
          
St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church 

22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779  

Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 828-586-2167 
  

 

           Pastor: Rev. Paul Asoh, MSP (Ext 102)  

 Deacons:   Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome  

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired) 

Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles 

   Administrative Assistant:  Flor Widmar (Ext. 101) 

DRE: Luci Castillo (Ext. 103) 

            The Society of St. Vincent de Paul: (Ext. 104) 

Liturgical Music:  Jonathan Fischer 

Bookkeeper: Carla Haire 

St. Mary’s Book Rack:  Mary Ann Kuehl 

Office Hours / Horas de Oficina 

Monday, Friday & Saturday: 10 to 2; Wednesday 12 to 2  

Lunes, Viernes y Sábado: 10 a 2; Miércoles 12 a 2 

Appointments with the Pastor 

Monday/Lunes: 10:30 to 12:30; Thursday/Jueves: 10 to 2 
 

 
MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God  

  

Weekend Masses: 

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Spanish) 

Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am  
  

Daily Masses: 

Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 9:00 am 

Wednesday at 6:15 pm (Spanish)  

 
  

Misas de fin de semana: 

Vigilia del sábado a las 7:00 pm (Español) 

Domingo a las 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
  

Misas diarias: 

Lunes, jueves, viernes y sábado a las 9:00 am  

Miércoles a las 6:15 pm (Español) 
  

  

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry 

(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm   

Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm 

  

  

11/26/23 Christ the King 

Cristo Rey 

CONFESSION 
  

Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am  

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm, Friday at 9:30 am  

and Saturday at 5:00 pm 

Or by appointment  

Tiempos de Confesiones 

Domingo 10:45 am, Miércoles 5:30 pm 

Viernes 9:30 am, Sábado 5:00 pm 

O con cita previa 

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496        Sacrament Emergency:  828-631-0576 

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 
  

 

Adoration and Benediction 

1st Friday from 9:30am-8:00 pm 

1st Saturday Holy Hour after Mass 

4th Thursday Spanish Adoration 7:00-8:00 pm 

Last Friday 7:00-8:00 pm  

Adoración y Bendición 

Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm 

Primer sábado Hora Santa después de la Misa 

Cuarto Jueves Adoración en español 7:00-8:00 pm  

Último viernes 7:00-8:00 pm 

 

The Ghent Altarpiece (detail) Jan van Eyck 

 

https://my.catholicliberaleducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/HCS-p.-27.jpg


  

 

 

 

 

Mass/Misa 
Extraordinary Ministers 

Ministros extraordinarios 
Readers/Lecturas   Servers/Monaguillos 

Sábado, Deciembre 2nd  7:00pm 
Alma  

 Eliazar  
Patricia Hernandez 

 

 

Sunday, December 3rd  8:30am 

Brian Raming (L),                 

 Flor Widmar (R) 

Victor O’Brien (Choir) 

      Lucanne Rinke Brian Raming 

Sunday, December 3rd 11:30am 
Sara Freeman (L)  

 Wayne Haire (R) 
Jonathan Fischer 

Freemans 

& Newsomes 

 

Sunday                             8:30 am          Sunday Mass                                                          Tiller Family 

                            10:00 am          Donuts & Dogma   

                            11:30 am         Sunday Mass                                                          Pro Populo 

 

 

Monday:                9:00 am            Daily Mass                                                             Carmen Trevizo  

                                        6:30 pm             English Class / Clase de Inglés                                      

 

Tuesday:                         5:00 pm Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday:                   6:15 pm            Misa en Espanol                                                    +Paul & Joan Conway        

 

Thursday:  9:00 am            Daily Mass                                                             +Ruben & Margarita Trevizo 

  7-8:00 pm 4th Thursday Spanish Adoration 

Friday:   9:00 am            Daily Mass                                                        Jeremy J. Smith 

 10-8:00 pm First Friday Adoration  

 12:15 pm               WCU Mass  

                                        6:30 pm            Youth Group 

 

Saturday:   9:00 am  Daily Mass                                                             Dcn. Elliott C. Suttle 

               7:00 pm            Misa en Espanol                                                    
                                             

Sunday 8:30 am  Sunday Mass                                                           Sigmund Pilch 

 10:00 am Donuts & Dogma  

 11:30 am Sunday Mass                                                           Pro Populo 

 4:00Pm              WCU Mass   

To request a Mass Intention: Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com 

 Or use the envelopes near the women’s restroom 

Calendar – November 26th –December 3rd 

Liturgical Minister Schedule – Next Week 

mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com


VIVA CHRISTO REY! 

