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Pastor: Rev. Paul Asoh, MSP (x. 102)
Deacons:

Rev. Mr. Matthew Newsome

Rev. Mr. William Shaw

Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired)

Office Administrator (x. 101)
Stephanie Faulkner

Director of Religious Education (x. 103)
Rayanne Herrera

St. Vincent de Paul Society (x. 104)
Taylor Hughes

WCU Campus Minister 828-293-9374
Dcn. Matthew Newsome

Director of Music: Jonathan Fischer

OCIA Coordinator (English): Mike Ensley
RICA Coordinator (Spanish): Javier Martinez

Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia
Lay Carmelites: Jean Burton

Bookkeeper: Sara Freeman

St. Mary's Book Rack: Louise Beal

Food Pantry Coordinator: Kevin Fields

Parish Council Chair: Victor O'Brien
Parish Council Secretary: Sara Riopell
Finance Council Chair: Robin Starrs

COMMISSION CHAIRS

Stewardship: Joe Cerniglia

Building & Grounds: Diego Acosta

Communication & Evangelization: vacant

Community Outreach: vacant

Education: Sara Freeman

Liturgy: Joannie Newsome

Parish Life: Sara Riopell, Susie Bryson &
Bonny Dodge

Hispanic Ministry:

Juan Jose Garcia Romero y Azucena Garcia Puebla

Stay Informed!
Join our Flocknote list by texting
STMARYSYLVA to 84576 or going
to StMarySylva.flocknote.com
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22 Bartlett St, Sylva NC 28779
Main Line: 828-586-9496 | Sacramental Emergency Line: 828-631-0576

This Week’s Schedule 7/26/26
July 26: SUNDAY 17th Sunday
8:30 AM Mass Reiter family
10:00 AM Donuts & Dogma
10:45 AM Confessions
11:30 AM Mass + Judith Cariveau
July 27: MONDAY
9:00 AM Mass Kaitlyn & Drew
10-1:00 PM Office Hours
July 28: TUESDAY
6:00 PM OCIA
July 29: WEDNESDAY Sts. Mary, Martha & Lazarus
5:30 PM Confessions
6:15 PM Misa
July 30: THURSDAY
9:00 AM Mass
10-1 PM Office Hours
July 31: FRIDAY
9:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Confessions
10-2 PM Office Hours
7-8:00 PM Adoration (Hispanic / Emmaus)
Aug 1: SATURDAY St. Alphonsus Liguori
9:00 AM Mass Guy Karcher
9:30 AM Holy Hour of Adoration
5:00 PM Confessions
7:00 PM Misa de vigilia Nicole Estefania Perez
Aug 2: SUNDAY 18th Sunday
8:30 AM Mass Alexandra Montay
10:00 AM Donuts & Dogma
10:45 AM Confessions
11:30 AM Mass pro populo

E%HE Give online
mae: 1ts easy!

EMAIL US

Main Office: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com

Parish Council: pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com

Mass Intentions: massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com
Faith Formation: dre@stmarymotherofgod.com

Campus Ministry: ccm@wecucatholic.org

If you need immediate financial assistance please call 828-586-9496 x. 104

Last week's offertory: $4958
DSA: $9,286 / pledges of $775
toward our goal of $18,693

Thank you!



From the Pastor’s Desk

Solomon was a young man when he became the king of Israel. In his dream, God said to
him, “Ask something of me, and I will give it to you.” Solomon replied, “...I am a mere youth, not
knowing at all how to act...Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart to judge your people
and to distinguish right from wrong.” God was pleased that Solomon made this request, and said to
Solomon, “Because you have asked this - not for long life for yourself, nor for riches, nor for the life of your
enemies, but for understanding so that you may know what is right - I do as you requested. I give you a heart so
wise and understanding that there has never been anyone like you... In addition, ... I give you such riches and
glory that among kings there will be no one like you all your days.”

Solomon’s encounter with God brings Jesus’ words to mind: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides” (Matthew 6:33). Solomon'’s prayer challenges us
since most times our prayers are for our material needs. He put first the wisdom that come from God, the Holy
Spirit. The Book of Proverbs says, “Get wisdom, get understanding!... Do not forsake her, and she will preserve
you; love her, and she will safequard you” (Proverbs 4:5-9). Wisdom is the first of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
(Isaiah 11:3).

