4% Sunday of Advent
& Christmas

St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church
22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779
Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 828-586-2167

12/24/23 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Cuarto Domingo de Adviento

Pastor: Rev. Paul Asoh, MSP (Ext 102)

Deacons:

Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome
Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired)
Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles

Administrative Assistant: Salomon Salinas (Ext. 101)
DRE: Luci Castillo (Ext. 103)
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul: (Ext. 104)

Liturgical Music: Jonathan Fischer
Bookkeeper: Carla Haire
St. Mary’s Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl

Office Hours / Horas de Oficina
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9 am — 2 pm
Lunes, Miércoles, Jueves y Viernes: 9 am — 2 pm

Appointments with the Pastor
Monday/Lunes: 10:30 to 12:30; Thursday/Jueves: 10 to 2

MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God

Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Daily Masses:
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 9:00 am
Wednesday at 6:15 pm (Spanish)

Misas de fin de semana:

Vigilia del sabado a las 7:00 pm (Espariol)
Domingo a las 8:30 am & 11:30 am

Misas diarias:
Lunes, jueves, viernes y sabado a las 9:00 am
Miércoles a las 6:15 pm (Espariol)

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry

(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm
Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm

CONFESSION

Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm, Friday at 9:30 am
and Saturday at 5:00 pm
Or by appointment
Tiempos de Confesiones
Domingo 10:45 am, Miércoles 5:30 pm
Viernes 9:30 am, Sabado 5:00 pm
O con cita previa

Adoration and Benediction

Ist Friday from 9:30am-8:00 pm
1st Saturday Holy Hour after Mass

4" Thursday Spanish Adoration 7:00-8:00 pm

Last Friday 7:00-8:00 pm

Adoracién y Bendicion

Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm
Primer sabado Hora Santa después de la Misa
Cuarto Jueves Adoracion en espaiiol 7:00-8:00 pm
Ultimo viernes 7:00-8:00 pm

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
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Sacrament Emergency: 828-631-0576




Calendar — December 24th —December 31st

Sunday 10:00 am
4:30 pm
7:00 pm
11:30 pm

Monday: 12:00 am
10:00 am

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday: 9:00 am

Saturday: 9:00 am
7:00 pm

Sunday 8:30 am
10:00 am
11:30 am

To request a Mass Intention:

Sunday Mass
Christmas Eve Vigil (English)
Christmas Eve Vigil (Spanish)

Pro Populo
+John R. LaCour
Lupita Salinas

Office of Readings with Extended Vigils

Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Mass

Daily Mass

Daily Mass
Misa en Espanol

Sunday Mass
Donuts & Dogma
Sunday Mass

+Blair Wingard
Dolores Namotka & +Linda Tiller

Pro Populo

+Roger Grenier & +Carole Lemay

+Emilie Wolarik

Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofeod.com

Or use the envelopes near the women’s restroom

Mass/Misa

Extraordinary Ministers
Ministros extraordinarios

Readers/Lecturas Servers/Monaguillos

Sabado, Deciembre 30 7:00pm

Azucena & Jose Garcia

Juan Carlos Villegas

Sunday, December 31%* 8:30am

Debbie Keener (L), Tom
Coughlin (R), Patty Higgins (C)

Thomas Hart

Sunday, December 31%* 11:30am

Sara Freeman (L),

Wayne Haire (R)

Carla Haire

Domingo, Deciembre 31 7:00 pm

Luci Castillo, Martha

Patricia Hernandez



mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com

From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Parishioners, Merry Christmas and May the celebration of the newborn King
deepen your love for Him and fill you and your home with Joy. The internet has
been awash with sensational journalists writing high and low about the new
documents released in Rome. The document explores the theme of blessings,
distinguishing between ritual and liturgical ones, and spontaneous ones more akin to
signs of popular devotion. It is precisely in this second category there is now
consideration of the possibility of welcoming even those who do not live according
to the norms of Christian moral doctrine but humbly request to be blessed. Here no
union of same sex marriage can be blessed but the individuals. Rev. Patrick J.

Winslow the Vicar General of the diocese has written on this document in the new
1ssue of the Catholic Herald. Below is his article.

Simply speaking, “Fiducia Supplicans” addresses the two types of blessings that an ordained minister can give:
pastoral blessings and sacramental blessings. It is distinguishing between spontaneous pastoral blessings for people
who seek grace and assistance from God and those that bless relationships that correspond to God’s design.

