ST. MARY MOoTHER OF GOD
Romax Cataoric CHURCH

stmarymotherofgod.com
22 Bartlett St, Sylva NC 28779

P Main Line: 828-586-9496 | Sacramental Emergency Line: 828-631-0576
GENOTRNSAET SRS RN This Week’s Schedule 6/29/25
geacﬁnsl\i/l e JUNE 29: SUNDAY Sts. Peter & Paul, Apostles

ev. Mr. Matthew Newsome :

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired) 8:30 AM Mass +Betty Swanson
10:00 AM Donutes & Dogma

Office Administrator (x. 101) 10:45 AM Confessions

Ubaldo Hererra 11:30AM  Mass Fr. Matthew Codd

Director of Religious Education (x. 103) JUNE 30: MONDAY

Rayanne Herrera 9:00 AM Mass
10-2:00 Office Hours

St. Vincent de Paul Society (x. 104)
Ernie Sipler

WCU Campus Minister (828-293-9374)
Dcn. Matthew Newsome

Director of Music: Jonathan Fischer

OCIA Coordinator (English): Mike Ensley
RICA Coordinator (Spanish): Cesar Colex

Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia

Lay Carmelites: Jean Burton
Bookkeeper: Jane Sullivan

St. Mary's Book Rack: Mary Ann Kuehl
Food Pantry Coordinator: Paulette Mullins

Parish Council Chair: Victor O'Brien
Parish Council Secretary: vacant
Finance Council Chair: Robin Starrs

COMMISSION CHAIRS
Stewardship: Joe Cerniglia

Building & Grounds: Don Pierce
Communication & Evangelization: vacant
Community Outreach: Elaina Quijada
Education: Sara Freeman
Liturgy:]onathan Fischer

Parish Life: Linda Gray

Hispanic Ministry:

Jose Luis Perez y Patricia Hernandez

Stay Informed!
Join our Flocknote list by texting
STMARYSYLVA to 84576 or going
to StMarySylva.flocknote.com

JULY 1: TUESDAY

6:00 PM

JULY 2: WEDNESDAY

OCIA

5:30 PM Confessions
6:15 PM Misa
JULY 3: THURSDAY St. Thomas. Apostle
9:00 AM Mass
JULY 4: FRIDAY Independence Day
9:00 AM Mass +0ak Montey
9:30 AM Confessions
9:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration (until 6pm)
6:00 PM Benediction
6:30 PM July 4th Picnic
JULY 5: SATURDAY
9:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration (until 10:30am)
5:00 PM Confessions
5-7:.00 PM  Food Pantry Distribution
7:00 PM Misa vigilia pro populo
JULY 6: SUNDAY 14th Sunday
8:30 AM Mass
10:00 AM Donuts & Dogma
10:45 AM Confessions
11:30 AM Mass +Shirley Bauknecht
FXEE Give online Last week's offertory: $3693
s It's easy! DSA: $1 6,017’
EMALL US Thank you!

Main Office: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com

Parish Council: pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com

Mass Intentions: massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com
Faith Foramtion: dre@stmarymotherofgod.com

Campus Ministry: ccm@wecucatholic.org

If you need immediate financial assistance please call 828-586-9496 x. 104



From the Pastor’s Desk

Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of St. Peter and St. Paul, an immovable
feast that is always celebrated on June 29. When it falls on a Sunday, it is one of the few
feasts which takes the place of the Sunday liturgy. The Church must feel that remembering these two men (and
asking for their prayers) is just that important. We, of course, are aware of what they have meant (and continue to
mean) for the life of the Church. These two were “giants” of the faith, yet not at all alike. One was super-educated,
confidant, used to running in important circles. The other was, on the surface, a “regular” guy, working a common
fisherman job, and living his life like countless people before him.

The stories of these two great saints are very familiar. Their stories are stories of hope to each one of us.
Considering their former life story, no one would have expected Peter or Paul to become saints and pillars and
foundational figures of the Catholic Church and Christianity.