In today’s gospel, Jesus reminds us that the kingdom of heaven is so priceless, it is the best deal there ever
can be. That is why we are to give up or “sell all that we have to buy it” or acquire it. Jesus means that we must
give up all worldly things which might prevent us from entering the kingdom of heaven. In concrete terms, we
must prefer the kingdom of heaven to all and every possible possession on earth. Nothing compares to the
kingdom of heaven, for heaven is the goal, of every Christian and child of Gid. St. Paul describes the kingdom that
awaits us, “What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God
has prepared for those who love him, this God has revealed to us through the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:9). Why
should I allow worldly passing things to prevent me from going to such an eternal place?

On the way to the kingdom are constant challenges of distinguishing right from wrong, of discerning
between good and evil, and of making wise judgements and good choices. It is a journey beyond human wisdom
alone. St. Paul says, “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight” (1 Corinthians 3:19). When and
where God is set aside and we operate only with human wisdom, we put ourselves in danger of mistakes, errors,
bad choices, sin, and destruction. With God's wisdom, we can put what is good into the bucket and throw away
what is bad. Therefore, we are encouraged to pray for God's wisdom to guide us at every moment. St. James
advises us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and [the
person] will be given” (James 1:5). Tobit advised his son Tobiah, “Seek counsel (wisdom) from every wise person,
and do not think lightly of any useful advice” (Tobit 4:18). Sadly, some people seek counsel from unwise persons
and from evil minded persons who lead them astray.

There is nothing wrong with having earthly possessions. If we have them, we do no wrong. They are even
blessings from the Lord. We only must make sure that we have the kingdom of heaven as well, and that our quest
for earthly possessions does not come between us and our possession of the kingdom of heaven. If we must
sacrifice either of them, it must be our earthly possessions, never the kingdom of heaven. The words of Jesus
come to mind: "What, then, will anyone gain by winning the whole world and forfeiting his life? Or what can
anyone offer in exchange for his life?" (Matthew 16:26)

Housekeeping

 The Bishop of Charlotte, Bishop Michael Martin, OFM. Conv, will be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation for 13 of our
children on Tuesday August 4th by 6:00 with the Holy Mass. There will be a reception after the Mass in the Joe Conway hall.
We are all invited to welcome our Bishop and celebrate with our children.

 The Diocese Eucharistic Congress begins September 11th - 12th. It is like a conference/seminar that many have attended
for their work lives; it is just focused on faith and the Eucharist with nationally recognized speakers. You don't have to
participate in everything but can pick and choose to attend what speaks to you. There are breakout sessions on many topics
related to our lives of faith that you will find compelling. The Vigil Mass at 4:15 pm on Saturday is a pinnacle moment for
unity to be experienced in a special way with people from all over western NC. There is a coach bus organized from the
Cherokee’s Boys Club that takes Parishioners and others to Charlotte for the Eucharistic Congress and taking off from the
parking lot in St. Mary’s very early Saturday morning. The fees for the Coach transportation is at the back of the bulletin.
Please sign up on time from the office.

« The Hispanic women's retreat began this weekend from Friday to Sunday. They are making use of the Parish facilities.

» The Bethlehem wood carvings sales have been rescheduled, and would now be on display in St. Mary Joe Conway hall for
purchase in the weekend on October 10th and 11th. Please let us support the Christian families in the Holy Land by buying

some of the wood carvings and Sacramentals.
Email Fr. Paul at pastor@stmarymotherofgod.com % )@MZ



Desde el escritorio del Pdrroco

Salomén era un joven cuando llegd a ser rey de Israel. En un suefio, Dios le dijo: “Pideme lo
que quieras, y yo te lo concederé”. Salomon respondié: “...soy apenas un muchacho, sin saber bien
como actuar... Concede a tu siervo, pues, un corazén comprensivo para gobernar a tu pueblo y para
distinguir lo bueno de lo malo”. A Dios le agradd que Salomén pidiera esto, y le dijo: “Porque has pedido
esto —no una larga vida para ti, ni riquezas, ni la vida de tus enemigos, sino entendimiento para saber lo que es
justo— haré lo que has solicitado. Te doy un corazén tan sabio y entendido que nunca ha habido nadie como tu...
Ademas, ... te concedo tales riquezas y gloria que, entre los reyes, no habra nadie como tu todos tus dias”.

