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Pastor: Rev. Paul Asoh, MSP (x. 102)

Deacons:
Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome
Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired)

Office Administrator (x. 101)
vacant

Director of Religious Education (x. 103)
Rayanne Herrera

St. Vincent de Paul Society (x. 104)
Ernie Sipler

WCU Campus Minister (828-293-9374)
Dcn. Matthew Newsome

Director of Music: Jonathan Fischer

OCIA Coordinator (English): Mike Ensley
RCIA Coordinator (Spanish): Cesar Colex

Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia

Lay Carmelites: Jean Burton
Bookkeeper: Jane Sullivan

St. Mary's Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl
Food Pantry Coordinator: Paulette Mullins

Parish Council Chair: Brian Raming
Parish Council Secretary: Sue Szarek
Finance Council Chair: Robin Starrs

COMMISSION CHAIRS
Stewardship: Joe Cerniglia

Building & Grounds: Don Pierce
Communication & Evangelization: vacant
Community Outreach: Elaina Quijada
Education: Sara Freeman
Lituray:]onathan Fischer

Parish Life: Lucinda Rose & Victor O'Brien
Hispanic Ministry:

Jose Luis Perez y Patricia Hernandez

Stay Informed!
Join our Flocknote list by texting
STMARYSYLVA to 84576 or going
to StMarySylva.flocknote.com

Mary MoTHER OF GOD

Romax Cataoric CHURrRCH

stmarymotherofgod.com
22 Bartlett St, Sylva NC 28779

Main Line: 828-586-9496 | Sacramental Emergency Line: 828-631-0576

'This Week’s Schedule 2/16/25
FEB 16: SUNDAY 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time
8:30 AM Mass Newsom family
10:00 AM Donuts & Dogma
10:45 AM Confessions
11:30 AM Mass Collins & Karcher families
3:30 PM Confessions (WCU)
4:00 PM Mass (WCU)  pro populo
FEB 17: MONDAY
9:00 AM Mass Mincio family
FEB 18: TUESDAY
6:00 PM OCIA
FEB 19: WEDNESDAY
10-2:00 Office Hours
5:30 PM Confessions
6:15 PM Misa
6:45 PM Faith Formation
FEB 20: THURSDAY
9:00 AM Mass anonymous
10-2:00 Office Hours
5:30 PM St. Vincent de Paul Society meeting
6:30 PM Catholic Mom's Connect
7:00 PM Knights of Columbus
FEB 21: FRIDAY
9:00 AM Mass +Kennedy & Maurro families
9:30 AM Confessions
6:30 PM Youth Group
FEB 22: SATURDAY Feast of the Chair of St. Peter
9:00 AM Mass
5:00 PM Confessions
5-7 PM Food Pantry Distribution
7:00 PM Misa vigilia  pro populo
8:00 PM Marriage Renewal Dinner
FEB 23: SUNDAY 7th Sunday of Ordinary Time
8:30 AM Mass
10:00 AM Donuts & Dogma
10:45 AM Confessions
11:30 AM Mass
3:30 PM Confessions (WCU)
4:00 PM Mass (WCU)
M%hE Give online  Last week's offertory: $3497
e It's easy! Thank you!
EMAIL US

Main Office: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com

Parish Council: pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com

Mass Intentions: massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com
Faith Foramtion: dre@stmarymotherofgod.com

Campus Ministry: ccm@wecucatholic.org

If you need immediate financial assistance please call 828-586-9496 x. 104



From the Pastor’s Desk

6th Sunday of Ordinary Time

NOTE: While Fr. Paul is away, "From the Pastor's Desk" will feature reflections by
Deacon Matt. Please pray for Fr. Paul as he travels.

The gospel for this Sunday is all about blessedness. Jesus says, “Blessed are you who are poor... Blessed
are you who are now hungry... Blessed are you who are now weeping...” (cf. Lk 6:20-26). To be blessed is to be
favored by God. In a non-religious context, to be blessed simply means to be happy. What Jesus says here about
blessedness seems contrary to both of these definitions. To understand what Jesus is getting at, we need to go
back and look at the other readings the Church gives us this week.

