                         

 7:00 pm Faith Education Commission Meeting 
  

Friday:  9:00 am Daily Mass Kathy Starr+ 

 6:00 pm Game Night   
   

Saturday:  9:00 am Daily Mass  
 7:00 pm Misa en Español  
 

Sunday 8:30 am  Sunday Mass Linda Tiller +  
 10:00 am Donuts & Dogma  
 11:30 am Sunday Mass  Pro Populo 
  
To request a Mass Intention: Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com 
 Or call the office (828)586-9496 

Liturgical Minister Schedule –  Next Week 

Calendar –  May 21st –  May 28th  



Come Holy Spirit 
 
The Church was conceived when Jesus said to Peter, “You are the rock, upon 
you I will build my Church” (Matthew 16:18). But the Church was born on 
Pentecost Sunday with the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles and 
empowered them to witness Christ. 
Among the Jews in the Old Testament, the feast of Pentecost was when Jewish 
pilgrims gathered in Jerusalem from various parts of the world: Europe, Asia, 
and Africa to celebrate the festival of thanksgiving for the first fruits of their 
harvest (Numbers 28:26). While the crowds were celebrating, the apostles were 
in the upper room and stayed in prayer. 
 
We read in the first reading, “Now there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At this sound, they gathered in a large 
crowd, but they were confused because each one heard them speaking in his 
own language. They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, ‘Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans?’” The 
miracle is that God transmitted the message of the apostles in Aramaic to the understanding of those who spoke other languages. 
In Genesis, God used language to disperse the builders of the Tower of Babel (Genesis: 11:1-9). During the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost, God used language to unite all peoples. Jesus Christ is not only the name; he is also the language that unites 
humanity. St. Paul writes that Jesus came to break down barriers of disunity and hostilities to create “one new humanity” 
(Ephesians 2:16). Among the gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to St. Paul (1 Corinthians 12:9-10, 28) are varieties of tongues 
and interpretation of tongues. The Catholic Church has the fullness of these gifts and is able to speak every tongue and interpret 
every tongue in the world. 
One of the lessons of the events of the Tower of Babel and Pentecost Sunday is that what we communicate has the power to 
build or destroy, unite or scatter, and give life or take life. The gift of tongue is at its fullness when the tongue utters what builds, 
unites, and gives life. What is the effect of your tongue? 
The Holy Spirit in some people is either inactive or minimally active. Some people, although have received the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, Reconciliation, Holy Communion, and may have received some other Sacraments, are like the believers 
in Ephesus whom Paul asked, ‘“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They answered him, ‘We have 
never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit’” (Acts 19:2). The celebration of Pentecost Sunday is a prayer for our individual 
Pentecost experience, to be renewed, remolded where need be, re-empowered by the Holy Spirit. St. Paul urges us, “I invite you 
to fan into flame the gift of God you received through the laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1:6). May the Holy Spirit, 
enlighten our minds and strengthen our wills. Amen! 

 

Housekeeping: 
1. A Mass for United States military personnel will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m., Monday, May 29, 2023, at the 

Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Charlotte.  The Mass and Rosary, to be recited at 10:30 a.m., will be offered for 
all military personnel who have died or retired and for those who are now serving.  All military personnel are 
invited and encouraged to come in uniform.	  

2. There will be a bilingual Rosary on Wednesday the 31st of May by 6:30 pm to end the month of Mary. Let us 
come together to say the rosary for our private intentions and the repose of the souls of our departed 
parishioners. 

3. There are Baby Bottles for SMPCC for you to pick up in the lobby. Please place full baby bottles on the red 
table. 

4. We are still appealing for volunteers for Choir, altar servers, ushers, and lectors. 
5. All mass intention can be sent to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com or call 828-586-9496 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



 

Ven Espíritu Santo 

La Iglesia fue concebida cuando Jesús le dijo a Pedro: “Tú eres la roca, sobre 
ti edificaré mi Iglesia” (Mateo 16:18). Pero la Iglesia nació el domingo de 
Pentecostés con la venida del Espíritu Santo sobre los apóstoles y les dio 
poder para dar testimonio de Cristo. 