Ninety six years ago ( November 23, 1927), Father Miguel Pro, SJ., shouted, “Long live Christ the 

King” moments before he was executed by firing squad in Mexico City. At age thirty seven and only 

two years ordained, he was condemned to death for ministering to the people during a government 

ban and persecution of the Catholic Church during that period. A persecution that made martyrs of 

Catholic Priests, Knights of Columbus and other lay faithfuls. The Solemnity and gospel of today 

herald Jesus as King, but one identified, like Father Miguel, with the poor and persecuted and who 

himself was executed with the mocking title “King of the Jews”. 

The feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925, 

not long after the end of the First World War. The pope established the feast as a statement of faith 

against the prevailing ideologies of communism and secularism at that time. The two ideologies 

attempted to exclude faith, religion, and God from humanity. This feast is even more relevant to us now that we face even more harmful anti-

Christian ideologies and persecution of Christians. 

 

In her speech in June 2023, Laura Aboli captures partly the humanity’s pull away from God, natural order/ law, decadence and gradual 

disintegration: 

 

“They destabilize, dehumanize, and demoralize humanity through every means possible: the destruction of the nuclear family, children being 

indoctrinated by the state, abortion, the eradication of God and spirituality from education, … toxic food, air and water, social media 

replacing real human connection and interaction, engineered financial crisis, … endless wars and massive migration, stress, anxiety, 

depression, drugs and alcohol, constant fear-mongering, moral relativism as the new religion. … Humanity has been influenced and forced to 

move away from all the things that give us strength, security, purpose, and meaning.” 

 

By celebrating this feast, we are upholding the teachings of the Scripture, the teachings of the Church, and to continue to proclaim Jesus 

Christ as our leader and king. And look to his direction and teachings as guides to resolve the issues in our lives. 

 

The kingship of Jesus is clearly stated in the Scripture: The King of kings and Lord of lords (1 Timothy 6:15); the ruler of the kings of the 

earth (Revelation 1:5). Jesus declared in Matthew 28:18, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” In Philippians 2:9-10, St. 

Paul writes, “God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…” 

 

Jesus’ disciples who thought that Jesus’ kingdom was political asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

(Acts 1:6). The Pharisees, also, asked Jesus when the kingdom of God would come. Jesus’ reply gives us a good understanding of his 

kingship we are celebrating today: “The coming of the kingdom of God cannot be observed, and no one will announce, ‘Look, here it is,’ or, 

‘There it is.’ For behold, the kingdom of God is among you” (Luke (17:21). This means that the universal kingdom is within us, around us, 

and among us; in our homes, our parishes, our churches, our neighborhoods, our institutions, our work places, our business places, our market 

places, our gatherings, our environments, our communities, and so on. The kingship of Jesus, also, lies in the fact that Christianity has spread 

to every corner of the world and has influenced every aspect of world development and history. No matter the age or what history throws at 

us, Jesus Christ is King of the universe and King over every situation in our lives. Viva Christo Rey! 

 

Housekeeping: 

1. We will be losing our wonderful Administrative assistant Flor, who will be leaving us to care for her mum mid next month. The 

Parish is looking for a new bilingual administrative assistant to the Pastor who is able to work 20 hours a week on part time basis 

and able to start as soon as possible or by the November 27th. 

2. We will be having a second collection this weekend for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 

3. There will be Advent Confessions this December Thursday 14th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. We hope to have three or four Priests 

available to hear Confessions. 