Regarding the latter type of blessing, the document states:

“...when a blessing is invoked on certain human relationships by a special liturgical rite, it is necessary that what
is blessed corresponds with God’s designs written in creation and fully revealed by Christ the Lord. For this reason,
since the Church has always considered only those sexual relations that are lived out within marriage to be morally
licit, the Church does not have the power to confer its liturgical blessing when that would somehow offer a form
of moral legitimacy to a union that presumes to be a marriage or to an extra-marital sexual practice” (11).

Because the pastoral work of the Church involves clergy encountering people of all backgrounds, circumstances
and situations — often in strange and beautifully providential ways — it might be appropriate to offer a blessing that
is more akin to a prayer that petitions God for grace on behalf of those seeking it in their lives.

As a matter of pastoral practice, the document recognizes that people often begin and pursue their Christian
journeys in imperfect and complex situations. This would include people who are in irregular marriages (marriages
not regarded as valid by Christian doctrine) and couples of the same sex.

In this context, the document describes pastoral blessings in a significantly different way:

“This is a blessing that, although not included in any liturgical rite, unites intercessory prayer with the invocation
of God’s help by those who humbly turn to Him. God never turns away anyone who approaches Him! Ultimately,
a blessing offers people a means to increase their trust in God. The request for a blessing, thus, expresses and
nurtures openness to the transcendence, mercy, and closeness to God in a thousand concrete circumstances of life,
which is no small thing in the world in which we live. It is a seed of the Holy Spirit that must be nurtured, not
hindered” (33).

“Fiducia Supplicans” describes the importance of making clear and necessary practical distinctions between how
the two types of blessings may be offered. Blessing relationships that are “morally licit” employ the sacred liturgical
rites of the Church. They are often planned ceremonies. Frequently they take place in a chapel or church with the
ordained minister wearing appropriate vestments.



By contrast, pastoral blessings are spontaneous and private in nature. The document notes that they are to “never
cease being simple gestures that provide an effective means of increasing trust in God on the part of the people
who ask for them, careful that they should not become a liturgical or semi-liturgical act” (36).

Regarding the timing of pastoral blessings, the document states that they “should never be imparted in concurrence
with the ceremonies of a civil union, and not even in connection with them. Nor can it be performed with any
clothing, gestures, or words that are proper to a wedding. The same applies when the blessing is requested by a
same-sex couple” (39).

It continues to explain, “Such a blessing may instead find its place in other contexts, such as a visit to a shrine, a
meeting with a priest, a prayer recited in a group, or during a pilgrimage. Indeed, through these blessings that are
given not through the ritual forms proper to the liturgy but as an expression of the Church’s maternal heart — similar
to those that emanate from the core of popular piety — there is no intention to legitimize anything, but rather to open
one’s life to God, to ask for His help to live better, and also to invoke the Holy Spirit so that the values of the
Gospel may be lived with greater faithfulness” (40).

“What has been said in this declaration regarding the blessings of same-sex couples is sufficient to guide the prudent
and fatherly discernment of ordained ministers in this regard. Thus, beyond the guidance provided above, no further
responses should be expected about possible ways to regulate details or practicalities regarding blessings of this
type” (41). In other words, it appears Pope Francis does not intend to say anything more about this matter.

Housekeeping:

1. On behalf of the Clergy, Parish Pastoral Council and Staff of St. Mary Mother of God Sylva, I want to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

2. The Parish office will be closed from Thursday December 21st, open for a day on Friday December 29th, and
open in January 2024 on the 3rd of Next month.

3. There will be no weekday Mass on Wednesday and Thursday this week. Morning Mass will continue Friday
and Saturday mornings.



Desde Escritorio del Pastor

Queridos feligreses, Feliz Navidad y que la celebracion del Rey recién nacido
profundice su amor por El y los llene a ustedes y a su hogar de Alegria. Internet ha
estado inundado de periodistas sensacionalistas que escriben por todas partes sobre
los nuevos documentos publicados en Roma. El documento explora el tema de las
bendiciones, distinguiendo entre las rituales y liturgicas, y las espontdneas, mas
afines a signos de devocion popular. Precisamente en esta segunda categoria se
considera ahora la posibilidad de acoger también a aquellos que no viven segln las
normas de la doctrina moral cristiana pero piden humildemente ser bendecidos.
Aqui ninguna unién del matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo puede ser
bendecida excepto los individuos. El Rev. Patrick J. Winslow, Vicario General de la
didcesis, ha escrito sobre este documento en la nueva edicion del Catholic Herald. A continuacion se muestra su
articulo.

