
          

           Pastor: Rev. Paul Asoh, MSP (Ext 102)  

 Deacons:   Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome  

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired) 

Rev. Mr. Daniel Pyles 

   Administrative Assistant:  Salomon Salinas (Ext. 101) 

DRE: Luci Castillo (Ext. 103) 

            The Society of St. Vincent de Paul: (Ext. 104) 

Liturgical Music:  Jonathan Fischer 

Bookkeeper: Carla Haire 

St. Mary’s Book Rack:  Mary Ann Kuehl 

Office Hours / Horas de Oficina 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9 am – 2 pm 

Lunes, Miércoles, Jueves y Viernes: 9 am – 2 pm 

Appointments with the Pastor 

Monday/Lunes: 10:30 to 12:30; Thursday/Jueves: 10 to 2 
 

 

2/25/24 Second Sunday in Lent 

Segundo Domingo del Cuaresma 

 

St. Mary, Mother of God, Catholic Church 

22 Bartlett Street, Sylva NC, 28779  

Office: 828-586-9496 Fax: 828-586-2167 
  

 

MASS TIMES at St. Mary Mother of God  
  

Weekend Masses: 

Saturday Vigil at 7:00 pm (Spanish) 

Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:30 am  
  

Daily Masses: 

Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 9:00 am 

Wednesday at 6:15 pm (Spanish)  

 

Stations of the Cross/ Estaciones de la Cruz 

Friday/ Viernes 6:00 pm 
 

Misas de fin de semana: 

Vigilia del sábado a las 7:00 pm (Español) 

Domingo a las 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
  

Misas diarias: 

Lunes, jueves, viernes y sábado a las 9:00 am  

Miércoles a las 6:15 pm (Español) 
  

  

Mass Times at WCU: Catholic Campus Ministry 

(during the academic school year) Sunday: 4:00 pm   

Friday Daily Mass: 12:15 pm 

  

  

CONFESSION 
  

Sunday: 10:45 until 11:15 am  

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm, Friday at 9:30 am  

and Saturday at 5:00 pm 

Or by appointment  

Tiempos de Confesiones 

Domingo 10:45 am, Miércoles 5:30 pm 

Viernes 9:30 am, Sábado 5:00 pm 

O con cita previa 

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496        Sacrament Emergency:  828-631-0576 

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 
  

 

Adoration and Benediction 

1st Friday from 9:30am-8:00 pm 

1st Saturday Holy Hour after Mass 

4th Thursday Spanish Adoration 7:00-8:00 pm 

Last Friday 7:00-8:00 pm  

Adoración y Bendición 

Primer viernes de 9:30 am a 8:00 pm 

Primer sábado Hora Santa después de la Misa 

Cuarto Jueves Adoración en español 7:00-8:00 pm  

Último viernes 7:00-8:00 pm 

 

 

 

The Sacrifice of Isaac   

by Santiago Rebull (1857) 



  

 

Mass/Misa 
Extraordinary Ministers 

Ministros extraordinarios 
Readers/Lecturas   Servers/Monaguillos 

Sábado, marzo 2  7:00pm  Benita Bueno 
 

 

Sunday, March 3rd  8:30am Patty Higgins (choir)       Caryn Raming  

Sunday, March 3rd  11:30am  Sara Freeman  

 

Sunday                             8:30 am          Sunday Mass                                                         +Linda Tiller           

                            10:00 am          Donuts & Dogma   

                            11:30 am         Sunday Mass                                                +William Newsome 

  4:00 pm WCU Mass    

 

Monday:                9:00 am            Daily Mass                                                            Reiter Family 

                                        6:30 pm             English Class / Clase de Inglés                                      

 

Tuesday:                          

 

Wednesday:                  5:30 pm Confession  

 6:30 pm            Misa en Español       

 

Thursday:  9:00 am            Daily Mass                                                           Newsome Family 

  

Friday:   9:00 am            Daily Mass                                 +Stephanie Pilch Rosen 

                                        6:30 pm Stations of the Cross (bilingual) 