4. Our Advent book study this year is Bishop Barron “ This Is My Body: A Call To Eucharistic Revival.” It is a very good read and 

would deepen our understanding of and faith in the real presence of Eucharistic, as we prepare to celebrate the National Eucharistic 

Congress next year summer. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



¡VIVA CRISTO REY! 

 

Hace noventa y seis años (23 de noviembre de 1927), el Padre Miguel Pro, SJ., gritó: “Viva Cristo Rey” 

momentos antes de ser ejecutado por un pelotón de fusilamiento en la Ciudad de México. A la edad de 

treinta y siete años y sólo dos años de su ordenación, fue condenado a muerte por ministrar al pueblo 

durante la prohibición gubernamental y la persecución de la Iglesia católica durante ese período. Una 

persecución que convirtió en mártires a Sacerdotes Católicos, Caballeros de Colón y otros fieles laicos. 

La solemnidad y el evangelio de hoy anuncian a Jesús como Rey, pero identificado, como el padre 

Miguel, con los pobres y perseguidos y que él mismo fue ejecutado con el título burlón de “Rey de los 

judíos”. 

 

La fiesta de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, Rey del Universo, fue establecida por el Papa Pío XI en 1925, poco 

después del final de la Primera Guerra Mundial. El Papa estableció la fiesta como una declaración de fe contra las ideologías predominantes 

del comunismo y el secularismo en ese momento. Las dos ideologías intentaron excluir la fe, la religión y Dios de la humanidad. Esta fiesta 

es aún más relevante para nosotros ahora que enfrentamos ideologías anticristianas y persecución de cristianos aún más dañinas. 

 

En su discurso de junio de 2023, Laura Aboli captura en parte el alejamiento de la humanidad de Dios, el orden/ley natural, la decadencia y la 

desintegración gradual: 

“Desestabilizan, deshumanizan y desmoralizan a la humanidad por todos los medios posibles: la destrucción de la familia nuclear, el 

adoctrinamiento de los niños por el Estado, el aborto, la erradicación de Dios y la espiritualidad de la educación... alimentos, aire y agua 

tóxicos, reemplazo de las redes sociales. conexión e interacción humana real, crisis financiera diseñada... guerras interminables y migraciones 

masivas, estrés, ansiedad, depresión, drogas y alcohol, constante alarmismo, relativismo moral como nueva religión. … La humanidad ha 

sido influenciada y obligada a alejarse de todas las cosas que nos dan fuerza, seguridad, propósito y significado”. 

 

Al celebrar esta fiesta, defendemos las enseñanzas de las Escrituras, las enseñanzas de la Iglesia y continuamos proclamando a Jesucristo 

como nuestro líder y rey. Y considerar su dirección y enseñanzas como guías para resolver los problemas de nuestras vidas. 

 

El reinado de Jesús está claramente declarado en las Escrituras: Rey de reyes y Señor de señores (1 Timoteo 6:15); el gobernante de los reyes 

de la tierra (Apocalipsis 1:5). Jesús declaró en Mateo 28:18: “Me ha sido dado todo poder en el cielo y en la tierra”. En Filipenses 2:9-10, San 

Pablo escribe: “Dios lo exaltó mucho y le dio el nombre que es sobre todo nombre, para que al nombre de Jesús se doble toda rodilla en el 

cielo, en la tierra y debajo. la tierra, y toda lengua confiese que Jesucristo es el Señor…” 

 

Los discípulos de Jesús, que pensaban que el reino de Jesús era político, le preguntaron: “Señor, ¿restaurarás el reino a Israel en este tiempo?” 

(Hechos 1:6). Los fariseos también preguntaron a Jesús cuándo vendría el reino de Dios. La respuesta de Jesús nos da una buena comprensión 

de su reinado que celebramos hoy: “La venida del reino de Dios no se puede observar, y nadie anunciará: 'Mira, aquí está' o 'Allí está'. Porque 

he aquí el reino de Dios está entre vosotros” (Lucas (17:21). Esto significa que el reino universal está dentro de nosotros, alrededor de 

nosotros y entre nosotros; en nuestros hogares, nuestras parroquias, nuestras iglesias, nuestros vecindarios, nuestras instituciones, nuestros 

lugares de trabajo, nuestros lugares de negocios, nuestros mercados, nuestras reuniones, nuestros entornos, nuestras comunidades, etc. La 

realeza de Jesús, también, radica en el hecho de que el cristianismo se ha extendido a todos los rincones del mundo y ha influyó en todos los 

aspectos del desarrollo mundial y la historia. No importa la época o lo que la historia nos depare, Jesucristo es Rey del universo y Rey sobre 

cada situación en nuestras vidas. ¡Viva Christo Rey! 