St. Peter was called Simon until Jesus changed his name. “Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon, the
son of John; you will be called Cephas™ (which is translated Peter) (John 1:42). He was a common fisherman until
Jesus called him. Despite his spontaneity, sometimes to a fault, Jesus kept Peter close to himself. At a point, Jesus
castigated Peter to the extent of calling him “Satan” (Matthew 16:23). To crown his weaknesses, after Peter’s failed
attempt to defend Jesus during Jesus'’ arrest, he deserted Jesus. He then reappeared during Jesus’ trial only to deny
him. What a divided personality! How could Jesus still trust such a man and not withdraw his promise to him? As
we read in today’s gospel, Jesus said to Peter, “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 18:18). He became the apostle to
the Jews and the first pope. That is why the Catholic Church uses the term “The Chair of Peter” to represent the
papacy, the unbroken line of succession of popes throughout the Church’s history, and the Pope's role as the
shepherd of the Universal Church.

St. Paul, whose Hebrew name was Saul, did everything he could to destroy Christianity. He approved of the
execution of St. Stephen'’s, the first Christian martyr (Acts 8:1,3). Then he headed off to Damascus to find more
Christians to bring back to Jerusalem in chains. Jesus met him on the way and struck him blind. Ironically, he was
led by the hand to Damascus. Ananias prayed over him, he was baptized, and he became a new creature and
God's chosen instrument. Right there in Damascus and at once, he began to proclaim in the synagogues that Jesus
is the Son of God (Acts 9:1-22). He became the apostle to the Gentiles, the greatest evangelizer, and the most
influential missionary in Christian history. Thirteen Epistles in the New Testament were either written by him or his
disciples.

If St. Peter and St. Paul could transform from their former lives, there is hope for everyone and for every
situation if we give God the chance and if we stop resisting. In the second reading, St. Paul testifies that the Lord
stood by him and gave him strength. God does the same to anyone who says “yes” to him.

Housekeeping:

« The Bethlehem Wood Carvings from the Holy Land are here this weekend. Please stop at their display in the Joe
Conway hall after Mass. Your purchase supports the Catholic Christians of the Holy Land, helping them to
remain and sustain their families. This was emphasized by our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV in his General audience
during the Jubilee week for the Eastern Rite Catholics.

« Please also visit the parish commissions' tables at our "Worker Bees" volunteer drive to find out ways you can
serve the Church. We are very much in need of more volunteers.

« On behalf of the clergy, Pastoral Council and staff, I want to wish everyone a happy 4th of July. There will be a
parish picnic this Friday starting at 6:30 pm. The Knights of Columbus are providing hot dogs and burgers, and
we invite parishioners to sign up to bring potluck dishes. The town fireworks display begins at 9:30 pm.

« We appeal for your generosity in supporting the St. Vincent De Paul Society in the second collection this

weekend. This is used to help the poor and those in need in our area.

Email Fr. Paul at pastor@stmarymotherofgod.com



Desde el escritorio del pastor
Solemnidad de los Santos Pedro y Pablo

Este fin de semana celebramos la Solemnidad de San Pedro y San Pablo, una fiesta
inamovible que siempre se celebra el 29 de junio. Cuando cae en domingo, es una de las
pocas fiestas que sustituye la liturgia dominical. La Iglesia debe sentir que recordar a estos dos hombres (y pedirles
oraciones) es precisamente asi de importante. Por supuesto, somos conscientes de lo que han significado (y siguen
significando) para la vida de la Iglesia. Estos dos fueron "gigantes" de la fe, pero no se parecian en nada. Uno era
muy culto, seguro de si mismo, acostumbrado a moverse en circulos importantes. El otro era, en apariencia, un
hombre "normal", que trabajaba en un oficio de pescador comun y corriente, y vivia su vida como innumerables
personas antes que él.