In the first reading, the prophet Jeremiah contrasts those who trust in human beings and those who trust
in God. The one who trusts in human beings, he says, “is like a barren bush in the desert” (Jer 17:6). In other
words, such a person is dry, lifeless, and bears no fruit. But the one who trusts in the Lord is blessed, just as a
tree planted near water is full of life and bears fruit.(Jer 17:7-8).

Trusting in man is like planting yourself in the desert; there is nothing there to nourish you. Trusting in
God is like planting yourself in rich soil near fresh water. If you sink your roots there, you will have all you need to
live and thrive.

The psalm for this Sunday gives us a similar description of blessedness. Here, the one who meditates on
the law of the Lord is said to be “like a tree planted near running water, that yields its fruit in due season, and
whose leaves never fade” (Ps 1:3). So the way we plant ourselves near this life-giving water is not only to trust in
the Lord (Jeremiah) but also to meditate on his law (Psalm 1). The two go hand in hand. To trust in the Lord
means to take his word seriously, and study of God's word does you no good unless you trust God enough to live
by His word.

What this means practically is we need to study God's wisdom as it is found in the scriptures, as it is taught
by the Church, and as it has been lived out in the lives of the saints — and then apply that wisdom to our lives.
Then we will be blessed, like the tree planted near water.

But note how Jeremiah describes this blessed person. He doesn’t say such a one will experience no
hardship. Rather, he says this tree “fears not the heat when it comes” and “in the year of drought it shows no
distress, but still bears fruit.” In Jeremiah’s metaphor, both the tree and the barren bush experience drought, but
only the blessed one bears fruit. To be blessed is not to experience a life without hardship, but to have the grace
to endure hardship and even bear fruit in the midst of it.

What kind of fruit is born in hardship by one who has faith in God? Of course we can't talk about trees and
fruit without thinking of the Garden of Eden. The most famous fruit in Genesis is the forbidden fruit of the tree of
knowledge, but there was another tree in the center of the garden, the tree of life. Little is said of this tree in
Genesis, but the Church Fathers have drawn a connection between the tree of life and the cross. Whereas Adam
and Eve brought death to the world by eating of the forbidden fruit, Christ brings life to the world by Himself
becoming the fruit hanging from the tree for our spiritual nourishment. Speaking of the Resurrection, St. Paul
calls Jesus “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20). This is the fruit that Christ bore for us on
the cross; this is the fruit we can expect to bear if we bear our crosses with Him.

It is no surprise then that Jesus says in the beatitudes that the ones who are blessed are the poor, the
hungry, the weeping, and the persecuted (cf. Luke 6:20-23). Jesus has a way of turning our expectations on their
heads. We may think that being “blessed” means being rich, well fed, materially happy and well liked. These are,
after all, the standards by which the world judges success. But we can’t take our worldly riches with us when we
die, and people’s good opinions of us won't add a minute to our lives. There has to be more.

Jesus shows us a higher way, a way to be truly blessed not just for today but for all of eternity, by trusting

in the Lord and planting ourselves firmly by the waters of his truth and grace.

Email Fr. Paul at pastor@stmarymotherofgod.com



Desde el escritorio del pastor

VI Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

NOTA: Mientras el padre Paul esté ausente, "Desde el escritorio del pastor" contarad
con reflexiones del didcono Mateo. Por favor, oren por el padre Paul mientras viaja.

El evangelio de este domingo habla de la bienaventuranza. Jesus dice: «Bienaventurados los pobres...
Bienaventurados los que ahora tienen hambre... Bienaventurados los que ahora lloran...» (cf. Lc 6,20-26). Ser
bienaventurado es ser favorecido por Dios. En un contexto no religioso, ser bienaventurado significa simplemente ser
feliz. Lo que Jesus dice aqui sobre la bienaventuranza parece contrario a ambas definiciones. Para entender a qué se
refiere Jesus, tenemos que volver atrds y mirar las otras lecturas que la Iglesia nos da esta semana.

