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P A EA L Il This Week’s Schedule 8/16/26
' Aug 16: SUNDAY 20th Sunday
3:\?ch(/)l|r1.sl\7latthew Newsome 8:30 AM Mass Newsom family
Rev. Mr. William Shaw 10:00 AM Donuts & Dogma
Rev. Mr. John Szarek (retired) 10:45 AM Confessions
. . 11:30 AM Mass +Linwood Newsome
Office Administrator (x. 101) 4:00 PM Mass (WCU)

Stephanie Faulkner
Aug 17: MONDAY

Director of Religious Education (x. 103) 9:00 AM Mass
Rayanne Herrera 10-2 PM Office Hours

Aug 18: TUESDAY

St. Vincent de Paul Society (x. 104)

Taylor Hughes
Aug 19: WEDNESDAY
WCU Campus Minister 828-293-9374 5:30 PM Confessions
Dcn. Matthew Newsome 6:15 PM Misa
Director of Music: Jonathan Fischer Aug 20: THURSDAY St. Bernard
9:00 AM Mass
OCIA Coordinator (English): Mike Ensley 10-2 PM Office Hours
RICA Coordinator (Spanish): Javier Martinez N pITI=I Y\ St. Pius X. Pope
Knights of Columbus: Joe Cerniglia 9:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Confessions
Lay Carmelites: Jean Burton 10-2 PM Office Hours
Bookk .S F 12:15 PM Mass (WCU) The Queenship of the
ookkeeper: >ara Frreeman Aug 22: SATURDAY Blessed Virgin Mary
St. Mary's Book Rack: Louise Beal 9:00 AM Mass
. - 5:00 PM Confessions
Food Pantry Coordinator: Kevin Fields 7:00 PM Misa de vigilia Angela Cruz Lopez
Parish Council Chair: Victor O'Brien Aug 23: SUNDAY 21st Sunday
Parish Council Secretary: Sara Riopell 8:30 AM Mass pro populo
Finance Council Chair: Robin Starrs 10:00 AM Donuts & Dogma
10:45 AM Confessions
gtOMNLIShS,IPN EHA“I‘,S 11:30 AM Mass Reiter family
ewardship: Joe Cerniglia 2:00 PM Mass (WCU)

Building & Grounds: Diego Acosta
Communication & Evangelization: vacant
Community Outreach: vacant

Education: Sara Freeman

Divine Office - M/Th/F/Sa 20 mins before dailly Mass
Rosary - 45 mins before Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses

Liturgy: Joannie Newsome

Parish Life: Sara Riopel. susie Bryson & ByPE Give online Last week's offertory: $4,540
Hispanic Ministry: =EE: It's easy! DSA: $11,903 / pledges of $1,450
Juan Jose Garcia Romero y Azucena Garcia Puebla IEESNPN TRy toward our goal of $18,693
Stay Informed" Main Office: smmgoffice@stmarymotherofgod.com Thank yOU.’
Join our Flocknote list by texting Parish Council: pcchair@stmarymotherofgod.com
STMARYSYLVA to 84576 or goin Mass Intentions: massintentions@stmarymotherofgod.com
g g Faith Formation: dre@stmarymotherofgod.com
to StMarySylva.flocknote.com Campus Ministry: ccm@wcucatholic.org

If you need immediate financial assistance please call 828-586-9496 x. 104



From the Pastor’s Desk

The Prophet Isaiah in today’s first reading speaks of God's salvation for all those who honor the
name of God, joining themselves to the Lord and becoming His servants. Irrespective of their past, who
they are or where they come from or their race, tribe, or ethnicity. This was a huge breakthrough in the
history of understanding God's love for us. Even those who were not “the chosen people” could be saved. You
and I listening to these readings and this homily are these foreigners. This insight continues to develop even in our
own time.

The Canaanite woman in our gospel today was a gentile and pagan from the point of the Jews. She may not
have been a believer in the one God of Israel, Yahweh. But she possessed two crucial attributes that even the Jews
and every Christian needs to cultivate always. These attributes are Faith and Perseverance. Attributes we need to
bring to our prayers for them to be well made and efficacious. In the second reading, St. Paul, although a Jew, was
an apostle to the Gentiles. In Galatians 3:28, St. Paul writes, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Salvation is not a prerogative to
any special group of people, but for all peoples.