Las historias de estos dos grandes santos nos resultan muy familiares. Sus historias son historias de
esperanza para cada uno de nosotros. Considerando su historia de vida anterior, nadie habria esperado que Pedro
o Pablo se convirtieran en santos, pilares y figuras fundamentales de la Iglesia Catélica y el cristianismo. San Pedro
se llamaba Simon hasta que Jesus le cambié el nombre. «Jesus lo mird y le dijo: “Tu eres Simén, hijo de Juan; te
llamaras Cefas” (que significa Pedro)» (Juan 1:42). Era un pescador comun hasta que Jesus lo llamé. A pesar de su
espontaneidad, a veces excesiva, Jesus lo mantuvo en secreto. En cierto momento, lo castigé hasta el punto de
llamarlo “Satanas” (Mateo 16:23). Para colmo de males, tras el fallido intento de Pedro de defender a Jesus durante
su arresto, lo abandond. Luego reapareci6 durante el juicio solo para negarlo. jQué personalidad tan dividida!
¢Cémo podia Jesus seguir confiando en un hombre asiy no retirarle la promesa que le habia hecho? Como leemos
en el evangelio de hoy, Jesus le dijo a Pedro: «Por eso te digo que tu eres Pedro, y sobre esta roca edificaré mi
iglesia, y las puertas del infierno no prevaleceran contra ella» (Mateo 18:18). Se convirti6 en el apostol de los judios
y el primer papa. Por eso, la Iglesia Catdlica usa el término "La Catedra de Pedro" para representar el papado, la
sucesion ininterrumpida de papas a lo largo de la historia de la Iglesia y el papel del Papa como pastor de la Iglesia
Universal.

San Pablo, cuyo nombre hebreo era Saulo, hizo todo lo posible por destruir el cristianismo. Aprobd la
ejecucidn de San Esteban, el primer martir cristiano (Hechos 8:1,3). Luego se dirigié a Damasco en busca de mas
cristianos para llevarlos de vuelta a Jerusalén encadenados. Jesus lo encontré en el camino y lo dejé ciego.
Irébnicamente, fue llevado de la mano a Damasco. Ananias oro por él, fue bautizado y se convirtié en una nueva
criatura e instrumento elegido por Dios. Alli mismo, en Damasco, comenzd a proclamar en las sinagogas que Jesus
es el Hijo de Dios (Hechos 9:1-22). Se convirti6 en el ap6stol de los gentiles, el mayor evangelizador y el misionero
mas influyente de la historia cristiana. Trece epistolas del Nuevo Testamento fueron escritas por él o por sus
discipulos.

Si San Pedro y San Pablo pudieron transformar sus vidas anteriores, hay esperanza para todos y para
cualquier situacion si le damos la oportunidad a Dios y dejamos de resistirnos. En la segunda lectura, San Pablo
testifica que el Sefior estuvo a su lado y le dio fuerzas. Dios hace lo mismo con quien le dice "si".

Servicios:

« Las tallas de madera de Belén de Tierra Santa estan aqui este fin de semana. Por favor, visite su exposicién en el
salon Joe Conway después de la misa. Su compra apoya a los cristianos catélicos de Tierra Santa, ayudandolos a
permanecer y sustentar a sus familias. Esto fue enfatizado por nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa Le6n XIV, en su
audiencia general durante la semana del Jubileo de los catdélicos de rito oriental.

« También visite las mesas de las comisiones parroquiales en nuestra campafa de voluntariado "Abejas Obreras"
para descubrir maneras en que puede servir a la Iglesia. Necesitamos urgentemente mas voluntarios.

« En nombre del clero, el Consejo Pastoral y el personal, les deseo a todos un feliz 4 de julio. Este viernes habra un
picnic parroquial a partir de las 18:30 h. Los Caballeros de Col6n ofreceran hot dogs y hamburguesas, e invitamos
a los feligreses a inscribirse para traer platillos para compartir. El espectaculo de fuegos artificiales del pueblo
comienza alas 21:30 h.

« Apelamos a su generosidad para apoyar a la Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul en la segunda colecta de este fin de

semana. Esta colecta se destinara a ayudar a los pobres y necesitados de nuestra zona.

Email padre Paul a pastor@stmarymotherofgod.com



Announcements must be submitted to smggoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com by 10:00 am on Wednesday.

« MARRIAGE HELP - Retrouvaille has helped tens of
thousands of couples - this program can help you too.
Retrouvaille is hosting a weekend in Spanish for
married couples in Raleigh July 18-20. Please visit
www.helpourmarriage.org, call 248-789-0276 for
more information or email
retrouvailleraleigh@gmail.com.