En la primera lectura, el profeta Jeremias contrasta a los que confian en los seres humanos y a los que confian
en Dios. El que confia en los seres humanos, dice, «es como una zarza estéril en el desierto» (Jer 17,6). En otras
palabras, una persona asi esta seca, sin vida y no da fruto. Pero el que confia en el Sefior es bendecido, como un arbol
plantado junto a las aguas, que se llena de vida y da fruto (Jer 17:7-8).

Confiar en el hombre es como plantarse en el desierto; alli no hay nada que te alimente. Confiar en Dios es como
plantarse en tierra fértil cerca de agua fresca. Si hundes tus raices alli, tendras todo lo que necesitas para vivir y
prosperar.

El salmo de este domingo nos da una descripcién similar de la bienaventuranza. Aqui, se dice que el que
medita en la ley del Sefior es “como un arbol plantado junto a las corrientes de agua, que da su fruto a su tiempo y sus
hojas nunca se marchitan” (Sal 1:3). Asi que la manera de plantarnos cerca de esta agua que da vida no es solo confiar
en el Sefior (Jeremias) sino también meditar en su ley (Salmo 1). Las dos cosas van de la mano. Confiar en el Sefior
significa tomar en serio su palabra, y el estudio de la palabra de Dios no nos sirve de nada a menos que confiemos en
Dios lo suficiente como para vivir segun su palabra.

Lo que esto significa en la practica es que debemos estudiar la sabiduria de Dios tal como se encuentra en las
Escrituras, tal como la ensefia la Iglesia y tal como se ha vivido en la vida de los santos, y luego aplicar esa sabiduria a
nuestras vidas. Entonces seremos bendecidos, como el arbol plantado cerca del agua.

Pero observemos como Jeremias describe a esta persona bendecida. No dice que esa persona no
experimentara dificultades. Mas bien, dice que este arbol “no teme el calor cuando viene” y “en el afio de sequia no se
angustia, sino que da fruto”. En la metafora de Jeremias, tanto el arbol como el arbusto estéril experimentan sequia,
pero solo el bendecido da fruto. Ser bendecido no es experimentar una vida sin dificultades, sino tener la gracia de
soportar las dificultades e incluso dar fruto en medio de ellas.

¢Qué tipo de fruto nace en las dificultades de alguien que tiene fe en Dios? Por supuesto, no podemos hablar
de arboles y frutos sin pensar en el Jardin del Edén. El fruto mas famoso en el Génesis es el fruto prohibido del arbol
del conocimiento, pero habia otro arbol en el centro del jardin, el arbol de la vida. Poco se dice de este arbol en el
Génesis, pero los Padres de la Iglesia han establecido una conexion entre el arbol de la vida y la cruz. Mientras que
Adén y Eva trajeron la muerte al mundo al comer del fruto prohibido, Cristo trae vida al mundo al convertirse El
mismo en el fruto que cuelga del arbol para nuestro alimento espiritual. Hablando de la Resurreccién, San Pablo llama
a Jesus “las primicias de los que durmieron” (1 Cor 15:20). Este es el fruto que Cristo dio por nosotros en la cruz; este
es el fruto que podemos esperar dar si llevamos nuestras cruces con El.

No es de extrafiar entonces que Jesus diga en las bienaventuranzas que los bienaventurados son los pobres,
los hambrientos, los que llorany los perseguidos (cf. Lc 6:20-23). Jesus tiene una manera de cambiar nuestras
expectativas. Podemos pensar que ser “bendecido” significa ser rico, estar bien alimentado, ser materialmente felizy
ser querido. Después de todo, estos son los estandares por los que el mundo juzga el éxito. Pero no podemos
llevarnos nuestras riquezas mundanas con nosotros cuando muramos, y las buenas opiniones que la gente tenga de
nosotros no sumaran un minuto a nuestras vidas. Tiene que haber algo mas.