El encuentro de Salomén con Dios nos trae a la mente las palabras de Jesus: “Busquen primero el Reino de
Dios y su justicia, y todo lo demas se les dara por afadidura” (Mateo 6:33). La oracién de Salomon nos interpela,
porque muchas veces nuestras oraciones se centran en necesidades materiales. El puso por delante la sabiduria
que viene de Dios, del Espiritu Santo. El libro de los Proverbios dice: “Adquiere sabiduria, adquiere inteligencia...
No la abandones y te protegera; amalay te cuidara” (Proverbios 4:5-9). La sabiduria es el primero de los siete
dones del Espiritu Santo (Isaias 11:3).

En el evangelio de hoy, Jesus nos recuerda que el Reino de los cielos vale tanto que es la mejor ganancia
posible. Por eso hay que renunciar o “vender todo lo que tenemos para comprarlo” o alcanzarlo. Jesus quiere
decir que debemos soltar todo lo mundano que pudiera impedirnos entrar al Reino de los cielos. En términos
concretos, debemos preferir el Reino de los cielos por encima de cualquier posesidn en la tierra. Nada se compara
con el Reino de los cielos, porque el cielo es la meta de todo cristiano e hijo de Dios. San Pablo describe el Reino
que nos espera: “Lo que ojo no vio, ni oido oyd, ni ha subido al corazén humano, eso que Dios prepard para los
que lo aman, Dios nos lo revelé por medio del Espiritu” (1 Corintios 2:9). ;Por qué permitir que cosas pasajeras del
mundo me impidan llegar a un lugar eterno?

En el camino hacia el Reino hay retos constantes: distinguir lo correcto de lo incorrecto, discernir entre el
bien y el mal, y tomar decisiones sabias y elecciones acertadas. Es un recorrido que va mas alla de la sola
sabiduria humana. San Pablo afirma: “La sabiduria de este mundo es necedad ante Dios” (1 Corintios 3:19).
Cuando dejamos a Dios de lado y actuamos Unicamente con criterios humanos, nos ponemos en riesgo de
equivocaciones, errores, malas decisiones, pecado y ruina. Con la sabiduria de Dios, podemos quedarnos con lo
bueno y desechar lo malo. Por eso se nos anima a pedir la sabiduria de Dios para que nos guie en todo momento.
Santiago nos aconseja: “Si a alguno de ustedes le falta sabiduria, pidasela a Dios, que da a todos generosamente y
sin reprochar, y se le concedera” (Santiago 1:5). Tobit aconsejaba a su hijo Tobias: “Busca consejo (sabiduria) en
toda persona sabia, y no desprecies ninguna recomendacion util” (Tobit 4:18). Lamentablemente, algunas
personas buscan consejo en quienes no son sabios y en personas de mala intencion que las desvian.

No tiene nada de malo contar con bienes materiales. Si los tenemos, no hacemos mal. Incluso son
bendiciones del Sefior. Solo debemos asegurarnos de tener también el Reino de los cielos, y de que la busqueda
de bienes terrenales no se interponga entre nosotros y la posesion del Reino. Si hubiera que sacrificar uno de los
dos, que sean los bienes de la tierra, nunca el Reino de los cielos. Vuelven a resonar las palabras de Jesus: ";De
qué le sirve a alguien ganar el mundo entero si pierde su vida? ;O qué podra dar para recuperar su vida?" (Mateo
16:26)

Avisos

« El Obispo de Charlotte, Mons. Michael Martin, OFM Conv., celebrard el Sacramento de la Confirmacién para 13 de nuestros
nifios el martes 4 de agosto a las 6:00, con la Santa Misa. Habra una recepcién después de la Misa en el salén Joe Conway.
Todos estamos invitados a dar la bienvenida a nuestro Obispo y a celebrar con nuestros nifos.