BELMONT ABBEY COLLEGE PRESENTS - “Follow Me
Retreat” from July 24-26, 2025, for rising Juniors and
Seniors. Costis $150. Information on registering can
be located on the bulletin board in the Narthex, or
stop by the office during business hours.

21st ANNUAL DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS in the Charlotte Convention
Center is scheduled for Friday & Saturday, September
5th and 6th. Come celebrate the Holy Eucharist and
feel Jesus’ Presence among us. The Parish has
scheduled a bus to travel to the Congress on Saturday,
September 6th. Cost: Family Size: 1-3, $50 per family
member. Family of 4: $180. $40 per additional family
member. We look forward to a great turn-out this year
and plan to begin sign-ups in July.

ANNUAL PARISH YARD SALE: Parish night July 31.
Open to public August 1-2. As you complete your
Spring cleaning, please save your unwanted furniture,
gently used clothing, household items and unique
treasures to donate for the yard sale. Items may be
dropped off in the hall or under the covered patio
from July 13-29. Please do not bring in any items prior
to July 13. Volunteers are needed for sorting & set up
and on sale dates. A sign-up sheet is on the table near
the entrance of the parish hall. For more information,
please contact Victor O'Brien at 602-768-0902.
CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY @ CAROWINDS is Sunday,
July 27, beginning with Mass in the Park at 9 a.m.
Price is $69.50 which includes park admission, all you
can eat lunch & parking. Season Pass Holders, $21
Lunch. Families may register on-line using the QR
Code below.
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AYUDA MATRIMONIAL - Retrouvaille ha ayudado a
decenas de miles de parejas; este programa también
puede ayudarte. Retrouvaille organiza un fin de semana en
espafiol para matrimonios en Raleigh del 18 al 20 de julio.
Visita www.helpourmarriage.org, llama al 248-789-0276
para mas informacién o escribe a
retrouvailleraleigh@gmail.com.

BELMONT ABBEY COLLEGE PRESENTA - “Retiro Sigueme”
del 24 al 26 de julio de 2025, para estudiantes de
penultimo y ultimo afio. El costo es de $150. Puedes
encontrar informacién sobre cémo inscribirte en el tablon
de anuncios del Nartex o pasar por la oficina durante el
horario de atencion.

El 21.er CONGRESO EUCARISTICO ANUAL DE LA
DIOCESIS DE CHARLOTTE se celebrar en el Centro de
Convenciones de Charlotte el viernes 5y sabado 6 de
septiembre. Ven a celebrar la Sagrada Eucaristia y siente la
presencia de JesuUs entre nosotros. La Parroquia ha
programado un autobus para viajar al Congreso el sabado
6 de septiembre. Costo: Familias de 1 a 3 personas: $50 por
miembro. Familias de 4: $180. $40 por miembro adicional.
Esperamos una gran asistencia este afio y planeamos
comenzar las inscripciones en julio.

VENTA DE GARAJE PARROQUIAL ANUAL: Noche
parroquial el 31 de julio. Abierto al publico el 1y 2 de
agosto. Al terminar su limpieza de primavera, por favor
guarde sus muebles no deseados, ropa usada en buen
estado, articulos del hogar y tesoros Unicos para donarlos
a la venta de garaje. Los articulos se pueden dejar en el
salén o bajo el patio cubierto del 13 al 29 de julio. Por
favor, no traiga ningun articulo antes del 13 de julio. Se
necesitan voluntarios para organizar y preparar los
articulos, asi como para las fechas de venta. Hay una hoja
de inscripcién en la mesa cerca de la entrada del salon
parroquial. Para mas informacién, por favor contacte a
Victor O'Brien al 602-768-0902. El DIA DE LA

FAMILIA CATOLICA en CAROWINDS es el domingo 27 de
julio, comenzando con la misa en el parque a las 9:00 a. m.
El precio es de $69.50 e incluye la entrada al parque, el
almuerzo libre y el estacionamiento. Los titulares de pases
de temporada pagan $21 por el almuerzo. Las familias
pueden registrarse en linea usando el codigo QR a
continuacion.