En pocas palabras, “Fiducia Supplicans” aborda los dos tipos de bendiciones que un ministro ordenado puede
dar: bendiciones pastorales y bendiciones sacramentales. Es distinguir entre bendiciones pastorales espontaneas
para personas que buscan gracia y asistencia de Dios y aquellas que bendicen relaciones que corresponden al
disefio de Dios. Respecto a este ultimo tipo de bendicion, el documento sefala: ““...cuando se invoca una
bendicion sobre determinadas relaciones humanas mediante un rito litirgico especial, es necesario que lo
bendecido corresponda con los designios de Dios escritos en la creacion y plenamente revelados por Cristo
Sefor. Por esta razon, dado que la Iglesia siempre ha considerado moralmente licitas s6lo aquellas relaciones
sexuales que se viven dentro del matrimonio, la Iglesia no tiene el poder de conferir su bendicion litirgica
cuando eso de alguna manera ofreceria una forma de legitimidad moral a una unién. que presuma ser un
matrimonio o una practica sexual extramatrimonial” (11).

Debido a que el trabajo pastoral de la Iglesia implica que el clero se encuentre con personas de todos los origenes,
circunstancias y situaciones —a menudo de maneras extrafias y bellamente providenciales—, podria ser apropiado
ofrecer una bendicion que se parezca mas a una oracion que pide a Dios gracia en nombre de quienes lo buscan
en sus vidas. Como cuestion de practica pastoral, el documento reconoce que las personas a menudo comienzan
y prosiguen su camino cristiano en situaciones imperfectas y complejas. Esto incluiria a personas que estan en
matrimonios irregulares (matrimonios no considerados validos por la doctrina cristiana) y parejas del mismo
sexo.

En este contexto, el documento describe las bendiciones pastorales de una manera significativamente diferente:
“Se trata de una bendicidon que, aunque no estd incluida en ningtn rito liturgico, une la oracion intercesora con
la invocacion de la ayuda de Dios por parte de quienes se dirigen humildemente a El. jDios nunca rechaza a
nadie que se le acerca! En ultima instancia, una bendicion ofrece a las personas un medio para aumentar su
confianza en Dios. La peticion de una bendicidn, asi, expresa y alimenta la apertura a la trascendencia, a la
misericordia y a la cercania a Dios en mil circunstancias concretas de la vida, lo cual no es poca cosa en el
mundo en que vivimos. Es una semilla del Espiritu Santo que debe ser alimentada, no obstaculizada” (33).

“Fiducia Supplicans” describe la importancia de hacer distinciones practicas claras y necesarias entre como se
pueden ofrecer los dos tipos de bendiciones. Las relaciones de bendicion que son “moralmente licitas” emplean
los sagrados ritos liturgicos de la Iglesia. A menudo son ceremonias planificadas. Con frecuencia tienen lugar
en una capilla o iglesia y el ministro ordenado lleva las vestimentas adecuadas. Por el contrario, las bendiciones
pastorales son de naturaleza espontanea y privada. El documento sefiala que “nunca dejaran de ser simples gestos



que proporcionen un medio eficaz para aumentar la confianza en Dios por parte del pueblo que los pide,
cuidando que no se conviertan en un acto litrgico o semiliturgico” (36 ).

En cuanto al momento de las bendiciones pastorales, el documento afirma que “nunca deben impartirse al mismo
tiempo que las ceremonias de una unidn civil, y ni siquiera en conexion con ellas. Tampoco se podra realizar
con ninguna vestimenta, gesto o palabra propia de una boda. Lo mismo se aplica cuando la bendicion es
solicitada por una pareja del mismo sexo” (39).

Y contintia explicando: “Esta bendicion puede, por el contrario, encontrar su lugar en otros contextos, como una
visita a un santuario, un encuentro con un sacerdote, una oracion recitada en grupo o durante una peregrinacion.
En efecto, a través de estas bendiciones que se dan no mediante las formas rituales propias de la liturgia sino
como expresion del corazén materno de la Iglesia —similares a las que emanan del seno de la piedad popular—
no se pretende legitimar nada, sino mas bien abrir la vida a Dios, pedir su ayuda para vivir mejor, y también
invocar al Espiritu Santo para vivir con mayor fidelidad los valores del Evangelio” (40).

“Lo dicho en esta declaracion sobre las bendiciones de las parejas del mismo sexo es suficiente para guiar el
discernimiento prudente y paternal de los ministerios ordenados a este respecto. Por lo tanto, mas alla de la
orientacion proporcionada anteriormente, no se deben esperar mas respuestas sobre posibles formas de regular
los detalles o aspectos practicos relacionados con bendiciones de este tipo” (41). En otras palabras, parece que
el Papa Francisco no tiene intencion de decir nada mas sobre este asunto.