 

Saturday:   9:00 am  Daily Mass                                        +Stephen Wolarick 

               7:00 pm            Misa en Español       

                                             

Sunday 8:30 am  Sunday Mass                                                            

 10:00 am Donuts & Dogma  

 11:30 am Sunday Mass    Pro Populo 

 4:00 pm  WCU Mass                    

                                         

To request a Mass Intention: Email to massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com 

 Or use the envelopes near the women’s restroom 

Calendar – February 25th – March 3rd 

Liturgical Minister Schedule – Next Week 

mailto:massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com


Abraham was a hundred years old, and Sarah was ninety years old when Isaac was 

born (Genesis 17:17). “With human being, this is impossible, but with God, all 

things are possible” (Luke 19:26). God makes grass grow upon mountains! (Psalm 

147:8). In today’s first reading, God commanded Abraham, “Take your son Isaac, 

your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There offer him up as 

a burnt offering …” (Genesis 22:2). What a command! Go and sacrifice the child 

Abraham and Sarah desired and prayed for all their life! Go and sacrifice the child 

born at an advanced age with no possibility aof having another child! Abraham 

obeyed. He set out with his servants and Isaac. 

 

As they were on their way, Isaac asked Abraham a heart-wrenching question: “The fire and wood are here, where is 

the lamb for the sacrifice” (Genesis 22:7). This question could have made Abraham change his mind from offering his 

son as a burnt sacrifice. But Abraham, being a man of obedience and a man of faith, replied, “God himself will 

provide the lamb for the sacrifice” (Genesis 22:8). This was a prophecy because God provided a ram, not just a lamb, 

which Abraham sacrificed instead of his son Isaac (Genesis 22:13). For this reason, “Abraham named that place 

Yahweh-yireh” meaning, “God-the-Provider” (Genesis 22:14). For being obedient to his command, God promised 

numerous blessings to Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 22:18). God’s providence and blessings accompany 

obedience to him and faith in him. 

Because Abraham was obedient to God and had faith in God, all his utterances on the journey became prophetic. 

There is power and reward in obedience and faith. James 2:23 says about Abraham, “Abraham believed in God, so he 

was considered a righteous person and was called a friend of God.” Obedience to God and faith in God make us 

friends of God. Abraham’s relationship with God is an encouragement to us in our faith journey and in our 

relationship with God. Our reward is great if we obey God and have faith in him. We will be his friends; he will bless 

us; he will provide for us. 

Abraham’s words, “God himself will provide the lamb for the sacrifice,” was, also, a prophecy about Jesus Christ. 

John the Baptist revealed him, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). St. Paul 

says in the second reading, “He did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all…” (Romans 8:32). The ram 

was sacrificed in order to spare Isaac. In the same way, Jesus, the Lamb of God, was sacrificed in order to spare us. 

Abraham sacrificed the ram. Jesus sacrificed himself. What is our sacrifice during this Lenten season? 

Housekeeping: 

1. I want to thank who have donated or participated in the Diocesan Support In Pew Appeal last week. As we 

look at our lives and the many ways God has blessed us, let us give back a proportionate gift to the Diocesan 

Support Appeal as a way of saying thank you to the Lord. God will never be outdone in generosity. If you did 

not turn in your completed pledge envelope during last week Mass, you can do so this weekend during Mass 

or you may complete a pledge envelope and return it to the Parish Office or go to charlottediocese.org/dsa to 

make a gift online. Please write the Parish identification number #88 on your pledge or Cheque envelope. 

2. The bilingual Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent will now be by 6:00 pm. Please let us participate 

faithfully in this spiritual devotion as we accompany Jesus on the way to the Cross. 

3. Please pick up your Offertory packets and a copy of the Word Among Us for the Season of Lent in the 

Narthex.  