Jesus nos muestra un camino mas elevado, un camino para ser verdaderamente bendecidos no solo por hoy
sino por toda la eternidad, al confiar en el Sefior y plantarnos firmemente junto a las aguas de su verdad y gracia.
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Email padre Paul a pastor@stmarymotherofgod.com



Announcements must be submitted to bulletinnews@stmarymotherofgod.com by Thursday of each week.

« The Good Shepherds of Bethlehem will be
selling handcrafted olive wood products made
by Christian artisans from Bethlehem after the
Masses this weekend. Learn more at
goodshepherdsofbethlehem.com

« The hard deadline to register for our Jubilee
Year Pilgrimage to Italy is this Friday, Feb. 21.
Don't miss your chance to join us! Register
online at the link below.

 The parish is looking for a bilingual
administrative assistant to the Pastor who can
work 20 hours a week. If interested in being a
part of the team at St. Mary Mother of God, call
or email the office.

« We are in need of an organist to play at the
Sunday Masses. This position is open to
anyone who can play the piano reasonably well
and is at least in high school. If interested,
contact the office or or Jonathan Fischer at
fischO50@gmail.com.

+ Alocal community member is currently
renovating her home and has the following
items available free to anyone who is in need:
sink, toilet, shower/tub stall. Please contact
the office by phone or email if you are
interested.

 The Knights of Columbus annual Lenten Friday
Fish Frys will be March 7th, March 21st, and
April 4th. Dine in or take out. Meals include
fried fish, sides, dessert, and water.

 The church office will be closed this Monday
for Presidents Day.

year's theme will be "Pilgrims of Hope."

Join our parish for a once-in-a-lifetime
o= Jubilee Pilgrimage to Italy!

Pope Francis has declared 2025 to be a Holy Year of Jubilee! A jubilee has
ancient roots in the Hebrew tradition and was revived in the Church in the May 12-20, 2025

13th century as a special time for reconciliation and conversion. This

+ Los Buenos Pastores de Belén venderan productos

artesanales de madera de olivo hechos por
artesanos cristianos de Belén después de las
Misas de este fin de semana. Obtenga mas
informacion en goodshepherdsofbethlehem.com
La fecha limite estricta para registrarse para
nuestra Peregrinacién del Afio Jubilar a Italia es
este viernes 21 de febrero. {No pierda la
oportunidad de unirse a nosotros! Registrese en
linea en el siguiente enlace.

La parroquia esta buscando un asistente
administrativo bilingte para el pastor que pueda
trabajar 20 horas a la semana. Si esta interesado
en ser parte del equipo de Santa Maria Madre de
Dios, llame o envie un correo electrénico a la
oficina.

Necesitamos un organista para tocar en las misas
dominicales. Este puesto esta abierto a cualquier
persona que pueda tocar el piano razonablemente
bien y esté al menos en la escuela secundaria. Si
esta interesado, comuniquese con la oficina o con
Jonathan Fischer en fischO50@gmail.com.

Un miembro de la comunidad local esta
renovando actualmente su casay tiene los
siguientes articulos disponibles de forma gratuita
para cualquier persona que los necesite: lavabo,
inodoro, ducha/bafiera. Comuniquese con la
oficina por teléfono o correo electrénico si esta
interesado.

Las frituras de pescado anuales de los viernes de
Cuaresma de los Caballeros de Coldn seran el 7 de
marzo, el 21 de marzo y el 4 de abril. Cene en el
lugar o pida comida para llevar. Las comidas
incluyen pescado frito, guarniciones, postre y
agua.

La oficina de la iglesia estara cerrada este lunes
por el Dia de los Presidentes.

$3999 per person S b |
more info online or call 1-844-400-9559