Entre los judíos del Antiguo Testamento, la fiesta de Pentecostés era cuando 
los peregrinos judíos se reunían en Jerusalén de varias partes del mundo: 
Europa, Asia y África para celebrar la fiesta de acción de gracias por las 
primicias de su cosecha (Números 28:26). ). Mientras la multitud celebraba, 
los apóstoles estaban en el aposento alto y permanecían en oración. 

Leemos en la primera lectura: “Estaban en Jerusalén judíos piadosos de todas 
las naciones bajo el cielo. A este sonido se juntaron en gran multitud, pero se 
confundieron porque cada uno los oía hablar en su propia lengua. Estaban 
atónitos, y asombrados preguntaban: ¿No son galileos todos estos que hablan? El milagro es que Dios transmitió el mensaje de 
los apóstoles en arameo al entendimiento de los que hablaban otras lenguas. En Génesis, Dios usó el lenguaje para dispersar a 
los constructores de la Torre de Babel (Génesis: 11:1-9). Durante la venida del Espíritu Santo en Pentecostés, Dios usó el 
lenguaje para unir a todos los pueblos. Jesucristo no es sólo el nombre; es también el lenguaje que une a la humanidad. San 
Pablo escribe que Jesús vino a derribar las barreras de la desunión y las hostilidades para crear “una nueva humanidad” (Efesios 
2:16). Entre los dones del Espíritu Santo, según San Pablo (1 Corintios 12:9-10, 28) están la variedad de lenguas y la 
interpretación de lenguas. La Iglesia Católica tiene la plenitud de estos dones y es capaz de hablar todas las lenguas e interpretar 
todas las lenguas del mundo. 

Una de las lecciones de los eventos de la Torre de Babel y el Domingo de Pentecostés es que lo que comunicamos tiene el poder 
de construir o destruir, unir o dispersar, y dar vida o quitar vida. El don de lengua está en su plenitud cuando la lengua pronuncia 
lo que edifica, une y da vida. ¿Cuál es el efecto de tu lengua? 

El Espíritu Santo en algunas personas está inactivo o mínimamente activo. Algunas personas, aunque han recibido los 
sacramentos del Bautismo, la Confirmación, la Reconciliación, la Sagrada Comunión y pueden haber recibido algunos otros 
Sacramentos, son como los creyentes en Éfeso a quienes Pablo les preguntó: '¿Recibieron el Espíritu Santo cuando se hicieron 
creyentes?' Ellos le respondieron: 'Nunca hemos oído que haya un Espíritu Santo'” (Hechos 19:2). La celebración del Domingo 
de Pentecostés es una oración para que nuestra experiencia individual de Pentecostés sea renovada, remodelada donde sea 
necesario, fortalecida por el Espíritu Santo. San Pablo nos exhorta: “Te invito a avivar el fuego del don de Dios que recibiste por 
la imposición de mis manos” (2 Timoteo 1:6). Que el Espíritu Santo ilumine nuestra mente y fortalezca nuestra voluntad. 
¡Amén! 

Limpieza interna: 

1. Se celebrará una misa para el personal militar de los Estados Unidos a las 11:00 a. m. del lunes 29 de mayo de 2023 en la Catedral 
de San Patricio en Charlotte. La Misa y el Rosario, que se rezarán a las 10:30 a. m., se ofrecerán por todo el personal militar que haya 
fallecido o se haya jubilado y por los que ahora están sirviendo. Todo el personal militar está invitado y alentado a venir en uniforme. 

2. Habrá un Rosario bilingüe el miércoles 31 de mayo a las 6:30 pm para finalizar el mes de María. Unámonos para rezar el rosario por 
nuestras intenciones privadas y el descanso de las almas de nuestros feligreses difuntos. 

3. Hay biberones para SMPCC para que los recoja en el vestíbulo. Coloque los biberones llenos en la mesa roja. 

4. Todavía estamos solicitando voluntarios para el coro, monaguillos, ujieres y lectores. 

5. Toda intención masiva se puede enviar a massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com o llamar al 828-586-9496 

Desde el Escritorio del Pastor 



	  



 	         

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES: 

 Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Ángel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury,  
Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Fran Berry, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke, 
Cáceres Family, Moon Chung, Verónica Natalia Chávez, Jim Clark, Will Crain, Rebecca & Russell Ensley,  

Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris,  
Debbie Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann,  

Sam Matthews, Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsom,  
William Newsom, Jr., Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia Brizuela Pérez,  

Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family, Verónica Rodríguez, 
SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, María Sol Montel, Kathy Starr, Teresa Starrs, Jay Thorne,  

Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes 

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner 
Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte) 

  

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.   