4. Sign up in the Narthex board for First Friday Adoration March 1st, starting after the 9:00am Morning Mass till 

8:00pm. 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



 Abraham tenía cien años y Sara noventa años cuando nació Isaac (Génesis 17:17). “Para el 

hombre esto es imposible, pero para Dios todo es posible” (Lucas 19:26). ¡Dios hace crecer la 

hierba sobre las montañas! (Salmo 147:8). En la primera lectura de hoy, Dios le ordenó a 

Abraham: “Toma a tu hijo Isaac, tu único, a quien amas, y vete a la tierra de Moriah. Ofrécelo 

allí en holocausto…” (Génesis 22:2). ¡Qué comando! ¡Ve y sacrifica al niño que Abraham y Sara 

desearon y por el que oraron toda su vida! ¡Vayan y sacrifiquen al niño nacido en edad avanzada 

sin posibilidad de tener otro hijo! Abrahán obedeció. Partió con sus siervos e Isaac. 

Mientras iban de camino, Isaac le hizo a Abraham una pregunta desgarradora: “Aquí están el fuego y la leña, ¿dónde 

está el cordero para el sacrificio” (Génesis 22:7). Esta pregunta podría haber hecho que Abraham cambiara de opinión 

y no ofreciera a su hijo en holocausto. Pero Abraham, siendo hombre de obediencia y hombre de fe, respondió: “Dios 

mismo proveerá el cordero para el sacrificio” (Génesis 22:8). Esta fue una profecía porque Dios proporcionó un 

carnero, no sólo un cordero, que Abraham sacrificó en lugar de su hijo Isaac (Génesis 22:13). Por esta razón, 

“Abraham llamó a aquel lugar Yahweh-yireh”, que significa “Dios-proveedor” (Génesis 22:14). Por ser obediente a 

su mandato, Dios prometió numerosas bendiciones a Abraham y su descendencia (Génesis 22:18). La providencia y 

las bendiciones de Dios acompañan la obediencia a él y la fe en él. 

Debido a que Abraham fue obediente a Dios y tuvo fe en Dios, todas sus declaraciones durante el viaje se volvieron 

proféticas. Hay poder y recompensa en la obediencia y la fe. Santiago 2:23 dice acerca de Abraham: “Abraham creyó 

en Dios, por lo que fue considerado una persona justa y fue llamado amigo de Dios”. La obediencia a Dios y la fe en 

Dios nos hacen amigos de Dios. La relación de Abraham con Dios es un estímulo para nosotros en nuestro camino de 

fe y en nuestra relación con Dios. Nuestra recompensa es grande si obedecemos a Dios y tenemos fe en él. Seremos 

sus amigos; él nos bendecirá; él nos proveerá. 

Las palabras de Abraham: “Dios mismo proveerá el cordero para el sacrificio”, fueron también una profecía acerca de 

Jesucristo. Juan el Bautista lo reveló: “He aquí el Cordero de Dios, que quita el pecado del mundo” (Juan 1:29). San 

Pablo dice en la segunda lectura: “No escatimó ni a su propio Hijo, sino que lo entregó por todos nosotros…” 

(Romanos 8:32). El carnero fue sacrificado para salvar a Isaac. De la misma manera, Jesús, el Cordero de Dios, fue 

sacrificado para salvarnos. Abraham sacrificó el carnero. Jesús se sacrificó. ¿Cuál es nuestro sacrificio durante esta 

temporada de Cuaresma? 

Limpieza interna: 

1. Quiero agradecer a quienes donaron o participaron en la Campaña Diocesana de Apoyo en las Pew la semana 

pasada. Al mirar nuestras vidas y las muchas maneras en que Dios nos ha bendecido, devolvamos una donación 

proporcionada a la Campaña de Apoyo Diocesano como una forma de agradecer al Señor. Dios nunca será superado 

en generosidad. Si no entregó su sobre de promesa completo durante la Misa de la semana pasada, puede hacerlo este 

fin de semana durante la Misa o puede completar un sobre de promesa y devolverlo a la Oficina Parroquial o visitar 

charlottediocese.org/dsa para hacer una donación en línea. . Por favor escriba el número de identificación parroquial 

#88 en el sobre de su promesa o cheque. 