In the gospel, the Canaanite woman did not mind the enmity between the Canaanites and the Jews and the
disparagement of the Canaanites by the Jews. She had enough faith to believe that Jesus had power to heal her
daughter. Therefore, she went to ask him to do just that. She made her way to see Jesus to present her case. Her
daughter was tormented by a demon. Jesus did not say a word when the woman prayed to him. Although Jesus
tested the woman'’s faith, to find out how deep and long-lasting it was, but more importantly, Jesus wanted his
encounter with the woman to be a teaching moment for his disciples, the Jews and each one of us. The disciples
reacted, “Send her away, for she is calling after us.” Jesus responded by repeating two Jewish despising sayings
against the Gentiles. “I was sent only for the lost sheep of the house of Israel;” and “It is not right to take the food
for children and throw it to the dogs.” By these statements, Jesus reechoed the age-old Jewish belief that the
Messiah was going to come to save only the Jews and the demeaning of the Gentiles as dogs by the Jews. For the
Jews, the Gentiles were unclean. They neither knew nor kept the law.

The disciples said to Jesus, “Send her away, for she is calling out after us.” We hear this same kind of hate
speech today against our fellow human beings: “Send them away, they don't look like us.” “Send them away. They
don't speak like us.” “Send them away. Their religion is different.” “Send them away. They are taking our jobs.” “Send
them away. They don't belong to our party.” “Send they away. They will overtake us.” “Send them away. They don't
reason like us.” “Send them away. They don't agree with us.” “Send them away. They don't support us.” “Send them
away ..."” Sadly, this kind of hate has led to all kinds of discrimination, persecution, expulsion, xenophobia, killing,
and so on. We pray for the change of heart of the perpetrators of these evils.

Jesus’ statements did not discourage the woman. Rather, she persisted. She “did Jesus homage, saying, ‘Lord,
help me.” “She said, ‘Please Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their master.” Jesus was
amazed and exclaimed, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” “And the woman'’s
daughter was healed from that hour. By attending to the woman, Jesus canceled the erroneous Jewish belief that
salvation is only for the Jews. If we want our prayers to be heard, we must make them with faith. We should not give
up easily simply because the answer to our prayer is taking time to come. But if we persevere, there is not just the
chance, but a certainty that we shall receive the answer to our prayer in a way and time God alone knows is best for
us.

Housekeeping:

« The Diocese Eucharistic Congress begins September 11th - 12th. It is like a conference/seminar that many have
attended for their work lives; it is just focused on faith and the Eucharist with nationally recognized speakers.
There are breakout sessions on many topics related to our lives of faith that you will find compelling. The Vigil
Mass at 4:15 pm on Saturday is a pinnacle moment for unity to be experienced in a special way with people from
all over western NC. There is a coach bus organized from the Cherokee’s Boys Club that takes Parishioners and
others to Charlotte for the Eucharistic Congress and taking off from the parking lot in St. Mary’s very early
Saturday morning. The fees for the Coach transportation is at the back of the bulletin. Please sign up on time
from the office.

* Please, we ask for your support of the Rummage/ Yard sales as we begin collection this weekend. Donations to
the Yard Sale should be placed in the Joe Conway hall or outside in the patio from August 8th to 25th. Sales start
Parishioners early bird 27th and Public 28th and 29th. Proceeds from the Yard Sales would be used for Parish
electrical repairs and facilities repairs and maintenance.

 This weekend we will be having a Second collection for the Catholic University of America, and our own Belmont
Abbey College which some of our Parishioners have had the opportunity to attend. We ask for your generosity.
We also have the Pregnancy Center baby bottles, please feel free to pick one in the Narthex and fill with your

loose change. It can be returned later in the month. %WM&



From the Pastor’s Desk

En la primera lectura de hoy, el profeta Isaias habla de la salvacién de Dios para todos aquellos que honran
el nombre del Sefior, uniéndose a El y convirtiéndose en sus servidores. Esto se aplica independientemente de su
pasado, de quiénes sean, de donde vengan o de su raza, tribu o etnia. Este fue un avance enorme en la historia de la
comprension del amor de Dios por nosotros. Incluso aquellos que no pertenecian al "pueblo elegido" podian salvarse. Usted y
yo, al escuchar estas lecturas y esta homilia, somos esos extranjeros. Esta comprensién sigue desarrollandose incluso en
nuestros propios tiempos.

La mujer cananea de nuestro Evangelio de hoy era gentil y pagana a los ojos de los judios. Quizas no creia en el Unico
Dios de Israel, Yahvé; sin embargo, poseia dos cualidades cruciales que tanto los judios como todo cristiano deben cultivar
siempre: la fe y la perseverancia. Son cualidades que debemos aportar a nuestras oraciones para que sean bien hechasy
eficaces. En la sequnda lectura, San Pablo, aunque judio, fue apdstol de los gentiles. En Galatas 3, 28, escribe: "Ya no hay judio
ni griego, no hay esclavo ni libre, no hay hombre ni mujer, porque todos ustedes son uno solo en Cristo Jesus". La salvacion
no es prerrogativa de ningun grupo especial de personas, sino que es para todos los pueblos.