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list  
or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.  

JOIN A PILGRIMAGE TO MEXICO 
MARCH 2 to 7, 2024 

You are invited to join Deacon Matt and the college students on a 
pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe and related historic 
sites and shrines in Mexico! This special pilgrimage is open to current 
college students as well as alumni, parents, university staff & faculty, and 
members of the parish. By traveling with us you are helping to make this 
pilgrimage a reality for our students. 

COST: $2,500 / SPECIAL STUDENT RATE: $2,250 
Covers airfare, lodging, entry fees to all locations, medical coverage, break-
fast and dinner for the whole trip. A $300 deposit is due at registration. Full 
payment is due by November 23. Find an itinerary and registration form at:  

wcucatholic.org/alternative-spring-break-2024 

ÚNETE A UNA PEREGRINACIÓN A MÉXICO 
DEL 2 AL 7 DE MARZO DE 2024 

¡Estás invitado a unirte al Diácono Matt y los estudiantes universitarios en 
una peregrinación a la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y sitios 
históricos y santuarios relacionados en México! Esta peregrinación especial 
está abierta a estudiantes universitarios actuales, así como a ex alumnos, 
padres, personal y facultad de la universidad y miembros de la parroquia. 
Viajando con nosotros estás ayudando a que esta peregrinación sea una 
realidad para nuestros alumnos. 

COSTO: $2,500 / TARIFA ESPECIAL PARA ESTUDIANTES: $2,250 

El costo cubre pasaje aéreo, alojamiento, entradas a todos los lugares, 
cobertura médica, desayuno y cena durante todo el viaje. Un depósito de $ 
300 se debe en el momento de la inscripción. El pago completo vence el 23 
de noviembre. 

Pilgrimage to Mexico / Peregrinación a México 



	   

	     

To contact any Commission with ideas or to volunteer, contact Brian Raming at pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com 

New to the parish?   
Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.   

Want to volunteer? Please call the office and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.   

 ¿Nuevo en la parroquia?  
Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salón y complete un formulario de registro.  

¿Quieres ser voluntario? Llame a la oficina y lo ayudaremos a compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia. 

Parish Council  
Chair: Brian Raming 
 Secretary: Sue Szarek    

Parish Finance Council  
Chair: Robin Starrs     

Buildings & Grounds Commission 
Chair: Don Pierce  

Communications & Evangelization Commission 
Chair: Linda Gray  

· Online & Social Media Resources:  
Deacon Matt and Linda Gray 

Community Outreach Commission 
Chair: Elaina Quijada  

· Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez  
· Respect Life: Sue Szarek 

· Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl 

Faith Education & Formation Commission 
Chair: Bonnie Dodge 
DRE:  Luci Castillo 

· OCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley 
· Contact Luci for sacramental needs 

Liturgy Commission 
Chair:  

· Altar Guild: Sue Szarek 

Hispanic Community Commission 
Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas  

Parish Life Commission 
Chair: Javier & Analise Comacho 
· Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia 
· Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton 

Stewardship Committee 
Chair: Brian Raming 

WCU Campus Ministry 
Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome  

  

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 
Website: stmarymotherofgod.com      

Social Media:  
facebook.com/stmarysylva 
instagram.com/stmarysylva 

youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod 
Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496   

Sacramental Emergency:  828-631-0576 

Parish Organizations	  

Offertory last weekend: $2,213.06 / Budget: $3,292 
May month to date: $14,832.06/ Budget: $16,460 

DSA Actual: $11,880.55 / Actual + Pledged: $14,794.55= 75% of target of $19,622.54 
 

Ofertorio último fin de semana: $2,213 / Presupuesto: $3,292 
Mes de Mayo a la fecha: $14,832.06 / Presupuesto: $16,460 

Real DSA: $11,880.55 / Real + Prometido: $14,794.55 = 75% del objetivo de $19,622.54 
 

Stewardship 



Quo Vadis Days Camp 

Young men age 15-19 come join other men your 
age and grow in your faith. Quo Vadis Days Camp 
is being held at Belmont abbey College June 12th-
16th. This camp is led by priests and seminarians 
and costs $150. The deadline is fast approaching, 

register by May 31st on the diocesan website under 
vocations. 