2. Las Estaciones de la Cruz bilingües todos los viernes durante la Cuaresma empezaran a las 6:00 pm. Por favor 

participemos fielmente en esta devoción espiritual mientras acompañamos a Jesús en el camino a la Cruz. 

3. Por favor recoja sus paquetes de Ofertorio y una copia de La Palabra entre nosotros para el Tiempo de Cuaresma en 

el Nártex. 

4. Regístrese en el tablero de Narthex para la Adoración del primer viernes el 1 de marzo, comenzando después de la 

Misa de la mañana de las 9:00am hasta las 8:00pm. 

Desde Escritorio del Pastor 



 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS - POR FAVOR GUARDE EN SUS ORACIONES: 

Charlotte Alexander, Alonso Family, Ángel Esteban Arrua, Rodolfo Martin Arruabarrena, Mary Ann Asbury, 

Justin Basenese, Jacki Bautista, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Fran Berry, Luz Alejandra Bringas, Michael Burke, 

Cáceres Family, Moon Chung, Verónica Natalia Chávez, Jim Clark, Will Crain, Rebecca & Russell Ensley, 

Diane Glover, Jim Glover, Rory Glover, Monica Glover, Rita Goffinet, Marisa Graham, Miles Harris, Debbie 

Hentschel, Barbara Jakiela, Souhair Kwaham, Rita Lamanna, Daniella Machado, Tim Mann, Sam Matthews, 

Karen Matulis, Paula McCafferty & McCafferty Family, Peter Namotka, Georgia Newsome, William Newsome, Jr, 

Tom Nicoletti & Nicoletti Family, William Owen, Carolina Silvia Brizuela Pérez, Cathleen Pilch, Stephen Pilch, Zig 

Pilch, Cynthia Pitts, Alicia Ramirez, Rios Family, Verónica Rodríguez, SantaCruz Family, Stuart and Janet Snyder, 

María Sol Montel, Teresa Starr, Jay Thorne, Allen Thurston, Joshua Turner, Lewis Turner, Joe Waters, Pauline 

Watson, Bonnie Welch, Elaine Wilkes, Emilee Ashe Painschab and Caitlyn Basenese, Art Keener, Nell Keener, 

Johana Zarate, Johannes Widmar, Carmen Trevizo, Adela Treviso, Brian Siewert, Diane Dodge, Woolbright Family  

 

Those Called to Active Duty: Luke Turner 

Serving a Vocation: Sr. Catherine, OCD and Fr. Joseph Wasswa (Diocese of Charlotte) 
  

and for all the prayers written in our parish book of prayers.   

If you know of someone to be added to the prayer list  

or is homebound that would like a visit please email or call the office.  

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

Retreat into the Passion of Jesus 
One night, March 22-23, 2024 

Just in time to fully make the most of the Palm Sunday reading of the Passion! 

There may be no better way to prepare to enter the holiest week of the year than to spend a day 

away learning about the final hours of the life of Jesus – what they meant then, and what they 

mean in your own life today. 

This retreat will be held at the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC. It will be led by Deacon 

Scott. D. Gilfillan. Registration for the retreat includes one night, all retreat fees, and full-course 

meals from dinner Friday through Saturday lunch. 

 

For more information and to register: 

https://catholicconference.org/passion/ 

 
 

 

Stop by the St Mary’s Bookrack for Lenten resources.  

Books, devotionals, and family activity items are some of the things available. 

ST. MARY’S BOOKRACK 

https://catholicconference.org/passion/
https://catholicconference.org/passion/


 

 

 

    

    Offertory last weekend: $2,767 / Budget: $3,923 

February month to date: $10,232 / Budget: $11,769 

Fiscal Year to Date: $130,334 Actual; Budget $130,768 

DSA: $1,891 of $20,240 (9.3%) 

 
                                      Ofertorio último fin de semana: $2,767 / Presupuesto: $3,923 

Mes de enero a la fecha: $10,232 / Presupuesto: $11,769 

Año hasta la fecha: $130,334 reales; Presupuesto de $130,768 

DSA: $1,891 of $20,240 (9.3%) 

 

 

Stewardship 

To contact any Commission with ideas or to volunteer, contact Brian Raming at pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com 

New to the parish?   