« El Congreso Eucaristico de la Didcesis se llevara a cabo el 11y 12 de septiembre. Es como una conferencia/seminario, de los

que muchos han asistido en su vida laboral; solo que este se centra en la fe y la Eucaristia, con ponentes de reconocimiento

nacional. No es necesario participar en todo: pueden elegir asistir a lo que mas les hable al corazon. Habra sesiones

simultaneas sobre muchos temas relacionados con nuestra vida de fe que les resultaran muy interesantes. La Misa de

Vigilia del sabado a las 4:15 pm es un momento cumbre para vivir la unidad de una manera especial, con personas de todo

el oeste de Carolina del Norte. El Cherokee’s Boys Club organiza un autobus que llevara a feligreses y a otras personas a

Charlotte para el Congreso Eucaristico, saliendo del estacionamiento de St. Mary’s muy temprano el sabado por la mafana.

Las cuotas del transporte en autobus estan al final del boletin. Favor de registrarse a tiempo en la oficina.

El retiro de mujeres hispanas comenzé este fin de semana, de viernes a domingo. Estan utilizando las instalaciones de la

parroquia.

- La venta de tallas de madera de Belén se reprogramé y ahora se exhibira en el salén Joe Conway de St. Mary para su
compra el fin de semana del 10y 11 de octubre. Apoyemos a las familias cristianas en Tierra Santa comprando algunas de
estas tallas de madera y articulos sacramentales.

Escribele al P. Paul a pastor@stmarymotherofgod.com WW/W’/ WWZ



Submit announcements by Thursday each week to executiveassistant@stmarymotherofgod.com

« First Friday Adoration: We are in need of a
volunteer to coordinate First Friday Adoration,
Please contact the church office to volunteer.
(828)586-9496

« Church Rummage Sale: Collections for the
Rummage Sale will begin August 8/9th.

 Volunteer to Help Campus Ministry! We're
looking for parishioners who can supply meals for
our Wednesday night fellowship dinners on
campus, mid-August to mid-December. Contact
Deacon Matt for more information at
ccm@wcucatholic.org.

- Diocese of Charlotte Eucharistic Congress: The
parish had scheduled a bus to travel to the
Congress on Saturday, September 12th. Cost: $50
per person, families 1-3 people - $150 ($40 for each
additional family member). To sign up, call or stop
by the church office 828-586-9496.

- Baby Bottle Campaign: begins this weekend to
benefit the Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Center.
Please take home a bottle and fill it with loose
change, cash, or a check. We will collect filled
bottle through the end of August. (make checks
payable to "Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Center")

« Adoracion del Primer Viernes: Necesitamos a una

persona voluntaria para coordinar la Adoracion del
Primer Viernes. Para ofrecerse, favor de comunicarse
a la oficina parroquial. (828)586-9496

Venta de Garage de la Iglesia: La colecta para la
Venta de Garage comenzara el 8/9 de agosto.
iVoluntariado para apoyar el Ministerio
Universitario! Buscamos feligreses que puedan
proporcionar alimentos para nuestras cenas de
convivencia de los miércoles por la noche en el
campus, de mediados de agosto a mediados de
diciembre. Para mas informacién, contacte al Didcono
Matt en ccm@wcucatholic.org.

Congreso Eucaristico de la Diécesis de Charlotte:
La parroquia programé un autobus para viajar al
Congreso el sabado 12 de septiembre. Costo: $50 por
persona; familias de 1 a 3 personas: $150 ($40 por
cada integrante adicional). Para inscribirse, llame o
pase a la oficina parroquial al 828-586-9496.
Campana del Biberén: inicia este fin de semana para
apoyar al Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Center. Por
favor, lleve un biberén a casa y llénelo con monedas
sueltas, efectivo o un cheque. Estaremos recibiendo
los biberones llenos hasta finales de agosto. (haga los
cheques a nombre de "Smoky Mountain Pregnancy
Center")

New to the parish? Scan this QR code to register online or
pick up a paper form from the Welcome Desk in the Narthex.