Campamento de día Quo Vadis 

Jóvenes de 15 a 19 años, únanse a otros hombres de 
su edad y crezcan en su fe. Quo Vadis Days Camp 
se llevará a cabo en Belmont abbey College del 12 
al 16 de junio. Este campamento está dirigido por 
sacerdotes y seminaristas y cuesta $150. La fecha 

límite se acerca rápidamente, regístrese antes del 31 
de mayo en el sitio web diocesano bajo vocaciones. 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duc In Altum Camp 

Young women ages 16-19 come grow in your 
faith with other women your age. Duc In altum is 
a camp hosted by priest and those in the religious 

life. This camp will help you strengthen your 
prayer. It is being held at Belmont Abby June 

26th-30th. Registration Deadline is June 14th and 
cost is $150. Sign up of the diocese website under 

vocations.  

Campamento Duc In Altum 

Mujeres jóvenes de 16 a 19 años vengan a crecer 
en su fe con otras mujeres de su edad. Duc In 

altum es un campamento organizado por 
sacerdotes y religiosos. Este campamento te 

ayudará a fortalecer tu oración. Se llevará a cabo 
en Belmont Abby del 26 al 30 de junio. La fecha 

límite de inscripción es el 14 de junio y el costo es 
de $150. Regístrese en el sitio web de la diócesis 

bajo vocaciones. 

  St. Mary's Church Yard Sale 

  This June 30th and July 1st! As you 
complete your Spring cleaning, please save 
your unwanted treasures, furniture, clothing 
etc. to donate for the Yard Sale. Items can be 
dropped off in the Fellowship Hall NO 
EARLIER than Sunday June 18th. Please do 
not bring anything in before June 18! 
Important: VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 
For more information, please contact Susan 
Karcher at 828-508-5966. A signup sheet for 
volunteers will be available the weekend of 
May 21st. 

 

	  

   Catholic Mom's Connect will meet in 
the parish hall May 25th at 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Joannie Newsome    
at jmcnewsome@gmail.com for more 
information. 

 

Protecting Gods Children 

Anyone who volunteers with children and youth must 
attend a PGC session. If you have already attended a 

session, please stay active by reading the monthly 
bulletins at www.virtusonline.org. 

Anyone who volunteers in the Parish ministries but 
does not work with minors must still complete a 

background check. You can do this through 
www.Virtusonline.org 

For questions contact Sara Freeman.  
Email: Sara.freeman1@gmail.com or (828)506-7074. 

 You can also learn more about Safe Environment 
guidelines at charlottediocese.org 

 
 



 

                       
 

 

 

Corpus Christi 

“The Eucharist is ‘the source and summit’ of the Christian life. All ministries are bound up with the Eucharist 
and are oriented toward it” (CCC 1324). Come to this retreat and learn how to make the Eucharist the “source 
and summit” of your life and ministry.  Renew your spirit with a mix of Adoration, contemplation, and prayer, 
plus be guided by several thoughtful reflections on the Mass.   Make this year’s Feast of Corpus Christi one to 
remember.       

June 9-11, 2023 

Catholic Conference Center  

in Hickory, NC 

 

For more information: 

Visit  www.catholicconference.org/eucharist 

Email info@catholicconference.org  

Call 828-327-7441 

	  

Volunteers Needed 

Please volunteer to become an altar server, extraordinary minister, lecture, choir member, 
catechist, parish life volunteers, yard sale volunteers, member of commissions. 

Se necesitan voluntarios 

Ofrézcase como voluntario para convertirse en monaguillo, ministro extraordinario, 
conferenciante, miembro del coro, catequista, voluntario de la vida parroquial, voluntario de la 

venta de garaje, miembro de comisiones. 
	  