 

Limpieza interna: 

1. Perderemos a nuestra maravillosa asistente administrativa Flor, quien nos dejará para cuidar a su mamá a mediados del próximo mes. La 

Parroquia está buscando un nuevo asistente administrativo bilingüe para el Pastor que pueda trabajar 20 horas a la semana a tiempo parcial y 

pueda comenzar lo antes posible o antes del 27 de noviembre. 

2. Tendremos una segunda colecta este fin de semana para la Campaña Católica para el Desarrollo Humano. 

3. Habrá Confesiones de Adviento este jueves 14 de diciembre de 6:00 pm a 8:00 pm. Esperamos tener tres o cuatro Sacerdotes disponibles 

para escuchar Confesiones. 

4. Nuestro libro de estudio de Adviento de este año es el Obispo Barron “Este es mi cuerpo: un llamado al avivamiento eucarístico”. Es una 

muy buena lectura y profundizaría nuestra comprensión y fe en la presencia real de la Eucaristía, mientras nos preparamos para celebrar el 

Congreso Eucarístico Nacional el próximo verano. 

Desde el Escritorio del Pastor 



 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES: 

Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Ángel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury, 

Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Fran Berry, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke, 

Cáceres Family, Moon Chung, Verónica Natalia Chávez, Jim Clark, Will Crain, Rebecca & Russell Ensley, 

Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris, Debbie 

Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann, Sam Matthews, 

Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsome, William Newsome, Jr, 

Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia Brizuela Pérez, Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig 

Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family, Verónica Rodríguez, SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, 

María Sol Montel, Teresa Starr, Jay Thorne, Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline 

Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes, Emilee Ashe Painschab and Caitlyn Basenese, Art Keener, Nell Keener, 

Johana Zarate, Johannes Widmar, Carmen Trevizo, Adela Treviso, Brian Siewert, Diane Dodge, Woolbright Family  

 

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner 

Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte) 
  

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.   

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list  

or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.  

    ST. MARY'S YOUTH EVENTS 

 

Reminder: The Next rehearsal for St. Mary's Bilingual Christmas Pageant, "The Stations of the 

Nativity," will be on Tuesday, December 5th from 5-7 p.m. at St. Mary's Parish.  The Pageant actors and readers 

are doing a great job!  Thank you to all the families for continuing support as we enter into the Advent 

Season!  If you have any questions, please text coordinator Rayanne Herrera at 910-354-5131.       

 

 

 A BIG Thank you to all of the youth, teens, parents 

and volunteers who helped make St. Mary's Youth 

Group "Kick Off" a success!  Mark your 

Calendars!  Next Youth Group will be December 

1st, from 6:30-8:00 p.m./ parent pick up between 

8:00-8:30 p.m.  Join us for Faith, Food, Fun and 

Fellowship--including veneration of the Cross at St 

Mary's Office/Catechetical building.  All St. Mary 

Youth and friends/family from 6-12th grade are 

welcome.  Invite others to help grow and flourish 

our Catholic youth community.  Please contact the 

Youth Ministry Coordinator, Rayanne Herrera, at 

910-354-5131 for any inquiries. Thank you!   
 



 

 

ST. MARY’S IS HIRING – IMMEDIATE NEED 

 

 If you would like to give back and serve St. Mary 

Mother of God Church and use your gifts, there is 

an Opportunity to do so! 

The Parish is looking for a bilingual administrative 

assistant to the Pastor who is able to work 20 hours 

a week on part time basis and able to start as soon 

as possible or by November 27th  

Be a part of the team at St. Mary Mother of God.  