En el Evangelio, a la mujer cananea no le importé la enemistad entre cananeos y judios, ni el menosprecio que estos
dltimos sentian por los primeros. Tenia fe suficiente para creer que Jesus tenia el poder de sanar a su hija. Por eso, acudié a El
para pedirle precisamente eso; fue a ver a Jesus para exponerle su caso. Su hija estaba atormentada por un demonio. JesUs
no pronuncid palabra cuando la mujer le suplicé. Aunque puso a prueba la fe de la mujer para comprobar su profundidad y
constancia, lo mas importante es que Jesus queria que su encuentro con ella sirviera de ensefianza para sus discipulos, para
los judios y para cada uno de nosotros. Los discipulos reaccionaron diciendo: "Despidela, pues viene gritando detras de
nosotros". Jesus respondio repitiendo dos dichos judios que expresaban desprecio hacia los gentiles. "No he sido enviado sino
a las ovejas perdidas de la casa de Israel" y "No esta bien tomar el pan de los hijos y echarselo a los perros". Con estas
afirmaciones, JesUs se hacia eco de la antigua creencia judia de que el Mesias vendria a salvar Unicamente a los judios, asi
como de la costumbre judia de menospreciar a los gentiles lamandolos perros. Para los judios, los gentiles eran impuros; no
conocian ni observaban la Ley.

Los discipulos le dijeron a Jesus: "Despidela, pues viene gritando detras de nosotros". Hoy en dia escuchamos este
mismo tipo de discurso de odio contra nuestros semejantes: "Que se vayan, no se parecen a nosotros". "Que se vayan, no
hablan como nosotros". "Que se vayan, su religidn es distinta". "Que se vayan, nos estan quitando el trabajo". "Que se vayan,
no pertenecen a nuestro partido". "Que se vayan, nos van a desplazar». "Que se vayan, no razonan como nosotros". "Que se
vayan, no estan de acuerdo con nosotros". "Que se vayan, no nos apoyan". "Que se vayan...". Lamentablemente, este tipo de
odio ha conducido a toda clase de discriminacion, persecucién, expulsién, xenofobia, asesinatos, etcétera. Oramos para que
cambie el corazén de quienes perpetran estos males.

Las palabras de JesUs no desanimaron a la mujer; al contrario, ella insistid. "Se postré ante Jesus diciendo: "Sefior,
ayudame"". "Dijo: "Por favor, Sefior, pues incluso los perros comen las migajas que caen de la mesa de sus duefios". Jesus,
admirado, exclamo: "jMujer, qué grande es tu fe! Que se haga contigo como deseas". "Y la hija de la mujer quedé sana desde
aquel momento". Al atender a la mujer, Jesus anul6 la creencia errénea de los judios de que la salvacion era solo para ellos. Si
queremos que nuestras oraciones sean escuchadas, debemos hacerlas con fe. No debemos rendirnos facilmente solo porque
la respuesta a nuestra oracion tarda en llegar. Pero si perseveramos, existe no solo la posibilidad, sino la certeza, de que
recibiremos la respuesta a nuestra oracion de la manera y en el momento que solo Dios sabe que son los mejores para
nosotros.

Avisos:

 El Congreso Eucaristico Diocesano se llevara a cabo los dias 11 y 12 de septiembre. Es similar a las conferencias o
seminarios a los que muchos asisten por motivos laborales, pero centrado en la fe y la Eucaristia, y contara con la
participacién de ponentes de renombre nacional. Habra sesiones paralelas sobre diversos temas relacionados con nuestra
vida de fe que seguramente le resultaran muy interesantes. La Misa de Vigilia del sabado a las 4:15 p. m. sera un momento
culminante para vivir la unidad de una manera especial junto a personas de todo el oeste de Carolina del Norte. Se ha
organizado un servicio de autobus desde el *Cherokee Boys Club* para trasladar a los feligreses y demas interesados a
Charlotte para el Congreso; la salida esta programada desde el estacionamiento de la iglesia de St. Mary muy temprano el
sabado por la mafiana. En la parte posterior del boletin encontrara informacién sobre el costo del transporte. Por favor,
inscribase a tiempo en la oficina parroquial.

* Les pedimos su apoyo para la venta de articulos usados (*yard sale*), cuya recoleccidn comienza este fin de semana. Las
donaciones para la venta deben depositarse en el salén Joe Conway o en el patio exterior entre el 8 y el 25 de agosto. La
venta comenzara el dia 27 para los feligreses (venta anticipada) y los dias 28 y 29 para el publico en general. Los fondos
recaudados se destinaran a reparaciones del sistema eléctrico y al mantenimiento de las instalaciones de la parroquia.