Please stop by the Welcome Desk in the Hall and complete a registration form.   

Want to volunteer? Please call the office and we will help you share your time and talents within the parish.   

 ¿Nuevo en la parroquia?  

Pase por el mostrador de bienvenida en el salón y complete un formulario de registro.  

¿Quieres ser voluntario? Llame a la oficina y lo ayudaremos a compartir su tiempo y talentos dentro de la parroquia. 

Parish Council  

Chair: Brian Raming 

 Secretary: Sue Szarek    

Parish Finance Council  

Chair: Robin Starrs     

Buildings & Grounds Commission 

Chair: Don Pierce  

Communications & Evangelization Commission 

Chair: Linda Gray  

· Online & Social Media Resources:  

Deacon Matt and Linda Gray 

Community Outreach Commission 

Chair: Elaina Quijada  

· Food Pantry: Yenny Sanchez  

· Respect Life: Sue Szarek 

· Prison Ministry: Steve Kuehl 

Faith Education & Formation Commission 

Chair: Sara Freeman 

DRE:  Luci Castillo 

· OCIA Coordinator: Mike Ensley 

· Contact Luci for sacramental needs 

Liturgy Commission 

                          Chair: Jonathan Fischer  

· Altar Guild: Sue Szarek 

Hispanic Community Commission 

Chair: Juan Carlos y Deisi Villegas  

Parish Life Commission 

                 Chair: Lucinda Rose & Victor O’Brien 

· Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia 

· Lay Carmelites Director: Jean Burton 

Stewardship Committee 

Chair: Brian Raming 

WCU Campus Ministry 

Campus Minister: Deacon Matt Newsome  

  

  

  

  

Email: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com 

Website: stmarymotherofgod.com      

Social Media:  

facebook.com/stmarysylva 

instagram.com/stmarysylva 

youtube.com/c/StMaryMotherofGod 

Main Line/Reception: 828-586-9496   

Sacramental Emergency:  828-631-0576 

Parish Organizations 

mailto:pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com


 

Our Lenten Fish Frys are back this week! Save the following Fridays on your calendar: March 1st and March 

15th. All monies raised go to our parish Knights of Columbus to distribute to charitable and parish needs. The 

food is good and the community is even better!  

 

¡Nuestros Fish Frys de Cuaresma están de regreso esta semana! Guarda los siguientes viernes en tu calendario:  

1 de marzo y 15 de marzo. Todo el dinero recaudado se destina a los Caballeros de Colón de nuestra parroquia 

para distribuirlo a las necesidades caritativas y parroquiales. ¡La comida es buena y la comunidad es aún mejor! 

 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY 

First Friday Adoration: Anyone who is willing to fill in an hour for adoration, 10:00am is 

available. 

"The Blessed Sacrament, in repose, is Jesus here with us, in every tabernacle in every church 

throughout the whole world. That is why we must do all that we can to recover visits to the 

tabernacle and Eucharistic Adoration." 

     ~Bishop Strickland of Tyler, TX. 



 

PARISH PRAYER INITIATIVE 

St. Mary Mother of God has partnered with Hallow this Season to provide every parishioner 

access to all of Hallow’s prayer content – including the Lent #Pray40 Challenge – for $1 from 

now through Pentecost Sunday. 

 

Hallow is the #1 Catholic app worldwide and includes over 5,000 audio-guided 

sessions designed to help you grow closer to God and develop a daily habit of prayer. Hallow 

includes prayers for kids and families, resources for mental health, meditations for sleep, seasonal 

music, multiple languages (including Spanish, Portuguese, and Polish!) daily trivia, podcast-style 

courses to learn more about faith, and more!  

 

Register today by selecting our parish here: Hallow.com/holyday 
 

           

file:///C:/Users/jakeg/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/S76R8KTX/hallow.com/holyday