If interested call the Office 828-586-9496 Monday, 

Wednesday, Frida,y or Saturday 10-2pm or email 

Flor Widmar  

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

executiveassistant@stmarymotherofgod.com 

 

 

Give to St. Vincent de Paul anytime by dropping cash or check into the box in the narthex, right before the confessional. 

Please make checks payable to Society of St. Vincent de Paul (not St. Mary Mother of God). We rely on your donations to 

help those who come to us for assistance. God Bless! 

We also have need of the following: 

We currently have a family searching for a refrigerator. Do you have a used one you can donate? 

A disabled veteran is looking for housing for under $700/mo. Do you know of an apartment or room available to rent? 

We also have a carpenter who is looking for work. Do you need any work done on your home? 

We are currently trying to assist a Spanish-speaking family, but need a bilingual member to help us communicate. Do you 

speak English and Spanish and are willing to help us communicate via phone? 

 

Email stvincentdepaul@stmarymotherofgod.com if you can help with any of these needs! 

 

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

 

FIRST SUNDAY LATIN RESPONSES AT 11:30 A.M. MASS 

Next Sunday, December 3rd, 11:30 Mass responses will be in Latin. Booklets will be provided; please leave 

them in the pews after Mass. Here are some easy parts to remember: 

Sign of the Cross – “In nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti” 

“And with your spirit”- ‘Et cum spiritu tuo” 

“Thanks be to God” – “Deo gratias” (following 1st & 2nd readings) 

“Glory to you, Lord” – “Gloria tibi Domine”  /  “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ” – “Laus tibi Christe”  

(before / after Gospel reading) 

 

mailto:stvincentdepaul@stmarymotherofgod.com


 

 

 

    

    Offertory last weekend: $1,964 / Budget: $3,923 

November month to date: $11,231 / Budget: $ 19,615 

Year to Date: $85,235 Actual; Budget $70,614 

DSA: $17,536 Actual + $2,564 Pledged = $19,900 (101.4%) 

 
                                      Ofertorio último fin de semana: $1,964/ Presupuesto: $3,923 

Mes de Noviembre a la fecha: $11,231 / Presupuesto: $19,615 

Año hasta la fecha: $85,235 reales; Presupuesto de $70,614 

DSA: $17,536 Real + Prometido: $2,564 = $19,900 (101.4%) 

 

 

Stewardship 

To contact any Commission with ideas or to volunteer, contact Brian Raming at pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com 

New to the parish?   

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.   

Want to volunteer? Please call the office and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.   

 ¿Nuevo en la parroquia?  

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salón y complete un formulario de registro.  

¿Quieres ser voluntario? Llame a la oficina y lo ayudaremos a compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia. 

Parish Council  

Chair: Brian Raming 

 Secretary: Sue Szarek    

Parish Finance Council  

Chair: Robin Starrs     

Buildings & Grounds Commission 

Chair: Don Pierce  

Communications & Evangelization Commission 

Chair: Linda Gray  

· Online & Social Media Resources:  

Deacon Matt and Linda Gray 

Community Outreach Commission 

Chair: Elaina Quijada  

· Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez  

· Respect Life: Sue Szarek 

· Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl 

Faith Education & Formation Commission 

Chair: Sara Freeman 

DRE:  Luci Castillo 

· OCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley 

· Contact Luci for sacramental needs 

Liturgy Commission 

                          Chair: Jonathan Fischer  

· Altar Guild: Sue Szarek 

Hispanic Community Commission 

Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas  

Parish Life Commission 

                 Chair: Lucinda Rose & Victor O’Brien 

· Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia 

· Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton 

Stewardship Committee 

Chair: Brian Raming 

WCU Campus Ministry 

Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome  

  

  

  

  

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 

Website: stmarymotherofgod.com      

Social Media:  

facebook.com/stmarysylva 

instagram.com/stmarysylva 

youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod 

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496   

Sacramental Emergency:  828-631-0576 

Parish Organizations 

mailto:pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com


 
 

 