Limpieza interna:

1. En nombre del Clero, el Consejo Pastoral Parroquial y el personal de Santa Maria Madre de Dios Sylva, quiero
desearles a todos una Feliz Navidad y un Préspero Afio Nuevo.

2. La oficina parroquial estara cerrada a partir del jueves 21 de diciembre, abierta por un dia el viernes 29 de
diciembre y abierta en enero de 2024 el dia 3 del proximo mes.

3. No habra Misa entre semana los miércoles y jueves de esta semana. La misa de la mafiana continuard los viernes y
sabados por la mafiana.



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES:

Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Angel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury,
Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Fran Berry, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke,
Céceres Family, Moon Chung, Veronica Natalia Chavez, Jim Clark, Will Crain, Rebecca & Russell Ensley,
Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris, Debbie
Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann, Sam Matthews,
Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsome, William Newsome, Jr,
Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia Brizuela Pérez, Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig
Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family, Veronica Rodriguez, SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder,
Maria Sol Montel, Teresa Starr, Jay Thorne, Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline
Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes, Emilee Ashe Painschab and Caitlyn Basenese, Art Keener, Nell Keener,
Johana Zarate, Johannes Widmar, Carmen Trevizo, Adela Treviso, Brian Siewert, Diane Dodge, Woolbright Family

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner
Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte)

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.
If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list
or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

The Mass schedule for the Christmas season can also be found on our website at www.stmarymotherofgod.com

This year, the 4th Sunday of Advent is also Christmas Eve. Both Sunday and
Christmas are days of obligation.

4th Sunday of Advent (Special Sunday Mass Schedule)

« Dec. 23 —4:30 PM Vigil Mass (English)
« Dec. 23 —7:00 PM Vigil Mass (Spanish)
. Dec. 24 —10:00 AM Sunday Mass (English)

Christmas
Holy Day of obligation
« Dec. 24 —4:30 PM Vigil Mass (English)
« Dec. 24 —7:00 PM Vigil Mass (Spanish)
« Dec. 24 — 11:30 PM Office of Readings with Extended Vigils (English)
« Dec. 25 —12:00 Midnight Mass (English)
« Dec. 25 —-10:00 AM Mass (English)

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

(not a Holy Day of obligation this year)
. Jan. 1 —10:00 AM (English)




Stewardship

Offertory last weekend: $2,686 / Budget: $3,923
December month to date: $10,661 / Budget: $11,769

Year to Date: $95,904 Actual; Budget $95,461
DSA: $18,026 Actual + $2,064 Pledged = $20,090 (102.3%)

Ofertorio ultimo fin de semana: $2,686/ Presupuesto: $3,923
Mes de Deciembre a la fecha: $10,661 / Presupuesto: $11,769

Ano hasta la fecha: $95,904 reales; Presupuesto de $95,461
DSA: $18,026 Real + Prometido: $2,064 = $20,090 (102.3%)

Parish Organizations

Parish Council

Chair: Brian Raming
Secretary:

Parish Finance Council
Chair: Robin Starrs

Buildings & Grounds Commission

Chair: Don Pierce

Communications & Evangelization Commission
Chair: Linda Gray
- Online & Social Media Resources:
Deacon Matt and Linda Gray

Community OQutreach Commission
Chair: Elaina Quijada
- Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez

- Respect Life: Sue Szarek
- Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl
Faith Education & Formation Commission
Chair: Sara Freeman
DRE: Luci Castillo
- OCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley
- Contact Luci for sacramental needs

Liturgy Commission
Chair: Jonathan Fischer
- Altar Guild: Sue Szarek

Hispanic Community Commission

Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas

Parish Life Commission
Chair: Lucinda Rose & Victor O’Brien
- Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia

- Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton

Stewardship Committee

Chair: Brian Raming

WCU Campus Ministry
Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com
Website: stmarymotherofgod.com
Social Media:
facebook.com/stmarysylva
instagram.com/stmarysylva
youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod
Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496
Sacramental Emergency: 828-631-0576

To contact any Commission with ideas or to volunteer, contact Brian Raming at pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com

New to the parish?

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.

Want to volunteer? Please call the office and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.
(Nuevo en la parroquia?

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salon y complete un formulario de registro.

{Quieres ser voluntario? Llame a la oficina y lo ayudaremos a compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia.
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