« Este fin de semana realizaremos una segunda colecta a beneficio de la Universidad Catdlica de América y de nuestra propia
universidad local, Belmont Abbey College, institucion en la que han estudiado algunos de nuestros feligreses. Agradecemos
de antemano su generosidad. También tenemos disponibles los biberones para la campafia del Centro de Ayuda al
Embarazo (*Pregnancy Center*); pueden tomar uno en el vestibulo (*narthex*) y llenarlo con monedas sueltas. Se pueden

devolver mas adelante en el mes.




« Second Collection: there will be a second collection
next weekend August 15/16%. Funds will benefit Catholic
University of America Belmont Abbey.

» OCIA Classes will resume in September. If you are
interested in joining see Mike Ensley or Javier Martinez
for more information.

» Mexican Independence Day: will be September 27,
We are inviting all of the community to volunteer for
food stands and/or donations. Please see Vicky and
Eriberto Maya for more information.

+ Called to Charity? If you think God might be calling you
to greater service to the poor as an adult of deep
Catholic faith, please contact your local conference of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. We visit the local
needy in teams of two, bringing them the love, hope
and resources of God. Call or write us at 951-816-6548
or stvincentdepaul@stmarymotherofgod.com.

« Faith Formation will begin on Wednesday, September
9th at 6:45 p.m. Registration begins this weekend after
the Masses for youth ages 5 and older ($50 per youth).
Faith Formation Updates: (1) in addition to Sacramental
Preparation classes, we will be offering a Bible Study
class for children ages 7-10 who have already received
their 1st Holy Communion; (2) also, we will offer an
English online class for teens and young adults who are
preparing for their sacraments of Initiation; (3) lastly, we
will offer Spanish sacramental preparation classes for
children who speak no or very little English. Any
questions, please call or text 910-354-5131 or email
dre@stmarymotherofgod.com

» Congratulations to the 13 youth and young adults from
St. Mary's who were Confirmed on August 4th! Thank
you to all of the catechists, parents, volunteers, and
the Knights of Columbus for helping with decorations,
food preparation, cleanup, and Mass and gift
support--this sacred and joyous occasion would not
have been possible without your dedication and service.
Please continue to pray for our newly Confirmed
members of our parish and their families. Thank you!

+ Segunda colecta: habra una segunda colecta el

proximo fin de semana, 15/16 de agosto. Los fondos
seran para Catholic University of America Belmont
Abbey.

Clases de OCIA se reanudaran en septiembre. Si te
interesa integrarte, acércate con Mike Ensley o Javier
Martinez para mas informacion.

Dia de la Independencia de México: serd el 27 de
septiembre. Invitamos a toda la comunidad a apoyar
como voluntariado en los puestos de comida y/o con
donaciones. Para mas informacion, favor de ver a Vicky
y Eriberto Maya.

¢Llamado a la caridad? Si sientes que Dios podria
estar llamandote a servir mas a las personas en
situacién de necesidad, como adulto con una fe
catélica profunda, comunicate con la conferencia local
de la Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul. Visitamos a
quienes mas lo necesitan en equipos de dos,
llevandoles el amor, la esperanza y los recursos de
Dios. LIdmanos o escribenos al 951-816-6548 o0 a
stvincentdepaul@stmarymotherofgod.com.
Formacioén en la fe comenzard el miércoles 9 de
septiembre a las 6:45 p.m. El registro inicia este fin de
semana después de las Misas para jévenes de 5 afios
en adelante ($50 por joven). Avisos de Formacién en la
Fe: (1) ademas de las clases de Preparaciéon
Sacramental, ofreceremos una clase de Estudio Biblico
para nifias y nifilos de 7 a 10 aflos que ya recibieron su
Primera Comunién; (2) también, ofreceremos una clase
en linea en inglés para adolescentes y jévenes adultos
que se estan preparando para sus sacramentos de
Iniciacion; (3) por ultimo, ofreceremos clases de
preparacion sacramental en espafiol para nifias y nifios
que no hablan inglés o lo hablan muy poco. Si tienes
preguntas, llama o manda texto al 910-354-5131 o
escribe a dre@stmarymotherofgod.com

iFelicidades a los 13 jovenes y jovenes adultos de St.
Mary's que recibieron la Confirmacién el 4 de agosto!
Gracias a todas y todos los catequistas, mamas y
papas, voluntariado y a los Caballeros de Colén por su
apoyo con la decoracién, la preparacion de alimentos,
la limpieza y el apoyo para la Misa y los obsequios; esta
ocasién sagraday llena de alegria no habria sido
posible sin su entrega y servicio. Por favor, sigamos
orando por quienes recién se confirmaron en nuestra
parroquiay por sus familias. jGracias!

New to the parish? Scan this QR code to g
register online orpick up a paper form | L2EmC
from the Welcome Desk in the Narthex. [®]f=z



